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The preparation of this volume was undertaken at the sug- 
gestion of Col. Homer B. Sprague, now President of the 
American Institute of Instruction, who, in common with 
many others, felt that the doings of this ancient and import- 
ant Association should be brought into a condensed form, 
convenient for examination and reference. 

The Institute is now the oldest educational organization in 
this country, if not in the world, and its originators, and 
speakers at the first meeting, were all men of more than 
ordinary ability in their respective departments. It has been 
the author's aim to give a faithful condensed account of each 
of the fifty-four annual meetings, with the names of the lec- 
turers and their subjects, together with such incidental notes 
as might from time to time seem appropriate. 

Though some of the yearly records are more brief than 
others, it will be seen that at each annual meeting the time 
was well improved by lectures, discussions, and business 
items, and in the same we find abundant evidence that the 
educators and friends of education in the last half century 
have well performed their duties and manifested a degree of 
interest and wisdom, not one whit less than is manifested by 
some in later times who seem to have felt that education was 
born with them. 

There have been many difficulties in the way of preparing 
this volume, and some errors will doubtless be met with. 
The author has found some in the original records, — though 
very few. It is hoped that the volume will be found helpful 
to some one who, at a future day, may incline to make a more 
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complete history, aided by such omitted incidents and facts 
as may from time to time be brought to light by the appear- 
ance of this volume. 

When the Institute was organized, it was voted to omit, in 
the records, all titles except that of Professor and possibly 
that appropriate to the clerical profession. At that time the 
title of Professor was not applied to every one who spent a 
few days in the school-room, nor to one filling the position of 
itinerating teacher of penmanship or vocal music. 

The author of this volume has endeavored to prefix titles 
to college officers, clergymen, etc., so far as he could learn 
the facts, trusting that the School-master will pardon the 
omission of all titles in his case and feel sufficiently honored 
by honoring his chosen vocation : and if any feel that they 
have been slighted they may be assured that no slight has 
been intended. • 

The volume, with whatever of incompleteness it may have, 
is commended to teachers and others with the hope that it may 
lead them gratefully to appreciate the faithful labors of their 
predecessors and stimulate them to wise and earnest endeav- 
ors in carrying onward and upward the work so well inaugur- 
ated more than half a century ago, and so faithfully prose- 
cuted till the present time. 



The American Institute of Instruction. 
1 830-1 883. 



In the early part of the present century the 
cause of popular education was in a deplorably low 
and neglected condition. School-houses were badly 
located, destitute of architectural beauty, and dilap- 
idated in appearance. School furniture was most 
meager in quantity, poor in quality, and uncomfort- 
able in structure. Blackboards * and school appa- 
ratus, reference books and school libraries, were 
unknown. Teachers, as a class, -were incompetent 
and poorly paid. Parental indifference and neglect 
everywhere prevailed. Schools were kept, but in 
no true sense were they taught. While it was true 
that general apathy and neglect prevailed, there 
were a few thoughtful and earnest men who realized 
the danger from the continuance of such a state of 
public sentiment and felt the necessity of arousing 
the popular mind and securing concerted action in 
the work of change and improvement. 

♦Blackboards were first introduced in .1829, but were not much 
used for many years later. 

2 
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It was under these circumstances that a meeting 
of teachers and friends of education was held in 
Columbian Hall, Boston, on the isth of March, 
1830.* The attendance was encouraging, and the 
meetings were continued four days. The condition 
and wants of common schools were considered, and 
a deep feeling prevailed that some steps should be 
taken for their improvement. Before the sessions 
closed, a committee was appointed to consider the 
expediency of forming a permanent association, the 
aims and efforts of which should be to awaken the 
public mind to the great importance of popular 
education. The members of this committee were 
Ebenezer Bailey, Geo. B. Emerson, B. D. Emerson, 
A. Andrews, and G. F. Thayer of Boston, Henry 
K. Oliver of Salem, and J. Wilder of Watertown, — 
all of Massachusetts, — and for many years dis- 
tinguished for their interest and labors in the cause 
of education. The members of this committee niet 
at several different times, and finally decided to 
prepare a constitution for the permanent organiza- 
tion of an Educational Association, and to call a 
meeting of teachers and friends of education for 
discussion and definite action. This meeting was 

*A State convention of educators in Connecticut was held in 
Hartford in 1830. At this, Noah Webster, the lexicographer, 
presided, and addresses were made by Wm. C. Woodbridge and 
Pres. Humphrey of Amherst College. A convention of teachers 
and friends of education was held in Brooklyn, Conn., in 1827, 
through the influence of the late Rev. S. J. May. But neither of 
these resulted in a permanent organization. 
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held in the State House in the city of Boston on 
the 19th, 20th, 2ist, and 22d of August, 1830, 
in obedience to a call widely extended through the 
newspapers of the day. The response to the call 
was very cheering to those interested, and their 
most sanguine expectations were more than realized. 
More than three hundred assembled, representing 
at least eleven different States, — thus indicating 
that there were in various States, those who were 
in full sympathy with the object of the meeting, 
and, as it were, awaiting a call like this.* 

The convention was organized by the choice of 
Hon. Wm. B. Calhoun of Springfield, as chairman, 
and Geo. B. Emerson and Dr. J. W. McKean of 
Boston, as secretaries ; but Mr. Calhoun being 
absent, W. Sullivan of Boston was temporary chair- 
man. While a prominent object of the meeting was 
to consider and act upon articles of a constitution for 
a permanent organization, the committee very 
wisely made arrangements for a course of lectures 
from well-known friends of education. Much of 
the time of each day was spent in discussing the 
proposed constitution which was finally adopted 
with but slight changes, and on the last day of 
the meeting, the "Ametican Institute of Instruc- 

* In 1826 Josiah Holbrook was chiefly instrumental in originating 
the American Lyceum, which for many years exerted a great and 
salutary influence in New England ; and it is undoubtedly true that 
this had much to do in awakening the interest which culminated in 
the formation of the American Institute of Instruction. ' 
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tion " * was launched upon a career of unsurpassed . 
influence and usefulness in the cause of education, 
and is now the oldest existing educational associa- 
tion in this country, if not in the world. For fifty- 
four years it has held its annual meetings, each of 
three or more days, at which lectures have been 
given, and discussions participated in by prominent 
educators from various States, — though largely from 
New England. Who can estimate the amount of 
information imparted, and the good accomplished 
by the hundreds of lectures and discussions brought 
out by this venerable association ! That those now 
members of the Institute, and those who may here- 
after become such, may know what their predecessors 
have accomplished, we propose to give a very brief 
sketch of each of the first fifty-four meetings, so 
that all may know where the several meetings were 
held, who was the presiding officer, and who the 
secretary of each, and the names of the various 
lecturers, and the subjects discussed. As pre- 
viously stated, an able course of lectures was given 
at the initiatory meeting. These were as follows : 
I. Pres. Wayland of Brown University, "Edu- 



* In the original draft it was proposed to name the organization 
" The New England Association of Teachers," but as there were 
many in the convention from the middle, western, and southern 
States, and also several friends of education who were not teachers, 
it was deemed best to adopt a more comprehensive title. The 
constitution may be found in the Appendix. 
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cation and the manner in which it is to be ob- 
tained."* 

2. John C. Warren, M.D., "Physical Educa- 
tion." 

3. James G. Carter. The development of " The 
Intellectual Faculties, and on Teaching Geography." 

4. William Russell. "The Infant School 
System." 

5. G.F.Thayer. "The Spelling of words, and 
a rational method of teaching their meaning." 

6. Nehemiah Cleaveland. "Lyceums and 
Societies for the diffusion of useful knowledge." 

7. Samuel P. Newman. " A practical method 
of teaching Rhetoric." 

8. F. J. Grund. " Geometry and Algebra^" 

* In his introductory address Dr. Wayland thus expressed his 
views of the object and importance of the organization of the Insti- 
tute. "In the long train of her joyous anniversaries, New England 
has yet beheld no one more illustrious than this. We have assem- 
•bled today not to proclaim how well our fathers have done, but to 
inquire how we may enable their sons to do better. We meet not 
for the purpose of empty pageant, nor yet of national rejoicing ; 
but to deliberate upon the most successful means of cultivating, to 
its highest perfection, that invaluable amount of intellect which 
Divine Providence has committed to our hands. We have come 
up here to the City of the Pilgrims to ask how we may render their 
children most worthy of their ancestors, and most pleasing to their 
God. We meet to give to each other the right hand of fellowship 
in carrying forward this all-important work, and here to leave our 
professional pledge that if the succeeding generations do not act 
worthily, the guilt shall not rest upon those who are now the 
Instructors of New England." 

2» 
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9. Henry K. Oliver. " The Monitorial Sys- 
tem." 

10. Wm. C. Woodbridge. " Vocal Music." 

11. Walter R. Johnson. "Linear Training." 

1 2. Warren Colburn. " Arithmetic." 

13. C. C. Felton. "Classical Learning." 

14. Wm. J. Adams. "The Construction and 
furnishing of School Rooms and School Apparatus." 

It will be seen that this must have been an ex- 
ceedingly valuable course of lectures, the subjects 
being of great importance, and the lecturers of the 
highest character and attainments, — most of them 
professional teachers, — all of them deeply interested 
in popular education. 

J^s the Institute was formally organized at this 
meeting, it seems quite proper that the names of the 
first list of officers be given in full, that it may be 
known who were interested in the early works of 
the Institute. So far as we know or believe, all 
have gone to their reward excepting the venerable 
and venerated Henry K. Oliver, who a ''little longer 
waits," lingering on the threshold of time, and wait- 
ing in a spirit of resignation for the final summons, — 
and, we doubt not, rejoicing in the thought that he 
had so largely participated in the formation of a 
society of such extensive usefulness. Though the 
"Fathers are dead," their works survive them, — a 
blessing to their children and to the world. 
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FiRst Officers of the American Institute of 
Instruction. 

President, 
Francis Wayland, Jr., Pres. of Brown University. 

Vice-Presidents. 
Wm. B. Calhoun, Springfield, Mass.. 
William Sullivan, Boston, Mass. 
John Adams, Andover, Mass. 
John Park, Boston, Mass. 
Nathan Lord, Hanover, N. H. 
Tlios. H. Gallaudet, Hartford, Conn. 
Andrew Yates, Chittenango, N. Y. 
Theo. Frelinghuysen, Newark, N. J. 
Robert Vaux, Philadelphia, Penn. 
Wm. C. Fowler, Middlebury, Vermont. 
Reuben Haines, Germantown, Penn. 
Benj O. Pease, Lexington, Ky. 
Nathan Guilford, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

-Recording Secretary — Gideon F. Thayer, Boston. 

Corresponding J Salmon P. Miles, Boston, Mass. 
Secretaries, \ Wm. C. Woodbridge, Hartford, Ct. 

Treasurer — Benj. D. Emerson, Boston, Mass. 

! Abraham Andrews, Boston, Mass. 
Josiah Holbrook, Boston, Mass. 
Wm. Russell, Milton, Mass. 

iEbenezer Bailey, Boston, Mass. 
Jacob Abbot, Boston, Mass. 
Geo. B. Emerson, Boston, Mass. ' 



12 



THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE 



[1830. 



CoimselorSj <( 



^Wm. J. Adams, New York, 

Jas. G. Carter, Lancaster, Mass. 

Joseph Emerson, Wethersfield, Conn. 

C. C. Felton, Cambridge, Mass. 

Wm. Forrest, New York. 

Walter R. Johnson, Philadelphia, Pa. 

John Kingsbury, Providence, Ri I. 

Sam'l P. Newman,- Brunswick, Me. 

Henry K. Oliver, Salem, Mass. 

Asa Rand, Boston, Mass. 

O. A. Shaw, Richmond, Va. 
I^Elipha White, John's Island, S. C. 

With a course of lectures of such merit and prac- 
tical worth as were given before the organizing 
Convention, and with such men, for the official 
management of this initial organization, the most 
favorable and beneficial results might reasonably be 
looked for, and if ever men had occasion to rejoice 
at the success of their efforts in a new movement 
for the advancement of a good cause, it may safely 
be asserted that those, through whose interest this 
Convention of August 1830 was called, must have 
returned to their several spheres of labor with' 
hearts full of joy : and now that the " Fathers sleep" 
and we of to-day enjoy the rich fruits of their labors, 
it becomes our bounden duty to foster and cultivate 
with greatest care and diligence the tree of their 
planting.* 

* Elbridge Smith, A.M., Principal of the Dorchester High School, 
in an exceedingly interesting lecture given before the Institute, in 
1867, thus spoke of the Convention of 1830, which inaugurated the 
Institute : " The proceedings of that Convention are worthy of our 
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Francis Wayland, President. 
Gideon F. Thayer, Secretary. 

Second Annual Meeting, 

The second meeting of the Institute was held in 
Representatives' Hall in the city of Boston, com- 
mencing on the morning of Aug. 25, 1831, and 
closing on the evening of the 30th, — six days well 
filled with lectures and discussions on educational 
topics. The meeting was presided over by Pres. 
Wayland, who was admirably fitted for such service. 

At this meeting the act of incorporation of the 

study. They show most conclusively that the men who composed 
it well knew what they were about. They show that they had sur- 
veyed the whole field of Education, and were competent to its im- 
provement. They show that these men had already done much 
toward establishing a truly liberal culture in the schools of America. 
There was John C. W^arren, already a veteran, — and probably at 
the head of the medical profession in America, to lecture upon 
physical education. There was Warren Colburn, to lecture on 
Arithmetic, who had already reformed this science, and through 
this had affected powerfully other branches of study. There was 
Wm. C. Woodbridge, to lecture, not upon his favorite subject, Geo- 
graphy, but upon vocal music, at that time scarcely known in our 
public schools; and it was through the influence of Mr. Wood- 
bridge that Lowell Mason introduced into musical instruction the 
method of Pestalozzi. There was John Pierpont, to. teach by pre- 
cept and example the principles of Elocution. There was Corne- 
lius C. Felton, to teach the utility of classical instruction as a means 
of Education. There was William Russell to plead the cause of 
infant schools. There was Francis J. Grund, from the best schools 
of Germany, to lecture upon the higher mathematics. There was 
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Institute by the State Legislature of Massachusetts 
was read and accepted, and it was voted that the 
constitution of the Institute, as formed the previous 
year, be adopted as its constitution in its corporate 
capacity. 

At this meeting of the Institute, lectures were 
given as follows : 

jAiiiES Walker. '' Accidental education." 

George B. Emerson. " The Education of 
Females." 

Rev. Jacob Abbott. " Moral Education." 

Stephen C. Phillips. '* The Usefulness of 
Lyceums." 

Wm. H. Brooks. " The Education of the Five 
Senses.'* 

John L. Parkhurst. " How to Stimulate Stu- 
dents Without the Aid of Emulation." 



James G. Carter to urge the claims of Geography. There was 
Ebenezer Bailey, to teach English Grammar ; and Samuel P. New- 
man, to teach Rhetoric; and William J. Adams, to urge the import- 
ance of better School Architecture. Linear drawing was discussed 
by Walter R. Johnson ; the symmetrical development of the mental 
faculties by George B. Emerson ; The best methods of teaching 
Spelling by Gideon F. Thayer ; Lyceums were discussed by Nehe- 
miah Cleaveland ; School discipline by Samuel R. Hall, I believe 
the earliest American author on this subject; and monitorial 
instruction by Henry K. Oliver. (See Appendix for brief notices 
of these men.) Thus thoroughly and exhaustively did these men 
lay the foundations of the theory and practice of teaching for the 
schools of America; thus patiently and joyously, through five sul- 
try August days, with no festivals or excursions, did they apply 
themselves to the labor that they loved. And thus in full bloom 
and maturity, like Minerva from the head of her Sire, came into 
existence the American Institute of Instruction." 
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GooLD Brown. "Grammar." 

Prof. Wm. C. Fowler. "The Influence of 
Academies and High Schools on Common Schools." 

Clement Durgin. '* Natural History as a 
Common-School Study." 

Impressed with the importance of securing the 
erection of school-houses better adapted to the 
comfort and convenience of pupils, the board of 
management had offered a prize for the best essay 
on the " Construction of School-houses." At this 
meeting, five essays were presented, all of them 
meritorious and containing many valuable sugges- 
tions ; but after a careful examination, the commit- 
tee, to whom the decision was intrusted, were 
unanimous in awarding the prize for the essay 
presented by Wm. A. Alcott of Hartford, Conn., 
and this excellent essay, together with a. communi- 
cation on the same subject, from the Rev. Wm. 
Woodbridge, also of Hartford, was published in the 
volume of 1831. While this essay and communica- 
tion called for structures far in advance of those 
then prevalent, they were not such as would favor- 
ably compare with the best school buildings of the 
present day. In this we see the illustration of the 
- principle, that each generation will, if faithful, excel 
its predecessor in every important work. 

On the evening of the sixth day, the Institute, 
closed its second annual meeting, which had been 
well attended. The lectures, discussions, and 
essays had all been of great interest, and constituted 
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a very valuable addition to the educational literature 
of the day. 

As evidence of the interest manifested, it may be 
said that the daily sessions commenced promptly at 
half-past eight o'clock, and often the evening ses- 
sions did not close till lo o'clock. 

Prest. Wayland, and most of the other officers 
were re-elected for the next year. 



1832. 
Francis Wayland, President. 
Peter Macintosh, Secretary. 

Third Ammal Meeting, 
The third annual meeting of the Institute was 
held in the State House, Boston, on the 23d of 
Aug., 1832, and continued through the 28th. The 
daily sessions were commenced with great prompt- 
ness, at 8.30 A. M., and 3 p. m. On the first day of 
the meeting, a proposition was made to postpone 
the several lectures and adjourn the meeting on 
account of the prevalence of the cholera in some 
parts of the country. As however there was a 
large attendance, and there was no reason to appre-" 
hend the appearance in Boston of an epidemic so 
much dreaded, it was decided to continue the meet- 
ings in accordance with the published program, and 
a notice was inserted in the newspapers of Boston, 
informing the several lecturers that audiences would 
expect their presence. 
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From the records it would seem that the annual 
introductory address was given in a church. The 
following resolutions will give an idea of the system 
with which the meetings were conducted : 

" Resolved^ That Messrs. Sullivan and Pierpont * be a commit- 
tee to wait on Francis C. Gray and conduct him to Park St. Church 
where he is to deliver the annual introductory address." 

^^ Resolved, That Messrs. Rand and Carter be a committee to 
report for the public papers, the doings of the Institute from day to 
day, and to announce the lecturers and other exercises for the 
coming day." 

''* Resolved, That Messrs. Mcintosh, Titcomb, and Shaw of 
Boston, and Brown of New York, be a committee to seat the 
audience," 

** Resolved, That the Rev. clergy of all denominations, and 
editors of newspapers, be respectfully invited to attend the meet- 
ings of the Institute, and that the committee of arrangements be 
instructed to publish the invitation." 

" Resolved, That the government of the Institute be authorized 
and requested to extend tickets of admission to such individuals as 
they may deem proper." 

Among the questions for discussion at this meet- 
ing we find the following : " Can instructors have 
and preserve due respect from their pupils, if they 
converse with them on terms of familiarity, and 
partake with them occasionally in their usual exer- 
cises." We cannot learn what decision was reached 
on this singular question. 

The following lecturers appeared and spoke on 
the themes named. 



♦This was the Rev. John Pierpont the poet, author, and temper- 
ance advocate; — a man of decided ability and influence at that 
time. 
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Francis C. Gray. The introductory discourse. 
Subject: "The General Spirit of Inquiry." 

George Ticknor. "The Best Methods of 
Teaching the Living Languages." 

George Hay ward, M.D. " Some of the 
Diseases of Literary Life." 

Walter R. Johnson. " The Utility of Visible 
Illustrations." 

Rev. John Pierpont. "The Moral Influences 
of Physical Science." 

John A. Vaughn. " Rewards and Punishments 
in Schools." 

S. M. Burnside (Worcester). " Classification 
of Schools." 

Wm. H. Spear (Roxbury). "Proper Mode of 
Conducting Recitations, and the Utility of Ques- 
tions in Text-Books." 

Lowell Mason. " Method of Teaching Music." 

Dr. Spurzheim, of Germany. " Education." 

Elipha White, of So. Carolina. " The Condi- 
tion and Prospects of Common-School Education 
in the Southern States." 

Wm. B. Calhoun. " Duties of School Commit- 
tees." 

Roger S. Howard. "Defects of Common 
Schools." 

B. B. Foster. "Teaching Penmanship" — a 
prize essay. 

A. B. Alcott. "The Nature and Means of 
Early Education, as deduced from Experience." 
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Asa Rand. " Grammar and Composition." 
President Wayland was re-elected, as were most 
of the other officers of the preceding year. 

The following resolution was passed at the close 
of the meeting, indicating the success of the Insti- 
tute: 

" Resolved^ That the interesting transactions and punctual attend- 
ance of the members of the Institute, during its present session, 
have been such as to give the friends of the association increased 
cdnfidence in its tendency and power to accomplish the great pur- 
poses of the Institute." 

The meetings commenced on Thursday, and con- 
tinued through the Monday following. 
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Wm. B. Calhoun, President. 

A. W. Pike, Secretary. 

The Fourth Annual Meeting, 
The fourth annual meeting of the Institute was 
held in the Senate Chamber in Boston, — commenc- 
ing on Thursday Aug. 22d, and continuing through 
Tuesday the 27th. The attendance was large, and 
a " Seating Committee " was appointed as hereto- 
fore. The committee of arrangements was author- 
ized to employ one or more reporters to attend the 
sessions, and make reports of the lectures and dis- 
cussions. 

Previous to this it would seem that the attendance 
was limited to teachers and those specially interested 
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in the work of education, and Mr. Johnson of Phila- 
delphia moved "that the doors of the lecture room 
be open to all who may wish to attend." The sub- 
ject was referred to a special committee, but we 
cannot learn that they made any report at this 
meeting. 

President Wayland, who had been the presiding 
officer from the organization of the Institute, much 
to the regret of all, declined a re-election, and was 
succeeded by the Hon. William B. Calhoun, of 
Springfield, one of the earliest and most earnest 
friends of the Institute. 

It was at this session that the subject of Phre- 
nology was first brought forward for discussion. It 
was introduced and warmly advocated by Dr. 
Barber of Cambridge, who claimed attention to it 
as a science. He was supported by Mr. Johnson 
of Philadelphia, but Mr. Greenleaf of Bradford, in 
a few brief remarks, in his own peculiar style, 
expressed his total unbelief in the supposed discover- 
ies of Drs. Gall and Spurzheim. Several others took 
part, pro. and co7t,, and evidently there was an 
animated and interesting discussion on this then 
newly-broached subject. The discussion was con- 
tinued at some length, and the record says : — " Dr. 
Barber, with great animation and unhesitating con- 
fidence that he was on the side of truth, occupied 
the remaining time till the "going down of the 
sun" — which made rather a protracted session. 

Another subject brought forward for discussion 
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at this meeting was, "The Expediency of Bodily 
Punishments in School," and, it maybe said, that this 
subject under the head of " corporal punishment " 
has awakened more or less interest in nearly every 
educational meeting from that time till the present 
day. The discussions on this subject have had a 
very salutary effect, and brought about a much less 
severe, but more effective state of discipline. 

The lecturers and their subjects at this meeting 
were as follows : 

Wm. Sullivan, Boston. Introductory Address. 
Subject : " Education — What it is, and its neces- 
sity." 

S. R. Hall,* Andover. '*The Education and 
Qualification of Teachers." The spirit and import- 
ance of this lecture found response in the minds of 
many present, and it was followed by an animated 
and somewhat long discussioix 

Rev. Leonard Withington, Newbury, Mass. 
" Emulation as a Motive to Exertion in Schools." 

Rev. G. B. Perry, Bradford, Mass. " Prim2|||r 
Education." 

Prof. A. S. Packard, Bowdoin College. '"^The 
Best Method of Teaching the Ancient Languages." 

* Mr. Hall may be regarded as a pioneer in the work of improv- 
ing teachers, and as early as 1823, sixteen years before the establish- 
ment of the first Normal School, he resolved to devote himself to 
the education of teachers, and to this end .he gave seventeen years 
to conducting seminaries for teachers at Concord, N. H., Andover, 
Mass., and Plymouth, N. H. ; and through his influence and labors 
hundreds of teachers were better fitted for their work, and thou- 
sands of children enjoyed better advantages. 

3* 
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Dr. E. Reynolds, Boston. "The Importance 
to Parents and Teachers of- a Knowledge of Human 
Physiology." 

W. C. Woodbridge, Boston. "The Juvenile 
Population of the Unite.d States Requiring Instruc- 
tion." • 

George W. Greene, Providence. "Method of 
Jacotot." 

Prof. Benj. Hale, Dartmouth College. "The 
Best Method of Teaching Natural Philosophy." 

H. R. Cleaveland, Cambridge. "The Import- 
ance of a Knowledge of Ancient Art, to those 
engaged in the Higher Departments of Classical 
Instruction." 

W. C. Woodbridge, Boston. " The Best Modes 
of Teaching Geography." 

A. R. Baker, Andover. "Mental Philosophy 
Applied to Instrtictiop." 

In addition to the formal lectures above named, 
a familiar lecture on teaching penmanship was given 
h^ Mr, Wooster, and another on Elocution by Mr. 
Barber, of Cambridge. 

As indicative of the success of the Institute, we 
give the following resolution which passed at the 
last session of 1833 : — 

Resolved^ " That, as friends of Education, we have reason to 
rejoice at the appearance of continued interest manifested by the 
community in the objects of the Institute, and at the new proofs 
that this Society will exert a happy influence upon the cause of 
education." 

Since the previous meeting Warren Colburn, one 
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of the founders of the Institute, had died, at the 
early, age of forty years. He was well known, and 
favorably so, as the author of that excellent and 
pioneer work in mental arithmetic, — "Colburn's 
First Lessons in Arithmetic." 



1834. 

Wm. B. Calhoun, President* 

Alfred W. Pike, Secretary. 

TAe Fifth Afmual Meeting 
Was held in Representatives' Hall, Boston, com- 
mencing Aug. 21, 1834, and continuing five „days. 

Committees were appointed to fix the hours for 
meeting, and for the several lectures, and also to 
report to the newspapers the daily transactions. 

It was voted that an invitation be extended, 
through the newspapers, to clergymen of Boston 
and vicinity, and editors of papers and periodicals, 
to attend the meetings. 

Voiedt That the committee of arrangements be authorized to 
employ one or more reporters, to take notes of the discussions, etc. 

Gen. Mercer of Virginia had been expected to 
give the first lecture, but being unavoidably 
detained at home, the Hon. Caleb Cushing, on 
short notice, gave a lecture on ** The Proper Uses 
of Education." 



♦ In the absence of the President, Vice-President J. G. Carter 
presided. 
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In the afternoon, Rev. Warren Burton, of Hing- 
ham, Mass., lectured on "The Best Method of 
Fixing the Attention of the Young." 

Rev. Dr. Beecher, Pres. of Lane Theological 
Seminrary, Ohio, gave an extempore address on 
" The State of Education, and Wants of the West." 

This was followed by numerous questions con- 
cerning the west. 

In the evening the following question was dis- 
cussed till a late hour: "Has the Multiplication 
of School Books on the Same Subject, been Benefi- 
cial to the Interests of Education." 

On the second day the following votes were 
passed, indicating that the Institute was still quite 
restricted in its membership. 

" Voted^ That any person who has been a member of the Insti- 
tute more than one year, be allowed to invite two friends to the 
Lectures." 

" Votedf To reconsider the preceding vote, to afford opportu- 
nity for those opposed to discuss the subject." 

On renewal of the original motion it was voted, 
"That it be Indefinitely Postponed." Later in 
the session, a special vote was passed allowing each 
member to invite two parents to be present at the 
lecture of Rev. Jacob Abbott, on " The Duties of 
Parents in Respect to the Schools where their 
Children are Instructed." * 

Dr. Wm. Grigg of Boston, gave a lecture on 
** Physical Education illustrated by apparatus pre- 

* It was voted that ten thousand copies of this lecture be pub- 
lished, at once, for general circulation. 
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pared under his direction." Subject for discussion : 
" Can Common Schools be conducted profitably, with- 
out the aid of Bodily Punishment." After a few re- 
marks by F. Emerson of Boston, who proposed the 
question, it was tabled that the Institute might 
listen to a lecture on " The Improvement of Common 
Schools " by Rev. Stephen Farley of Amesbury, 
Mass., after which the discussion on "Bodily 
Punishment " was resumed and sustained with much 
spirit by F. Emerson anfl Mr. Ryder of Boston, 
Rev. Mr. Wright of West Newbury, Mr. Kimball of 
Needham, Mr. Alcott of Germantown, and Mr. 
Tenney of Andover, — mostly on the negative side. 

Lowell Mason delivered, to a very large audience, 
a lecture on " Music, as a Branch of School Instruc- 
tion, and the Pestalozzian Method of Teaching It," 
illustrated by a juvenile choir. 

The following resolution offered by G. F. Thayer 
was passed : 

" Resolved^ That the introduction of Vocal Music into our schools 
is an object of high importance to the community, and the American 
Institute of Instruction do hereby most cordially recommend it to 
public favor." 

At the evening session there was a very animated 
discussion on "The Utility and Inutility of Pictures 
in Books and Publications, designed for Children." 
For about two hours the discussion was continued 
with great interest by Messrs. Alcott of German- 
town, Wright of West Newbury, G. Brown of New 
York, H. W. Carter, Dr. W. A. Alcott, and A. W. 
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Pike of Boston, Dr. T. P. Jones of Washington, and 
Prof. Griscom of Providence. Later in the session, 
the subject was resumed and sustained by Dr. 
Alcott of Boston, Prof. Farnsworth, and others with 
great interest. The discussion had reference to the 
pictures as used in the books at that time, and not 
as they might be. 

Rev. M. M. Carll of Philadelphia, delivered a 
lecture on " Maternal Instruction and the Manage- 
ment of Infant Schools." * 

Dr. J. V. C. Smith of Boston, delivered a lecture 
(extempore) on "The Mechanism and Philosophy 
of the Organs of Sense," illustrated by apparatus, 
exhibiting the several parts of the Ear. " At a 
later hour, Dr. Smith gave the second part of his 
lecture, illustrating the Eye by ingenious apparatus 
of his own invention.*' 

Thomas Sherwin of Boston, lectured on " Teach- 
ing the Elements of Mathematics," illustrating his 
own method by a class of boys in Algebra. 

The subject for the evening discussion was "The 
Expediency of endeavoring to induce Children to 
regard their Studies as an Amusement, rather than a 
Labor." This was discussed for an hour by Messrs. 
DeWitt, Farnsworth, and Clark of Providence, 
Alcott of Boston, and others, and then indefinitely 
postponed. 

Monday, Aug. 25th. Dr. A. A. Gould of Boston, 



* By special vote each member was allowed to invite two parents 
to attend this lecture. 
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gave a lecture on " Natural History as a Study for 
the Young." 

Rev. Hubbard Winslow lectured on " The Dan- 
ger of Unsafe and Useless Innovations, and the 
Indications of any Tendency to this evil in our 
Country." 

Dr. T. C. Jackson of Boston, gave a lecture on 
'* Chemistry and Its Uses." 

At the evening sessions, speakers were limited 
to ten minutes each, and no one was allowed to 
speak the second time, if others wished to speak for 
the first time. 

The subject for discussion was ** The Use and 
Abuse of Recommendations, in Reference to Sub- 
jects Connected with Education." 

A very animated discussion followed, in which 
the following gentlemen participated : Greenleaf 
of Salem, Carter, Mcintosh, Emerson, Pettis, and 
Alcott of Boston, Wright of West Newbury, Blanch- 
ard of Vermont, Clark and Farnsworth of Provi- 
dence, Goold Brown of New York, and Rev. Mr. 
Allen of Northborough. 

The feeling was very decided and strong against 
the free and inconsiderate manner in which recom- 
mendations of books and individuals were given. 

Hon. Judge Story of Cambridge, lectured to a 
very large audience on " The Science of Govern- 
ment as a Branch of Popular Education." 

Dr._C.J^0LLEN of Cambridge, gave a lecture on 
" The Study of History, and the Best Mode of 
Prosecuting It." 
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Dr. J. Barber of Cambridge, gave a lecture on 
"Phrenology as Connected with Education.** 

A spirited and prolonged discussion of the sub- 
ject followed in the evening, under the ten minute 
limitation rule, in which the opening disputants 
were Blanchard of Vermont in opposition to, and 
Pettis of Boston in favor of the science. After 
them, Goold Brown of New York, Capen and Car- 
ter of Boston, and Dr. Barber kept the audience in 
a " wide-awake ** mood for nearly two hours. 

The following resolution is of special interest as 
indicative of the progress in the line of the Insti- 
tute work : 

Resolved^ That the American Institute of Instruction regard 
with deep interest the rapid increase of kindred institutions in this 
country, especially at the south and west, and desire to take this 
method of expressing their hearty thanks for the cooperation of 
their brethren in the great cause of instruction and education. 

This meeting was one largely attended, and the 
several lectures were of very great interest, and the 
speakers of more than ordinary note. 



1836. 
Wm. B. Calhoun, President. 
A. B. HoYT, Secretary. 

Sixth Annual Meeting. 
The sixth annual meeting was held in Represen- 
tatives' Hall, Boston, from Aug. 20th to 25th, 
inclusive. The hours of meeting were 8.30 a. m. 
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and 3 o'clock p.m., — and at 7 o'clock in evening for 
discussions. 

The lectures were as follows : 
^ Rev. W. H. FuRNESS, Philadelphia. "The 
Spirit of the True Teacher." 

Rev. R. W. Emerson, Concord. "The Best 
Mode of Inspiring a Correct Taste in English 
Literature.*' 

E. Washburn, Worcester. " Political Influence 
of Teachers." 

Herman Bockum. "The State and Prospects 
of the German Population of this Country." 

A. Pierson, M.D., Salem, Mass. " What Prin- 
ciples in Human Physiology and Anatomy are 
most Generally Neglected in our Systems of 
Education ? " 

The lecture of Dr. Pierson was followed by the 
reading of a communication from Miss Sarah 
Austin, of New York, on " The Prussian System 
of Schools." 

Roswell: Park, George's Island, Mass. "Re- 
ligious Education." 

Dr. H. S. McKean, Cambridge. "The Ends 
a Teacher should have in View in the Moral and 
Intellectual Development of Children." 

Jarvis Gregg, Andover. '*The Importance of 
an Acquaintance of the Philosophy of Mind to an 
Instructor." 

H. W. Carter, Boston. " Means of Forming 
the Habit of Attention in Children." 
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Prof. Alpheus Crosby, Dartmouth College. 
*' The Study of the Classics/* 

Rev. T. B. Fox, Newburyport. " The Meaning 
and Objects of Education." 

Theo. Dwight, Jr., New York. '* The Man- 
agement of a Common School." 

R. C. Waterston, Boston. "The Importance 
of Giving a Right Moral Direction in the Earlier 
Stages of Education." 

Walter Channing, M.D. "The Moral Rela- 
tions of Natural History." 

J. Blanchard, Andover. "The Means of Culti- 
vating the Social Affections among Pupils." 

Prof. Walter Johnson, Philadelphia. " Schools 
of Art. 

Rev. S. NoTT, Jr., Wareham,- Mass. "The 
Proper Education for an Agricultural Population." 

H. R. Cleaveland. '' The Study of Mythol- 
ogy." 

Sidney Willard, Cambridge. "The Impor- 
tance and Means of Forming a Taste in English 
Composition." 

It may readily be inferred from this long list of 
lecturers, and the importance of their themes, and 
the discussions that would naturally follow, that the 
time and attention of those in attendance was pretty 
closely occupied. In addition to these we find that 
the following subjects and resolutions were brought 
up for discussion. 

" What Modes of Punishment are Adapted to 
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Produce the Best Moral Effects ? " The speakers 
were limited to five minutes each, but a large num- 
ber spoke, and the subject was laid over till the 
next morning when it was again brought up, and 
after an animated discussion, a committee of five 
was appointed to report on the subject. 

The next question proposed was '* Would not the 
Interests of Education be Promoted in our Common 
Schools and Academies, if the Youth in them were to 
Pursue but One Branch of Study at the Same Time ? ** 

A resolution was offered favoring but one princi- 
pal study; but we cannot learn that there was any 
action on the same. 

** What can be done to Remedy the Evils arising 
from a Multiplicity of Text-books in the same Dis- 
trict or Town.'* • After a spirited discussion com- 
mittees were appointed to report at the next annual 
meeting on each of the following subjects : 

I. School-books. 2. School Committees. 3. 
School-houses. 

" What are the Best Motives to be Presented to 
Pupils as Encouragement to Moral and Intellectual 
Well-doing.?" 

" Should not a greater Proportion of Time be given 
to Extemporaneous Discussion of Questions,' which 
have a Direct Practical Bearing on Education, — 
Special Reference being had to Public and District 
Schools." 

" Are not Keys prepared for the use of Teachers, 
on the whole, Injurious rather than Beneficial to 
the Schools in which they are used ? " 
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" Is the course now usually Pursued in Country 
Schools the best suited to the wants of those 
Educated in them ? " 

The following resolution was passed near the 
close of the meetings, and a committee of five 
appointed to carry it into effect : 

" Hesolved, That there be a committee appointed to address 
the public, respecting the best means of improving the condition of 
common schools, requesting a publication in the popular news- 
papers of the day." 

It would seem that up to this time the Institute 
was a pretty " close corporation," as three different 
attempts had been made to secure the passage of a 
resolution which should allow the several member% 
to bring into the meetings one or two of their friends 
who were not members, — but the several attempts 
proved abortive. This, let it be remembered, was 
previous to the invention or discovery of " picnics," 
" excursions," and " social gatherings." 



1886. 
Wm. B. Calhoun, President.* 
Thomas Cushing, Jr., Secretary. 

Seventh Annual Meeting, 
As heretofore the meeting this year was held in 
Representatives' Hall, commencing Thursday, Aug. 

* In the absence of the President, W. B. Calhoun, Mr. Carter, as 
'first Vice-President, filled the chair, at this, and also the previous 
meeting of the Institute. 
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25th, and continuing through the Tuesday follow- 
ing. 

As a special committee was appointed at the 
opening of the meeting " To introduce Ladies and 
Strangers," we may infer that the conditions for 
admission had been somewhat modified. At the 
same time the following vote was passed : 

•* Votedy That invitation be given to all clergymen, and also to 
gentleman who have heretofore delivered lectures before the Insti- 
tute, to attend our meetings." 

A special committee was appointed as at previous 
meetings, to report the doings of the meeting to the 
newspapers. 
* The lecturers * and subjects were as follows : 

S. G. Howe, Boston. " The Education of the 
Blind." 

Wm. H. Brooks, Salem. " Thorough Teaching." 

S. R. Hall, Andover. . 

J. H. Belcher, Boston. " The Incitements to 
Moral and Intellectual Well-doing." 

Rev. Mr. Kimball, Needham. "The Peculiar 
duties of Female Teachers of Common Schools.'* 

T. D. R Stone, Concord, N. H. " The Teaching 
of Elocution in Schools." 

H. R. Cleaveland, Boston. '* The Influence 
of Intellectual action on Civilization." 

The number of lectures at this meeting was 

* The day sessions were at nine a.m., and three p.m., for lectures. 
The evening sessions were for discussions, and held in Chauncy 
Hall, at seven o'clock. 
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much less than at most previous meetings, and 
more time was given to discussion. An attempt 
was made to limit the speakers to fifteen minutes 
each, but the resolution was tabled, and we doubt 
not that it might be said of some of them, — *' They 
spoke at length.*' The following questions and 
resolutions formed the topics for discussion : 

" What is a Teacher's duty to his Scholars in 
their use of Food, as to Quantity and Kind, in re- 
spect to its influence on Health, and mental and 
moral Culture .'* " 

" What can the American Institute do, in addi- 
tion to what it has done, to meet the wants of the 
American people in relation to education ? " 

A committee appointed to report on the above 
question offered the following which were accepted : 

" Resolved^ That no education is worthy the name which does 
not educate man in special reference to his destiny as an individual, 
and as a social being.'' 

** Resolved t That ignorance in the community generally, in 
regard to man*s true destiny, what it is, and what are the means of 
achieving it, is one of the greatest hindrances and discouragements 
to the educator, in the successful discharge of his duty." 

"Resolved, That the Institute respectfully recommend and 
urge upon all parents and guardians, and especially upon all 
teachers, to turn their attention to the great purposes of all educa- 
tion, and to use their best efforts to enlighten the whole community 
in regard to the grand object which the educator should propose as 
the end of all his labors." 

'* Is it expedient that Teachers should engage 
with Determination and Enthusiasm, in the work 
of abolishing the use of Alcohol and Tobacco } " 



/. 
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" Is not the object of our free-school Instruction 
partially defeated, while it is left optional with 
Parents either to send their Children to School, or 
to let them roam about the streets and fields in 
Ignorance, and ought not, therefore, attendance on 
Instruction to be made a statutory requirement in 
this Commonwealth ? " 

"The use of the Bible in Schools." 

" The Influence of the first seven years on the 
Future Character.'* 

" Is the Introduction of a perfect Alphabet of the 
English Language practicable, and if so, is it expe- 
dient to attempt to Introduce one at Present ? " 

" Is the necessity of Moral Education, as the 
ground of all Human Culture, felt as it ought to be 
by Educators, and by the Community Generally ? " 

** The Professional Education of Teachers." 

After the discussion of this subject, the following 
resolutions were offered and accepted : 

" Resolved t That the business of teaching should be performed 
by those who have studied the subject of instruction as a profes- 
sion." 

^^ Resolved i That there ought to be at least one Seminary in 
each State, devoted exclusively to the education of Teachers ; and 
that this Seminary should be authorized to confer appropriate 
degrees." 

" Ordered.^ That the Board of Directors be instructed to memo- 
rialize the Legislature on the subject of establishing a Seminary for 
the Education of Teachers." 

On motion of G. F. Thayer, the constitution was 
so amended that the Institute could meet at differ- 
ent places. The constitution had provided that all 
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meetings should be held in Boston. The proposed 
change was unanimously approved, and it was voted 
that the next annual meeting be held at Worcester, 
Mass. 



1837. 
Wm. B. Calhoun, President. 
Thomas Gushing, Jr., Secretary. 

Eighth Annual Meeting. 

The eighth annual meeting of the Institute was 
held in Brinley Hall, Worcester, Mass., Aug. 24th 
to 29th, inclusive, 1837. 

The introductory address was given by Rev. 
Elipha White, John's Island, S. C, on " Educa- 
tion." 

The other lectures during the sessions were as 
follows : 

Rev. J. L. Russell, Hingham. " The Benefic- 
ial, Moral, and Intellectual Tendencies of the 
Knowledge and study of Natural History." 

Thomas H. Palmer, Vermont. " Primary Edu- 
cation." 

Pres. Bates, Middlebury College. " Moral Edu- 
cation." 

Rev. Charles Brooks, Hingham. "Teachers' 
Seminaries." 

Wm. B. Fowle, Boston. " The Use and Abuse 
of Memory in Education." 
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Rev. John Pierpont, Boston. " The Relation of 
the Teacher to the Community." 

Prof. Mulligan, . New York. "The Study of 
the Classics." 

Lewis De Mariotte, Cambridge. " The Insti- 
tutions for Education in Italy." 

Rev. Theo. Edson, Lowell. " The Comparative 
Advantages of Public and Private Schools." 

J. Orville Taylor. Albany. " The Common 
Schools of Europe and our own Country." 

Rev. Gardner B. Perry, Bradford, Mass. " What 
Influence can the Christian Ministry Exert on the 
Common Schools of our Country.?" 

Prof. Chas. Pigot, Philadelphia. "The Teach- 
ing of French." 

David Fosdick, Jr., Andover. " School Elocu- 
tion." 

Pres. Jasper Adams, Charleston, S. C. "The 
Relation existing between the Trustees and Faculty 
of a College, University, or Academy." 

R. G. Parker, Boston. " The Teaching of Com- 
position in Schools." 

Wm. Russell, Philadelphia. " Reading and Dec- 
lamation." 

In addition to the Lectures the following ques- 
tions and resolutions came before the meeting for 
discussion and action : 

" The Utility of School Libraries and Apparatus.*' 

"Which is the Most Valuable as a Means of 
Education, — Recitation or Conversation ? " 
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"Is the Acquisition of Useful Knowledge, or 
Intellectual Discipline the Chief Object of School 
Education ? " 

" Resolvedy That a committee of five be appointed by the Board 
of Directors, to Memorialize Congress and each of the State Legis- 
latures, on the importance of establishing Teachers* Seminaries."* 

The Rev. Mr. Brooks of Hingham, having read 
some translations from pamphlets sent him by Vic- 
tor Cousin, on "The Normal School System of Hol- 
land," and also a communication received from him 
in relation to the Institute, it was 

**Votedy That the Thanks of the Institute be presented to Mons. 
Victor Cousin for the hearty interest he has evinced in it, and the 
objects in which it is engaged, and for the aid that he so kindly 
proffers us. And, also, that the distinction of Honorary Member- 
ship be extended to him." 

" Votedy That the volumes of the Lectures of the Institutes from 
the beginning be presented to Victor Cousin with a certificate of 
Honorary Membership." 

Resolved, That the American Institute of Instruction congratulate 
the friends of Education in our country upon the Establishment of 
the Board of Educationt in this commonwealth, whose cooperation 
in the cause in which this Institute is engaged, is a strong guaranty 
of its ultimate success and triumph. 

Voted f That the next meeting of the Institute be held in the city 
of Lowell, Mass. 

* The committee appointed referred the subject back to the 
Institute, and it was tabled for future consideration^ 
t The Board was established in 1837. 
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1838. 
Wm. B. Calhoun, President.* 
Thomas Gushing, Jr., Secretary. 

* Ninth Amiual Meeting, 

This meeting was held in Mechanics* Hall, Lo- 
well, Mass., on the 23d, 24th, 25 th, 27th, and 28th 
of August, 1838. 

On motion of Mr. Greenleaf of Bradford, it was 

Voted^ That the interval after any lecture be devoted to discuss- 
ing the principles advanced in the lecture, and that fifteen minutes 
be the limit for any one speaker, without special permission. 

The introductory lecture was given by the Rev. 
Chas. Brooks of Hingham. (Subject not given.) 

On motion of Mr. Thayer of Boston, the follow- 
ing important vote was passed ; 

Voted^ That the citizens of this community generally, and the 
vicinity, be invited to attend the meetings of the Institute, free of 
expense. [1% these later days we urge them to come from near and 
far, and it is not easy to realize that these early educational meet- 
ings were held with closed doors. Surely the " world moves." — Ed.] 

R. G. Parker of Boston, gave a lecture on " Eng- 
lish Grammar." 

A lecture on " Model Schools " was delivered by 
Thomas D. James of Philadelphia, and one on 
"German Language and Literature" by Herman 
BoKUM of Cambridge. 

Rev. A. B. MuzzEY of Cambridgeport, lectured 



* In the absence of the President, J. G. Carter, the senior Vice- 
President, took the chair. 
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on " The Bearing that School Education has upon 
the Common Duties of Life." 

The subject of *• Compulsory Education*' was 
next taken up, and an interesting discussion fpl- 
lowed, in which Messrs. Brooks of Hingham, Green- 
leaf of Bradford, Pettis of Brookline, Mann, Alcott, 
and Jenks of Boston, Bartlett of Low^l, Clark of 
Chelsea, Bokum of Cambridge, James of Philadel- 
phia, and Tuck of Gloucester, took part. 

" Man, the Subject of Education " was the theme 
of a lecture by S. G. Goodrich of Roxbury. 

C. Plato Castanis gave a lecture on the " Past 
and Present conditions of Education in Greece, and 
their Results." 

A lecture on "Oral Instruction" was given by 
Rev. EzEKiEL Rich of Troy, N. H., which, after a 
brief recess, was followed by a lecture oh " The 
Mutual Duties of Teachers and Parents,"* by David 
P. Page of Newburyport. * 

The subject for discussion at the evening meet- 
ing on the 24th, was "The Advantages of a fixed 
Code of Laws and Punishments in a School." An 
interesting and lively debate was continued till a 
late hour, in which Messrs. Mann, James, Bradford, 
Westford, Thayer, and F. Emerson participated. 

In connection with a discussion of Oral Instruc- 
tion, Rev. Mr. Brooks gave an account of the Bor- 
ough Road School, London; and William Russell 

* Five thousand copies of this excellent lecture were printed for 
gratuitous circulation. 
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of Boston, read an account of the Sessional School 
at Edinburgh. 

Joseph Harrington, Jr., of Boston, gave a 
lecture* on the " Practicability and Expediency of 
introducing Vocal Music as a branch of Instruction 
into our Common Schools." 

Dr. Elisha Bartlett of Lowell, lectured on 
" The Head and the Heart, or the relative value and 
importance of Moral and Intellectual Education.'* 

Prof. Lovering of Cambridge, delivered a lecture 
on "Astronomy." 

"The Characteristics of a Good Teacher," was 
the subject of a lecture by George W. Warren 
of Charlestown. 

The Committee on Compulsory Education re- 
ported the following resolution which was passed : 

" Resolved^ That as all popular governments, in the very nature 
of things, must be dependent upon the general prevalence of intel- 
ligence and virtue for their stability and efficiency for good, so it is 
the right and duty of these governments, not only to provide for, 
but to secure, by legislative enactments, if necessary, the intellectual 
and moral education of the young." 

After an interesting discussion on the expediency 
and practicability of introducing vocal music into 
common schools, it was unanimously 

" Resolvedy As the sense of the American Institute of Instruction 
that it is desirable that the Teaching of Vocal Music should be 
introduced into Common Schools as soon as it may be practicable." 

On the last day of the meeting, Rev. Chas. White 

* By special request this lecture was repeated in the evening. 

5 
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of Oswego, N. Y., gave a lecture on the ** Literary 
Responsibility of Teachers." 

The next lecture announced was to have been by 
Prof. Orr on "The School System of Connecticut," 
but as he was not able to attend on account of ill 
health, his lecture was read by Rev. Mr. Blanchard 
of Lowell. 

A letter from Victor Cousin, in answer to one 
written him last year at the direction of the Insti- 
tute was read by the Secretary and was followed by * 
these resolutions : 

" Resolved^ That the Institute receive with much satisfaction the 
kind and encouraging letter of Mons. Victor Cousin and the . 
volumes accompanying it." 

** Resolvedf To transmit to him through the Secretary, the Lect- 
ures of the present year, with a suitable expression of our respect 
and regard." 

The first seven annual meetings were held in the 
city of Boston, and some doubted the expediency of 
changing the place of meeting, but the success of 
the last two meetings, at Worcester and Lowell, 
was so satisfactory that the directors recommend 
that the next meeting be held in Springfield, Mass. 

As an indication of the interest awakened^ the 
directors in their report state that the sum of five 
hundred dollars have been raised as a premium 
for the best essay upon "A System of Education 
Best Adapted to the Common Schools of our Coun- 
try," — the directors reserving the right of rejecting 
all essays offered, if not deemed satisfactory and 
worthy of publication. 
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1839. 
Wm. B. Calhoun, President. 
Thomas Gushing, Jr., Secretary. 

Tenth Annual Meeting. 

This meeting was held at Springfield, Mass., 
Aug. 22d, 23d, 24th, 26th, and 27th. 

A committee was appointed to consider the con- 
stitution with the view of changing time and place 
t)f meeting. 

Messrs. F. Emerson, Mann, and Dillaway were 
appointed a committee to invite the venerable Dr. 
Noah Webster to attend the meetings, and to 
request of him the favor of a lecture or remarks in 
relation to the objects of the Institute. 

As it was ascertained that Dr. Webster had left 
the city, it was 

" Votedf That Dr. Webster be made an honorary member of the 
Institute, and that the President communicate to him this vote 
with that previously passed inviting his attendance at the meetings 
of the Institute." 

Robert Rantoul, Jr., of Boston, Mass., gave the 
introductory address on " The Education of a Free 
People." 

A lecture on *' School Libraries," was next given 
by Mr. H. Fulle;^ of Providence. 

Dr. J. G. Metcalf of Mendon, Mass., gave a lect- 
ure on " The Physiology of the Skin." 

" Resolvedy That the establishment of Normal Schools* in this com- 

* The first Normal School in America was opened at Lexington, 
Mass., July 3, 1839, under the charge of the late Cyrus Peirce. 
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monwealth receives the hearty approval of the Institute, and should 
have the countenance and support of every friend of education." 

Remarks on this were made by Messrs. Thayer, 
Carter, Pettis, F. Emerson, and Mann of Boston, 
Miles of Lowell, Dr. Osgood of Springfield, Green- 
leaf of Brooklyn, N. Y., Mack of Cambridge, James 
of Philadelphia, and it passed almost unanimously. 

On motion of Horace Mann, it was 

" Voted, That the intervals after the lectures be devoted to discuss- 
ing the subject-matter of those lectures, — unless otherwise ordered." 

Rev. Dr. Emerson of Westfield, gave a lecture 
on " Mind and Its Developments." 

Discussed by Messrs. Thayer, Carter, and Pettis, 
after which, Luther B. Lincoln of Deerfield gave a 
lecture on " The Cultivation of a Classic Taste in 
School." 

Mr. Thayer of Boston, made remarks on the 
subject. 

Rev. Henry A. Niles of Lowell, gave a lecture 
on " Natural Theology as a Study in School." 

Following this, Mr. Thayer of Boston offered 
some resolutions on the late Ebenezer Bailey, one 
of the founders and Vice-Presidents of the Institute, 
which, after remarks by Messrs. Thayer, Greenleaf, 
and Emerson, were passed. 

The proposal of the American ^^yceum for a gen- 
eral convention of the friends of education in 
Philadelphia was discussed by the Institute, at two 
or three different times, and the appointment of 
delegates was finally left to the discretion of the 
directors. 
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The next subject for discussion was " How Can 
the Current Defects in the Reading and Spelling of 
the Community be Obviated ? " 

Remarks and accounts of the different methods 
of teaching were made by Messrs. Greenleaf, Pettis, 
Gushing, Thayer, Fuller, Stowe (of Ohio), Mann, 
Parish, Hartshorn, and Clark. 

Messrs. Mann, Pettis, and Emerson were ap- 
pointed a committee to consider if some plan can 
be devised for giving a more extensive circulation 
of the' information contained in the volumes of the 
Institute.* 

Thomas Cushing, Jr., of Boston, gave a lecture 
on "The Division of Labor in Instruction." 

Discussed by Messrs. Greenleaf, Pettis, Mann, 
and Mack. 

David Mack of Cambridge, lectured on " The 
Claims of an Age and Country upon Teachers." 

G. F. Thayer of Boston, gave a lecture on 
" Courtesy." An interesting discussion followed in 
which Messrs. Stowe, Mann, Pettis, Macintosh, 
Peirce, Greenleaf, and Emerson participated. 

The Institute adjourned on the afternoon of the 
26th to attend the meeting of the Hampden County 
Teachers' Association. 

*The committee subsequently reported and recommended the 
publication of portions of the most valuable lectures in a cheaper 
form, provided it could be done without expense to the Institute. 
They also recommended that hereafter, no lecture be published in 
paft in the new edition, but that it should be taken or left as a 
whole. 

s* 
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In the evening, Prof. Stowe of Ohio, gave an 
interesting lecture on "The Bible as a School 
Book." 

On the 27th or last day of the meeting, Alex- 
ander H. Everett of Roxbury, lectured on "The 
Progress of Moral Science and Its Application to 
the Business of Practical Life." 

The last lecture of the session was given by 
Thomas P. Rodman of Providence, on " The Com- 
parative Results of Education." 

After the passage of the customary closing* reso- 
lutions, the Institute adjourned sine die. 



1840. 
James G. Carter, President. 
Thomas Cushing, Jr., Secretary. 

Eleventh Afinual Meeting. 
This meeting was held in the city of Providence, 
Aug. 1 8th, 19th, 20th, and 2ist. The introductory 
lecture was given by Hon. Horace Mann, Secre- 
tary of the Mass. Board of Education. 

The other lectures and exercises were as follows : 
Wm. Russell, Boston. " Teaching Reading." 
John N. Bellows, Newport, R. I. "The Duty 
of American Teachers." 

Thomas Cushing, Jr., Boston. " Objects to be 
aimed at in School Instruction and Discipline." . 
G. F. Thayer, Boston. " Courtesy." 
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Rev. A. B. MuzzEY, Cambridgeport. "The 
Objects and Means of School Instruction." . 

Rev. Jacob Abbott, Roxbury, Mass. "The 
Common Complaints made against Teachers." 

T. D. P. Stone, Andover, Mass. " The Cultiva- 
tion of the Voice." 

Hon. Horace Mann, Boston. *' Previous Study 
Indispensable to the Parent and Teacher in the 
Education of Children." 

Thomas A. Greene, New Bedford. " The duty 
of Visiting Schools." 

Dr. Usher Parsons, Providence. "The Brain 
and the Stomach." 

The following questions were proposed for dis- 
cussion : " Can Corporal Punishment be Dispensed 
With, and a School be well Governed ? " This 
question was discussed at length, and with great 
ability at two different sessions, and then laid upon 
the table. 

" Should the principles of Emulation be appealed 
to, to excite a School to Intellectual Exertion ? " 
This question after a prolonged and animated dis- 
cussion was tabled. 

Prof. Peirce, of Lexington Normal School, offered 
the following : 

** Resolved^ That ladies attending the session of the Institute, 
who are teachers, be requested to take a part in the discussions, and 
give their experience in teaching and governing schools." 

After an earnest discussion the following amend- 
ment was offered, and indefinitely postponed : 
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" Resolved^ That all teachers, male and female, who are present 
at this session of the Institute, be at liberty to state their expe- 
rience in regard to teaching and governing schools." 

From the above we may readily infer that good 
" Father Peirce " was in advance of the times. 
What he so urgently advocated more than forty 
years ago, now prevails as a matter of course. 
Surely the educational world has progresses. 

As one of the results of the interest awakened, 
largely by the formation and influences of the 
American Institute of Instruction, was the estab- 
lishment of slate and city superintendencies. 
About the year 1837, State Boards of Education 
were formed in Massachusetts and Connecticut, and 
Horace Mann was made Secretary of the former, 
and Henry Barnard of the latter. The following 
resolutions adopted at this meeting will indicate 
the feeling of the Institute in relation to the first 
appointments of state and city superintendents : 

"Kesolvedy By the American Institute of Instruction, that the 
establishment of the Board of Education in Massachusetts was a 
measure founded in wisdom, and exhibiting an enlightened regard 
for the welfare of the Public Schools of the Commonwealth." 

^^ Resolved^ That the continuance of the present highly gifted 
and faithful individual (Horace Mann), in the office of Secretary 
of that Board, is important to the full success of the attempt to 
elevate the condition and character of the Common Schools." 

" Resolved, That the Institute contemplate with unmingled satis- 
faction the establishment of a Board similarly constituted in the 
State of Connecticut, and also the reforms in the other New 
England States, as furnishing a pledge that New England is resolved 
to take care of her most important interests." 

" Resolved, That the Institute view with entire approbation the 
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establishment of the office of Superintendent of Common Schools, 
in the city of Providence, as tending to the lasting good of the 
schools." 



1841. 
Geo. B. Emerson, President. 
^ Thos. Gushing, Jr., Secretary. 

Twelfth Annual Meeting, 

This meeting was held in the Hall of the House 
of Representatives, Boston, Aug. 17th, i8th, 19th, 
and 20th, 1 84 1. 

The introductory address was dehvered by R. 
Waldo Emerson, Goncord, subject not named. 
This was the only exercise of the first morning. 

In the afternoon the lecturer announced not 
being present, the subject of " Teaching Spelling," 
was discussed by Messrs. Pettis, G. B. Emerson, 
Thayer, and Alcott of Boston, and Bragg of New 
York. This was followed by a lecture on Arithme- 
tic, by T. F. Bragg of New York. 

Evening, The subject of Spelling was again 
taken up, and discussed by Messrs. Mann, Titcomb, 
and F. Emerson. 

Second Day, The first lecture was given by E. 
A. Robinson, Freetown, Mass!, on " Moral Educa- 
tion," which was followed by a lecture from A. 
Gray of Andover, on **The Importance of the 
Natural Sciences in a system of Popular Educa- 
tion." 
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A third lecture was given by Rev. Theo. Parker 
of Roxbury, on " The Education of the Laboring 
Classes/' 

Afternoon. Lecture on " Reading," by D. B. 
Tower, of Boston. The reports of committees, and 
items of business occupied the remainder of the 
afternoon. 

Evening, Subject for discussion, " The success 
which has attended the Method of Teaching to read 
by Words, previous to learning the Letters," which 
was introduced by a letter from a lady, and dis- 
cussed by Messrs. Mann, Alcott, Titcomb, Thurs- 
ton, Peabody, and Howe. 

Third Day, Rev. Warren Burton, gave a 
lecture on " The Culture in the Young for a taste 
for Natural Scenery." E. A. Lawrence of Haver- 
hill, on " Constitutional Law, as a Branch of Com- 
mon-school Education." 

Hon. Horace Mann gave a lecture on "The 
best Mode of Preparing Spelling Books." 

A lecture on " The Use of the Globe in Teaching 
Geography," by A. Fleming of Haverhill, N. H. 

Evening, Subject for discussion — " The Impor- 
tance to the Teacher of Specific Instruction in the 
Art of Teaching." Messrs. Sherwin, Alcott, Pettis, 
Titcomb, Thurston, Howe, G. B. Emerson, Rantoul, 
Hillard, Peabody and others took part in the dis- 
cussion. 

Fourth Day. Rev. J. S. Dwight of Northampton 
gave a lecture on " The Importance of Preserving 
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Simplicity of Character." This was followed by 
some highly interesting and practical remarks by 
the President, after which Messrs. Greenleaf, Tit- 
comb, Thurston, Rodman, and Mann made remarks 
on the subject of Mr. Dwight's lecture. 

Wm. B. FowLE of Boston lectured on "The Edu- 
cation of the Propensities." 

The committee appointed to advise as to future 
action of the Institute, made report, which, after 
some amendments, was accepted, as follows : 

1. That the Institute at its present meeting 
select subjects to be discussed at the next. 

2. That the subjects selected be announced in 
a circular letter, addressed to every Teacher, of 
both sexes, in the county where the meeting is to 
be held ; or by some other mode, at least three 
months previous to the meeting. 

3. That members of the Institute and others 
known to be interested in the subjects of discussion, 
be invited to be present and discuss them, in writ- 
ten arguments, or in extemporaneous addresses. 

Teachers were urged to support the Common 
School yotirnal* which greatly needed encourage- 
ment. 



♦This very valuable Journal was edited by Horace Mann and 
published, without pecuniary profit, for about twelve years — previous 
to 1850. 
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1842. 

Geo. B. Emerson, President. 
Thos. Gushing, Jr., Secretary. 

Thirteenth Annual Meeting. 

This meeting was held in New Bedford, on the 
17th, 18th, and 19th of August, 1842, and the intro- 
ductory address was given by Dr. Alonzo Potter, 
of Union Gollege. 

Prof. Sears (later Dr. Sears), of Newton, gave a 
lecture on the " German Philologists." 

Evening. ''Is Specific Education necessary for 
Teachers 1 " was discussed by Messrs. G. B. Emer- 
son, Robinson, Greenleaf of Bradford, Robbins of 
Rochester, Ladd, Howe, and Congdon. 

Second Day. President Emerson delivered a 
valuable lecture on " Moral Education," for which 
special thanks were tendered, and a vote passed for 
printing five thousand copies of the lecture for gra- 
tuitous circulation. 

Dr. S. G. Howe of South Boston, next gave a 
lecture on **The Philosophy of Language." 

A lecture on the "Girard College/' by E. C. 
Miner of Philadelphia, was read by Secretary Gush- 
ing, the author being unable to attend. This was 
followed by a lecture by Rev. A. B. Muzzey of 
Cambridgeport, on " The School-room as an Aid to 
Self-Education." 

Evening. The question for discussion was : 
"Ought children under eight years of age to be 
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kept still when not employed upon their lessons ? " 
Messrs. Greenleafs of Massachusetts and New 
York, Mann, Nott, Barker, Bishop, Fowle, and Em- 
erson, participated in the discussion, — after which 
Messrs. Emerson and Baker spoke on **The Utility 
of the Blackboard." 

Third Day. Mr. William H. Wood gave a lec- 
ture on "The Moral Responsibility of Teachers.'^ 

Hon Horace Mann delivered a lecture on "Dis- 
trict School Libraries.* * 

The Institute held no meeting in the afternoon, 
as the Bristol (Mass.) County Teachers' Association 
was to hold a meeting and had invited members of 
the Institute to meet with the same. 

In the evening the subject of "High Schools" 
was discussed by Messrs. Emerson, Congdon, 
Bishop, Gardner, Mann, Arnold, and Baker. 

After sundry complimentary resolutions, the In- 
stitute adjourned sine die. 



1843. 
Geo. B. Emerson, President. 
Thos. Gushing, Jr., Secretary. 

Fourteenth Annual Meeting, 
This meeting was held in Pittsfield, Mass., August 
iSth, i6th, and 17th, 1843, and the introductory 
address was given by President Humphrey of Am- 
herst College, on '-' Moral and Religious Education." 
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The second lecture was by S. Adams of Bolton, 
on " Classification of Knowledge." 

In the evening Mr. C. Pierce, by request, gave a 
lecture on " Reading, and the Manner of Teaching 
by the Word Method ;" after which there was a 
general invitation to those present to take part in^ 
discussion of *' Corporal Punishment." 

Cyrus Mason of New York, gave an account of 
the Grammar School of the University in the City 
of New York, which had been successfully con- 
ducted several years without corporal punishment. 
Cyrus Pierce made remarks favoring the practica- 
bility of dispensing with corporal punishment. 
D. P. Page of Newburyport, stated some difficulties 
that stood in the way, and did not believe such 
punishment could be dispensed with, in the present 
condition of things. 

Second Day, D. P. Page gave a very valuable 
lecture* on "Advancement in the Means and Meth- 
ods of Public Instruction." 

A. Greenleaf of Brooklyn, gave the next lecture 
on " The Faithful Teacher." 

A communication was read from Miss Catharine 
Beecherin regard to making "The Science of Domes- 
tic Economy" a branch of study in all Female Insti- 
tutions. After remarks by Prof. Agnew, S. Pettis, 
A. Greenleaf, H. Hubbard, and C. Mason, a resolu- 
tion was passed favoring Miss Beecher's views. 

*It was ordered that two thousand copies of this lecture be 
printed for circulation. 






■rp- ^ I V ^^ -■ ^.- i A :} 
1843.] OF INSTRUCTION^^^^^^Jt-iQ-^*^^^ 

R. S. Howard of Newburyport, gave a lecture on 
" A few of the Hows in Teaching." Remarks on 
the same by Messrs. Greenleaf, Mason, and Agnew. 

The last lecture of the afternoon was given by 
Prof. Agnew on "The Moral Dignity of the 
Xeacher." 

In the evening the subject of corporal punish- 
ment was taken from the table and discussed 
under the five-minute limitation rule, by W. B. 
Fowle, A. Greenleaf, W. D. Ticknor, Hubbard of 
Worcester, C. Mason, S. J. May, C. Peirce, and J. 
Kingsbury. 

The lectures in the forenoon of the third day 
were on " Defects of Common Schools," by R. B. 
Hubbard of Worcester, and on *' Anatomy and 
Physiology " with illustrations, by Dr. Lambert of 
New, York 

In the afternoon Prof. J. E. Murdock delivered a 
lecture on " Elocution and Vocal Gymnastics." 

In the evening the Rev. S. J. May delivered a 
lecture on "The Importance of our Common 
Schools." Remarks were made by Messrs. Hub- 
bard of Pittsfield, Mason, Emerson, Agnew, Green- 
le^-f, and Pierce, after which the customary resolu- 
tions were passed, the Doxology sung, and the In- 
stitute adjourned sine die. 
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1844. 
Geo. B. Emerson, President. 
S. S. Greene, Secretary. 

Fifteenth Annual Meeting, 

The fifteenth annual meeting was held in Port- 
land. Me., commencing on Friday, Aug. 30, 1884, 
and continuing until noon of the Tuesday following. 
The attendance was large, and the lectures and 
discussions were of an interesting character. The 
lectures were as follows : 

Rev. C. E. Stowe, then of Portland, " The Re- 
ligious Element in Education." * 

Allen H. Weld of Yarmouth Academy, Me., 
gave a lecture on " Classical Instruction." 

An animated and prolonged discussion followed 
this lecture, mainly on " Modes of Teaching Lan- 
guage in our Schools." 

Chas. Northend of Mass. " Obstacles to the 
greater success of Common Schools."! 

Charles Brooks. "Natural History, as a study 
in School." 

G. Vail. " Modes of Illustrating Geography, 
Astronomy, and Spherical Trigonometry," with 
apparatus of his own invention. 

* It was voted that five thousand copies of this lecture be printed 
for gratuitous distribution. 

t Two thousand copies of this lecture were ordered to be printed, 
of which five hundred were to be distributed in Portland under the 
direction of the School Committee. 
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D. P. Galloup of Mass. '* Dangers of Teachers." 
Henry Barnard. " The Difficulties attending 
Common Schools and their Remedies." 
Joseph Hale. ''School Discipline." 
S. S. Greene. " Methods of Teaching to Read" 
William Russell. " Female Education." 
Horace Mann. " The Necessity of Education 
in a Republican Government." 

In addition to the lectures, and the discussions 
following the same, an entire evening was given to 
the discussion of " Home Preparation for Schools." 
The Hon. Horace Mann opened the discussion and 
spoke at some length and with great force. He 
was followed by several others, and the evening 
was of great interest and profit. Johft Neale of 
'Portland, offered the following resolutions which 
were ordered to be laid on the table : 

" Resolved^ That the time now devoted to the study of the dead 
languages as a part of collegiate education, may be better employed 
upon other subjects." 

" Resolvedy That if it were otherwise, the present system of instruc- 
tion is unwise, unphilosophijcal, and wasteful." 

We cannot learn that these resolutions were 
subsequently taken from the table, though we have 
reason to believe that the sentiment or spirit 
expressed by them has not always remained " on 
the table." 

After passing sundry resolutions, and singing the 
Doxology, the Institute adjourned. 

6» 
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1845. 

Geo. B. Emerson, President/ 
Samuel S. Greene, Secretary. 

The Sixteenth Annual Meeting 

Of the Institute was held in Hartford, Conn., on 
Aug. 2 1st, 22d, and 23d. 

' The introductory lecture was delivered by Rev. 
Dr. Hawes of Hartford, — subject, " Dignity of the 
Teacher's Office." 

The exercises of the 22d were, a lecture on 
" The best Method of Teaching Geography," by 
Wm. B. Fowle, — after which the question " What 
is the best Course to Adopt in regard to Whisper- 
ing in School ? " was discussed by Messrs. Sherwin, 
Abbott, and Prof. Sanborn. 

G. S. Hillard of Boston, gave a lecture on " The 
connection between Geography and History." 

E. Jarvis, M.D.,of Dorchester, next gave alecture 
on " Physiology," after which the '* Whispering " ques- 
tion was discussed by Messrs. Sanborn, Parish, F. 
Emerson, and others. 

Evening, A lecture of unusual interest on " Edu- 
cation," was given by Hon Horace Mann. 

On the second day the subject of Whispering 
was again brought to the front, and discussed by 
Messrs. Thomas of New Haven, Macintosh, and F. 
Emerson of Boston, C. Pierce of Newton, and Green- 
leaf of Brooklyn. 

The " Duties of Examining Committees," was 
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the subject of a lecture by Prof. E. D. Sanborn, 
which, after a brief recess, was followed by a lecture 
on " The Idea of a Perfect Teacher," by Prof. D. 
Olmsted of New Haven. 

A lecture on ** Teachers' Institutes,'* was given in 
the afternoon by Hon. Salem Towne of Aurora, 
N. Y., which was followed by a lecture on ** Vocal 
Music in Common Schools," by A. N. Johnson of 
Boston. This was discussed by Messrs. Greenleaf, 
Tower, Bishop, and others. 

Evening, The subject for discussion was — " In 
what way can Teachers best secure the Interest of 
the Parents in the Schools where their Children 
are Taught ? " The speakers were Messrs. Parish, 
Tower, Macintosh, Sanborn, Adams, Bungers, Fowle, 
Jackson, Greenleaf, Mann, and Pierce. 

Monday, Aug. 25th. Owing to the non-appear- 
ance of some of the lecturers it was voted to discuss 
" The Organization of Schools for Cities, and other 
Populous Places." The subject was opened by 
Supt. Bishop of Providence, who gave the plan for 
that city. Mr. Fowle also, spoke on the subject. 

It was voted to request of Rev. Dr. Hawes a copy 
of his lecture on " Female Education," * for the 
volume, and also voted to print five thousand copies 
of the lecture for distribution. 

F. A. Adams of Dummer Academy, next lectured 
on " Intellectual Arithmetic." The following ques- 
tions were discussed at some length : " Why is Eng- 

* This lecture was delivered Sunday evening. 
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lish Grammar a dry Study ? " " Why do so few Pupils 
in our Public Schools become good Grammarians ?*' 
Rev. Mr. Frazer of New York, Wm. B. Fowle of 
Boston, and G. F. Thayer, spoke on these questions. 
The last lecture of the course was delivered Mon- 
day evening by Hon. Henry Barnard, which was 
listened to with deep interest and satisfaction, 
after which several resolutions were passed, and the 
Intstitute adjourned sme die. 

Note. It will be seen that at the organization of the Institute 
and during the earlier years of its existence, common-school teach- 
ers took no part in its exercises, — while college professors, teachers 
of private schools and academies, clergymen and members of other 
professions, were the active members. But in course of a few years 
we find that the interest in the subject reached the public-school 
teachers, and that they have largely participated in the exercises of 
later years. In 1845 the Massachusetts State Teachers* Association 
was formed and composed largely of teachers in public schools. 
This was one of the results of the influence of the Institute, and 
the two associations have, for nearly forty years, labored with per- 
fect harmony and with the same general objects in view. 
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1846. 
Geo. B. Emerson, President. 
Wm. a. Shepard,- Secretary. 
Seventeenth Annual Meeting. 

This meeting was held at Plymouth, Mass., Aug. 
21, 22, and 24, 1846. The President opened with a 
brief history of the Institute, its aims and objects, 
and made an earnest appeal to all friends of educa- 
tion in its behalf. 

The lectures were as follows : 

Rev. J. Whitman, Lexington, Mass. *' Home 
Preparation for School."* 

Rev. Mr. Hooker, Falmouth, Mass. "The 
Influence of Moral upon Intellectual Improvement." 

LiEUT.-Gov. Reed, Boston. "Parental Educa- 
tion." 

N. Tillinghast, Principal of the Bridgewater 
Normal Schools. "Errors in Teaching the Ele- 
ments of Some School Studies." 

RuFus Putnam, Salem, Mass. '* The Essentials 
of a Common-School Education." 

Rev. S. J. May. " The Education of the Facul- 
ties, and the Proper Employment of Young Chil- 
dren at School." 

Luther B. Lincoln, Hingham, Mass. "The 
Obligations of Towns to Elevate the Character of 
Common Schools." 

♦ The Institute showed its appreciation of this lecture by voting 
to print 5,000 copies for gratuitous circulation. 
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A. Parish, Springfield, Mass. "The Import- 
ance of Cultivating Taste in Early Life." 

A. Andrews, Boston. " The Analysis of 
Sounds." 

Rev. Mr. Huntington, North Bridgewater. 
'* The Study of the English Language." 

In addition to the discussions following the sev- 
eral lectures, Messrs. Sherwin of Boston, and Kings- 
bury of Providence addressed the Institute at some 
length on " The Importance of Daily Preparation 
on the Part of the Teacher for the Duties of the 
School-room." In the evening the Rev. Mr, 
Brooks of Boston, and Hon. Henry Barnard of 
R. I., closed the exercises of the Institute with able 
and spirited addresses on "The Obligation of 
Towns to Elevate the Character of Public Schools." 

Thomas Sherwin of Boston, chairman of a special 
committee appointed at the previous meeting to 
petition the Legislature for the renewal of an act 
to give pecuniary aid to the Institute, reported that 
the committee's effort had been, crowned with suc- 
cess, and that an annual grant of $300 had been 
secured. 
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1847. 

Geo. B. Emerson, President. 
John D. Philbrick, Secretary. 

Eighteenth Annual Meeting, 

, The eighteenth annual meeting of the Institute 
was held in the hall of the House of Representa- 
tives, Concord, N. H., on the 17th, i8th, and 19th, 
of August, 1847. 

The lectures were as follows : 

Prof. Brown, of Dartmouth College. "The 
Elements of the English Language." 

Horace Mann, West Newton. "Motives of 
Teachers." 

Rev. Hubbard Winslow, Boston. " Study of 
Language." 

Joshua Bates, Boston. " Requisites for Suc- 
cess in Teaching.". 

S. S. Greene, Boston. " English Grammar." 

Joseph Hale, Boston. "Thorough Teaching." 

Rev. T. P. Rodman. " The Appropriateness of 
Studies to the State of Mental Development." 

Spirited and interesting discussions on the fol- 
lowing subjects occupied much of the time : 

" The Appropriate Helps Required by the Stu- 
dent, both in the Study of the Classics and of the 
Sciences, in Order to Secure the Highest Degree 
of Proficiency." 

" The Progress and Present State of Education 
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in New Hampshire, and the Best Means of Securing 
Its Further Progress." 

At a citizens' meeting held in Representatives 
Hall on the last day of the session the following 
resolutions presented by Judge Upham were unani- 
mously passed : 

" Resolved, That we tender our thanks to the American Institute 
of Instruction, for the appointment of their annual meeting in New 
Hampshire, and for the satisfaction we have experienced in listening 
to the able and instructive lectures and discussions, during their 
present session. That we cordially approve the objects of the 
Association, as a powerful agency in promoting the cause of educa- 
tion, and that its officers ajid members are entitled to the gratitude 
of the public for their efforts. 

" Resolved^ That we pledge ourselves as citizens of New Hamp- 
shire, to aid, as far as in our power, the American Institute of 
Instruction, in promoting the cause of education." 



1848. 
Geo. B. Emerson, President. 
John D. Philbrick, Secretary. 

Nineteenth Annual Meeting, 
This meeting was held in Bangor, Me., Aug. 15, 
16, and 17, 1S48. 

The first session was in the afternoon of the 15th, 
and after the usual opening exercises and the 
appointment of several committees, Thomas Sher- 
wiN of Boston, gave a very valuable lecture on " The 
Power of Example in Teaching." 

An animated and interesting discussion followed 
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in which Messrs. Thayer and Sherwin of Boston, 
Jocelyn and Northend of Salem, Wells of Newbury- 
port, Wetherell of New York, Rust of New Hamp- 
shire, Littlefield of Bangor, Hedges of New Jersey, 
and Greenleafs of Bradford and Brooklyn, took 
part. The interest in this subject and lecture was 
such that the discussion of it was resumed in the 
evening, when, in addition to the speakers of the 
afternoon, remarks were made by Russell of 
Lowell, Batchelder of Lynn, Lincoln of Boston, 
Baker of R. I., and by the President. 

The first lecture of the second day was by John 
Kingsbury of Providence, on "Failures in Teach-* 
ing."* Remarks on the lecture were made by the 
President, and Messrs. Greenleafs of Bradford and 
Brooklyn, and Thayer and Sherwin of Boston. 

William D. Swan of Boston, gave a lecture on 
"The Improvement of Common Schools." 

In the afternoon, after the election of officers 
and the transaction of some business, an hour was 
given to some resolutions and remarks on the lives 
and characters of two prominent and useful mem- 
bers who have died the past year. These were, 
David P. Page, the first principal of the State 
Normal School at Albany, N. Y. — a man of rare 
worth and great influence in educational work — and 
Peter Macintosh of Boston, one of*the earliest mem- 
bers of the Institute, both as a member and Vice- 

* Five thousand copies of this lecture were printed for gratuitous 
circulation. 
7 
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President. Remarks on Mr. Page were made by 
Messrs. Thayer, Greenleaf, Wells, and Northend, 
and on Mr. Macintosh by Messrs. Field and Brooks. 
The last exercise of the afternoon was a lecture on 
"School Government" by John D. Philbrick of 
Boston. 

On the evening of the second day Jacob Batch- 
elder of Lynn, delivered a lecture on " The Coopera- 
tion of Parents and Teachers." This was discussed 
by the Messrs. Greenleaf, Thurston of Maine, and 
Abbott and Henry of New York. 

Third Day, The first lecture was by Rev. Mr. 
Monroe of Bradford, Mass., on " The Qualification 
of Teachers." This was discussed by Messrs. Rust, 
Greenleaf, Henry, and the President, and a com- 
mittee appointed with instructions to secure the 
publication and gratuitous distribution of as many 
copies of Mr. Monroe's lecture as the means of the 
Institute will permit. 

The next lecture was by N. G. Clark of Vermont, 
on "The Common-School System of Vermont," — 
after which, by request, Mr. Rust gave an account 
of the school system of New Hampshire. 

In the afternoon, after a lecture by Mr. A. Walker 
of Bangor (subject not given), "The duties of 
School Committees in Relation to Personalities in 
making their Reports," was discussed with much 
spirit by Messrs. Baker and Kingsbury of R. I., 
Wells, Greenleaf, and Swan of Mass., and Wetherell 
and Henry of N. Y. 



1849] OF INSTRUCTION. 6/ 

Early in the session the President gave a brief 
history of the American Institute, which was pub- 
lished. 

On the last evening the first subject for discus- 
sion was ** Ventilation," which, after a short time, 
was tabled to make way for the last lecture of the 
session, by W. G. Crosby of Belfast, Me., on "The 
Claims of the Free School upon all Classes in 
Society." A copy of this lecture was requested for 
publication to the extent that the means of the • 
Institute would permit. 

After a few earnest parting words from the Presi- 
dent the Institute adjourned sine die. 



1849. 
Gideon F. Thayer, President. 
Charles Northend, Secretary. 

Twentieth Annual Meeting. 

The twentieth annual meeting was held in the 
First Church, Montpelier, Vermont, commencing 
Aug. 14, 1849. The attendance was large, and 
after an appropriate introductory address by Pres. 
Thayer, the Institute was cordially welcomed to 
Vermont by Roger S. Howard of Thetford. 

The lectures during the session of the Institute 
were as follows : 

Rev. Dr. Hopkins of Burlington. " Religious 
Instruction." 
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Prof. Shedd, Burlington. "The Relative Posi- 
tion and Influence of Collegiate Education in a 
complete system of State Education." 

Pres. Labaree of Middlebury. " The Educa- 
tion Demanded by the peculiar Character of our 
Civil Institutions." 

W. O. Ayers, Boston. " The Claims of Natural 
History as a branch of Common-School Education." 

Wm. C, Goldthwait of Mass. " Practical Edu- 
cation." 

Thomas H. Palmer of Vermont. " The Essen- 
tials of Education." 

Mr. Shattuck,* of Ohio. "Drawing in 

Common Schools." 

E. D. Sanborn of Dartmouth College. " Edu- 
cation, — the Condition of National Greatness." 

Rev. Dr. Sears, Secretary Massachusetts Board 
of Education. ** The uses of Imagination in Schools 
and Real Life." 

Hon. Henry Barnard, Connecticut. " Teachers* 
Institutes." 

Roger S. Howard of Vermont. " Earnestness 
as an Element of Success." 

Rev. C. Brooks, Boston. " The Duties of Legis- 
latures in Relation to Schools." 

Among the subjects for discussion were : "School 
Discipline," — a ''chronic" subject, without which 



* Mr. Shattuck being present at the meeting was specially invited 
to give a lecture on this important branch, — at that time receiving 
scarcely any attention in common schools. 
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educational meetings would be deficient ; " Natural 
History," — its importance and place in schools ; 
and "Classification in Schools," — the discussion 
on the last being opened ably by Mr. Barnard. 

Gov. Eaton of Vermont, by special request 
addressed the meeting on "The Schools of Ver- 
mont." 

It having been announced that the Hon. Henry 
Barnard of Connecticut, contemplated writing tKe 
history of Education, the following resolution was 
passed : 

" Resolved^ That we have the utmost confidence in Mr. Barnard's 
ability to prepare a History of Education, and that we will afford 
him every aid within our power in the prosecution of this impor- 
tant work." 

**Resolvedy That Charles Northend and S. S. Greene of Mass., 
R. S. Howard of Vermont, E. D. Sanborn of New Hampshire, and 
Solomon Jenner oi New York, be a committee to confer with Mr. 
Barnard in relation to the subject." 

The meetings were continued three days, and 
the time was evidently fully occupied. Before 
adjourning the Directors were instructed to take 
measures to secure from the Legislature of Massa- 
chusetts a renewal of the annual grant of ;^300, to 
aid in promoting the objects of the Institute. 

mortuary record. 
James G. Carter, Chicago, July 1849, aged 54 years. 
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1850. 

Gideon F. Thayer, President. 
John Batchelder, Secretary. 

Twenty 'First Annual Meeting, 

This meeting was held in Northampton, Mass., 
Aug. 13, 14, and 15, 1830. 

The Rev. Dr. Allen made an address of welcome 
to which the President made fitting response, after 
which the Hon. Henry Barnard of Connecticut, 
gave an able introductory address on " Education." 

This lecture was discussed by Messrs. Field and 
Greene of Boston, Greenleaf of Bradford, Northend 
of Salem, Graham of Northampton, and Wells of 
Newbury port. 

Aftertioon, Lecture by Rev. J. P. Cowles of 
Ipswich, on . 

After a brief discussion of this lecture, the subject 
of Mr. Barnard's lecture was again taken up, and a 
very animated and interesting discussion followed, 
in which the following persons took part : Bulkley, 
McElligott, Calter, Thompson, Partridge, and Weth- 
erell of N. Y., Kingsbury of R. I., Burleigh of 
Md., and Baker of Mass. The following resolution 
was offered and adopted : 

" Resolved^ That the thanks of this Association be presented to 
the Hon. Henry Barnard, for the able and useful lecture, delivered 
by him to-day, and that it be printed for gratuitous distribution, if 
the funds of the Institute admit of it." 

Lecture by Rev. Lyman Whiting of Lawrence, 
Mass., on . 
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Second Day, Lecture by Barnum Field, Bos- 
ton, on . 

Lecture by C. C. Chase, Lowell, Mass., on 
" God's Plan for Educating Man." 

" Resolved^ That the thanks of this body are most justly due to 
Mr. Chase for the sound and educational views with which he has 
made his lecture to abound, and for his manly and eloquent expres- 
sion of them." 

In the afternoon John D. Philbrick of Boston, 
lectured on " The Characteristics of the True 
Teacher." 

Mr. Richards, Instructor of the Institution for 
Idiots at South Boston, in response to an invitation, 
made some interesting remarks on the mode of 
teaching this class of unfortunate children. 

Mr. H. Hizel, Director of the Asylum for the 
Blind at Lausanne, Switzerland, being called upon 
made some remarks on the general subject of 
education and also upon, the course pursued at the 
Institution in which he was interested. 

Evening. Edward Wyman of St. Louis, lectured 
on "The Influence of the Social Relations in the 
West upon Professional Usefulness and Success." 

N. P. Banks, assistant to the Secretary of Mass. 
Board of Education, being called up made an able 
and interesting address on " Popular Education." 

Third Day. Lecture by Solomon Jenner of 
New York, on the " Importance of Early Training." 

Hon. Amasa Walker of Brookfield, Mass., gave 
a lecture on "Political Economy as a Study for 
Common Schools." 
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An essay on " Instruction in History," by Miss 
Elizabeth Peabody, was read by Mr. Mack. 
It was voted to publish this essay. 
On motion of Cyrus Pierce : 

" Resolved^ That the thanks of the Institute arc due and hereby 
tendered to Miss E. Peabody for the essay on History read before us, 
and that we hope this essay is but a precursor of many other 
literary and scientific productions from our friends, the ladies." 

Mr. Rainy of Ohio offered the following : 

" Resolvedy That in view of the benefits which New England has 
received from her free schools during the last two hundred years, 
this association, composed mainly of New England teachers and 
educationists, earnestly recommend to each of the other States of 
this Nation, the provision of schools, in which tuition shall' be 
entirely free to all children." 

After being discussed by Messrs. Rainy of Ohio, 
Philbrick, Swan, and Greenleaf of Mass., Anthony, 
Lee, McElligott, and McKeen of New York, Graham 
and Banks of Mass., the resolution was adopted. 

The following resolution as offered by Mr. 
Barnard, was referred to the government of the 
Institute: 

" Resolved^ That the Board of Directors are hereby authorized to 
make application to the Legislature of each of the New England 
States for a pecuniary grant in aid of the objects of the Institute, 
viz. : 

" a. The appointment of an agent or secretary who shall devote 
his whole time to advancing the objects of the Institute. 

" b. The enlarging of the library or depository of the Association. 

" c. The publication of 

** I. A New England Journal of Education, under the joint cooper- 
ation of the State Teachers' Association and the State Educa- 
tional Authority of each State. 
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" 2. A series of Tracts or Essays, — each devoted to a discussion 
of a particular subject; and offered, at cost of production, for 
circulation.* '. 

** 3. An annual report of the condition of the common schools in 
each of the New England States. 

"4. Contributions to the newspapers by correspondents." 

The last lecture of the session was by Rev. Dr. 
Gannett of Boston. 

After the usual votes of thanks to the lecturers, 
citizens of Northampton, etc., the President read 
some interesting lines, sent in by a lady, and made 
a few appropriate closing remarks, and then all 
united in singing Old Hundred, after which the 
Institute adjourned sine die. 



1851. 
Gideon F. Thayer, President. 
Jacob Batchelder, Jr., Secretary. 

Twenty 'Second Annual Meeting. 

This meeting was held in Keene, N. H., Aug. 
12, 13, and 14, 1851. 

The President thanked the citizens of Keene for 
their readiness to provide for the present meeting, 
and encourage the Institute to come to this beauti- 
ful town. In behalf of the citizens of Keene, Mr. 



*We cannot learn what definite action was taken in regard to 
these propositions, but we do know that Dr. Barnard, at his own 
expense, caused many thousands of appropriate tracts to be printed 
and circulated in Rhode Island and elsewhere. 
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L. C. Chamberlain expressed thanks to the Insti- 
tute for consenting to appoint a meeting at this 
place, and extended to the members a cordial 
invitation to visit the citizens at their homes. 
On motion of W. D. Swan : 

" Resolved^ That the thanks of the Institute be tendered to the 
members of the General Court of Massachusetts, for their liberal 
grant of three hundred dollars per annum for five years, to enable 
us to carry on the great work of public instruction." 

The introductory lecture was by Hon. Geo. N. 
Briggs, Pittsfield, Mass., on ''Popular Education." 

The afternoon exercises of the first day were as 
follows : 

Lecture by Daniel B. Hagar, West Roxbury, 
on "The Supervision of Schools." 

Lecture by Samuel W. Bates, Boston, on " The 
Manifestations of Education in Dififerent Ages." 

Evening. Rev. Dr. Leonard of Dublin, N. H., 
gave a lecture on "The Present Condition and 
Wants of Common Schools." 

The topics suggested in this lecture were dis- 
cussed by Rev. Dr. Sears of Newton, and Messrs.^ 
Sherwin and Sullivan of Boston. 

Second Day. Lecture by Henry K. Oliver of 
Lawrence, Mass., on '* Teachers' Morals and Man- 
ners," followed after a brief recess by a lecture by 
Thomas Cushing, Jr., of Boston, on " The Teacher 
in the Nineteenth Century." 

A resolution favoring the phonetic system was 
discussed by Dr. Stone, Gov. Briggs, Messrs. Bates, 
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and Greenleaf, and the subject was referred to a 
committee of five to consider and report at the next 
annual meeting. The committee was composed of 
W. D. Swan, Geo. N. Briggs, S. C. Dillingham, S. 
W. Bates, and Dr. J. W. Stone. 

Lecture by Wm. D. Swan * of Boston, on " The 
Duties of Teachers." 

" The Use of Keys '* was the subject for discus- 
sion, and the speakers were Messrs. Jones, Morse 
of Nantucket, Greenleaf of Bradford, Hagar of West 
Roxbury, Wetherell of Rochester, Northrop of 
Saxonville, and Horace Mann, — mostly against the 
use of keys by pupils. 

Resolutions concerning Mr. Barnum Field, mas- 
ter of the Franklin School, Boston, whose sudden 
death occurred a few months previously, were 
offered by W. D. Swan, and passed, after being 
supported by brief and appropriate addresses by 
Messrs. Philbrick and Allen of Boston. 

Lecture by Wm. D. Northend, Salem, Mass., on 
"The Importance of Moral and Religious Education 
in a Republic." 

The following resolutions were read and probably 
adopted though not so reported : 

** Resolvedy That Normal Schools, or Institutions for the thorough 
training of teachers, are essential elements in a comprehensive 
system of public instruction." 

" Resolved^ That we rejoice in what has been done by such schools 



* Chas. H. Wheeler of Salem, Mass., had been announced as the 
lecturer at this time, but was absent on account of sickness. 
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where they have been established, and recommend the establish- 
ment of such institutions in the States where they do not exist." 

Mr. Burnbam of Vermont invited all members of 
the Institute to attend a State Teacbers' Associa- 
tion at Waterbury, Vermont. 

Messrs. Greene, Philbrick, Nortbend, Bisbop, 
and King, were appointed delegates to tbe meeting. 

Last Day. Christopher A. Greene of Milton, 
Mass., lectured on " The Different Methods of 
Teaching Spelling." A discussion followed in 
which Messrs. Thayer, Greenleaf, Sherwin, Weth- 
erell, and Dr. Stone, participated. 

The following resolutions were offered by Mr. 
Sullivan of Boston, and after being discussed were 
adopted : 

" Resolved^ That it is the tendency of the times to disturb the 
balance of intelligence and virtue, which, together, form the princi- 
pal of stability in a republic ; — manifested in an unwillingness to 
submit to parental authority, the rules of good-breeding, and other 
moral restraints becoming a self-governing people " 

" Resolved^ That in the decline of moral discipline in families, and 
the neglect of it in schools, we cannot rely upon the Sunday-school 
and the Pulpit as effectbaUy as might otherwise be, to counteract 
that tendency and preserve that balance ; and we therefore recom- 
mend a more faithful early moral restraint at home, according to 
the Scriptures; and with the Scriptures as the standard, the 
adoption, by prompt, yet judicious means, of systematic moral 
training in school, especially from the age of six to fourteen." 

Evening. Rev. Darwin H. Ranney of Ver- 
mont gave the last lecture of the session on " Phy- 
sical Education.'* 

At the close of the lecture the following resolu- 
tion was adopted : 
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** Resolvedy That the American Institute of Instruction deems the 
adoption of the system of grading schools into Primary, Intermedi- 
ate, Grammar, and High Schools, as the best method of rendering 
instruction and training economical, thorough and efficient.'* 

After the passage of several resolutions of thanks 
and a few earnest closing remarks by Pres. Thayer, 
the members united in singing the Doxology, and 
then adjourned, sitie die. 



1852. 
Gideon * F. Thayer,. President. 
Chas. E. Valentine, Secretary. 

Twenty-Third Annual Meeting. 

The Institute assembled at the Athenaeum build- 
ing in Troy, N. Y., on the 6th of Aug., 1852, and 
closed its sessions on the 9th of August. This was 
the first meeting held out of New England. 

Mayor Geo. Gould extended a cordial welcome, 
and in a "neat, concise, and pertinent speech,'* 
alluded to the purposes, duties, and position of the 
Teacher. 

Pres. Thayer responded in suitable terms, making 
a happy allusion to the siege of ancient Troy, 
which was taken and sacked by the passengers of a 
wooden horse, and expressed a wish that modern 
Troy, taken though it was by the passengers of the 
iron horse, might be reserved for a happier fate.^ 
He was answered impromptu by the mayor, — " Non 
Uinteo Danaos et dona ferentesT 
3 
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The Institute voted to accept, with thanks, an 
invitation from the Board of Instruction of the 
Rensselaer Institute, to attend the annual examina- 
tion of the pupils, — and also an invitation from the 
Troy Young Men's Association to use their Library 
and Reading Room, during their stay in Troy. 

The following were the exercises of the week : 

Rev. John Pierpont of Medford, Mass., on " The 
True Idea of Utility, as the Point at which Teach- 
ers Should Aim." 

Wm. H. Wells of Newburyport, a lecture on 
" Self Reliance." This was discussed by Messrs. 
Greenleaf of Bradford, and Greenleaf of Brooklyn, 
Ritchie of Roxbury, Russell of Lowell, and Hedges 
of N. Jersey. 

Lecture by Dr. J. W. Stone on '* Phonetics." 

In the evening the subject was discussed at 
length by the lecturers, Messrs. Greenleaf of Brook- 
lyn, Swan and Cornell of Boston, Clark of New 
York, Greenleaf of Bradford, Philbrick of Boston, 
Rev. Mr. Pierpont and others, after which a resolu- 
tion favoring the introduction of Phonetics was 
rejected. 

Saturday y Aug. 7th. After the usual opening 
exercises, Joshua Bates, Jr., of Boston gave a lect- 
ure on "Arnold as a Model Teacher." After a 
brief recess Geo. W. Pratt of Boston gave a lect- 
ure on " Music." 

• John Griscom, LL.D., late of BurUngton, N. J., 
and Prof. Walter R. Johnson, both members, — 
and the latter one of the founders, of the Institute, 
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having died since the last annual meeting, appropri- 
ate resolutions concerning each were unanimously 
passed. 

As several eminent educators from Ohio were 
present at the meeting, they were requested to 
choose one of their number to address the Institute. 
Dr. Lord was selected and presented a " Lucid 
Report of the Very Satisfactory Condition of Edu- 
cational Affairs in Ohio, and the Facilities for 
Advancing Its Interests." 

Charles H. Wheeler of Salem, Mass., gave a 
lecture on the " Essential Elements in American 
Education." 

Lecture by Wm. J. Whittaker of Boston, on 
" Drawing, as a Means of Education." 

In the evening Mr. W. again addressed the 
audience on " The Principles of Perspective;" illus- 
trating his remarks by the use of the blackboard. 

Sunday Evening, Aug, 8th. Lecture by Rev. 
Dr. Sears of Newton, Mass., on *'The Culture and 
Uses of the Imagination." 

On Monday morning at half -past eight o'clock, 
members met Mrs. Willard, by invitation, to witness 
an illustration of her method of teaching history, — 
after which, Joseph McKeen of New York, read a 
paper on " The School System of the State of New 
York." 

Lecture by Rev. J. D. Butler of Danvers, Mass., 
on " Incentives to Culture Among Teachers."* 

* a resolution was unanimously passed authorizing the Directors 
to print 5,000 copies of this lecture for gratuitous distribution. 
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Geo. B. Emerson of Boston, gave the last lect- 
ure of the course, on " Text Books,"— after which 
complimentary resolutions were passed to various 
persons and companies for favors received 

Pres. Thayer spoke a few " appropriate and elo- 
quent parting words." As a veteran in the profes- 
sion, he said he " felt it to be his privilege, and his 
duty, to throw into the path of those who should 
follow him the flowers and the fruit that he had 
culled in his long career." 

After singing "Old Hundred," the Institute 
adjourned sine die. 



1853. 
G. F. Thayer, President. 
Daniel B. Hagar, Secretary. 

Twenty-Fourth Annual Meeting. 

This meeting was held in the Hall of the House 
of Representatives, New Haven, Conn., on the i6th, 
17th, and 18th of Aug., 1853. 

The Hon. Henry Barnard, State Supt. of schools, 
cordially welcomed the Institute to the State, and 
James F. Babcock in behalf of the City Board of 
Education and Common Council extended a like 
welcome. Mr. B. read a letter in behalf of the 
officers of Yale College, tendering to the members 
of the Institute the use of the Library, Cabinet, 
and Picture Gallery, connected with the College. 
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Prof. Silliman, Sen., in behalf of the College Faculty 
expressed his sense of the importance of the work 
in which the Institute was engaged, and of the value 
of a general diffusion of knowledge as shown by 
this country when contrasted with the countries of 
Europe. 

Pres. Thayer made graceful and grateful acknowl- 
edgement of the kind words spoken, and proceeded 
to the work for which the Institute had come to the 
beautiful "City of Elms." 

The committee on Prize Essays, appointed at a 
previous meeting, reported that they had awarded 
the first prize of $25.00 to Edward A. H. Allen of 
Troy, N. Y., for an essay on " The Symmetrical 
Development of the Mental Faculties :" — also that 
no essay was deemed worthy of the second prize, 
and that a prize of $10.00 had been awarded to 
Cyrus Pierce of Mass. The first essay was read by 
Daniel Mansfield of Cambridge, — the author being 
absent. 

Afternoon, Lecture by John D. Philbrick of 
New Britain, Conn., on " The Advancement of 
Common-School Education." 

This lecture was discussed by Messrs. Greenleaf 
of Bradford, Dr. Hooker, and Prof. Silliman, Sen., 
of New Haven, and Dr. Comings of New Britain. 

Evening, Prof F. T. Russell had been 
announced to lecture on "The Use of Rules in 
Teaching Reading," but being unable to attend on 
account of sickness, his lecture- was read by his 
father, Prof. Wm. Russell. 
8* 
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Second Day. Mr. Philbrick moved that " A com- 
mittee of three be appointed, to report at the next 
annual meeting, on the provisions for the support 
of public schools in the different States of the 
Union." 

Messrs. Philbrick and Barnard of Connecticut and 
Supt. Bishop of Boston were appointed, and subse- 
quently Dr. Lord of Ohio was added. 

Prof. Krusi of Switzerland gave an interesting 
lecture on " The Life and Character of Pestalozzi." 

The topics of Mr. Philbrick's lecture were resumed 
ani discussed by Messrs. Morse of Hartford, Green- 
leaf of Bradford, and Greenleaf of Brooklyn, Pierce 
of Massachusetts, Rev. Dr. Bacon and Dr. Hooker 
of New Haven, Wells of Newburyport, and Hunt- 
ington of Waterbury. 

Two or three resolutions on the subjects dis- 
cussed were proposed but failed of adoption. 

Afternoon, Cyrus Pierce, Waltham, Mass., read 
his prize essay on " Crime, — its Cause and Cure." 
This was followed by an interesting discussion 
which was participated in. by Messrs. Greenleaf of 
Brooklyn, Huntington of Waterbury, Bishop of 
Boston, Rust of Tennessee, Dr. Hooker of New 
Haven, Dr. Sears of Massachusetts, and Dr. Gibbon 
of North Carolina ; all dissenting from the logic of 
the essay, — while they awarded all honor to the 
motives of the author.* 

*It appears from the records that this essay excited consid- 
erable feeling and animated discussion. We infer that the writer 
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Evening Session, Lowell Mason of Boston, 
delivered a lecture in the North Church on " The 
Teaching of Vocal Music According to the Princi- 
ples of Pestalozzi." On the following day Mr. 
Mason gave a familiar lecture on "Elementary 
Instruction in Vocal Music." 

Reports concerning education in different States 
were made in response to the calls from the Presi- 
dent as follows : Rev. Mr. Parsons spoke for Wis- 
consin, Prof. Fletcher for Indiana, Prof. R. S. Rust 
for Tennessee, Mr. Byington for Alabama, Dr. Gib- 
bon for North Carolina, A. Greenleaf and Mr. 
McKeen for New York, Mr. James for Pennsylva- 
nia, Mr. Hedges for New Jersey, and Prof. Silliman, 
Sen., and Mr. Huntington for Connecticut, J. Kings- 
bury for R. I., Dr. Sears for Massachusetts, Dr. 
Cutter for New Hampshire, Mr. Libbey for Maine, 
Mr. Turner for Virginia, Dr. Mitchell for Maryland. 
It will be seen that representatives from fifteen 
different States were present at this meeting. 

Henry Barnard, LL.D., of Hartford, delivered 
a lecture on ** The Practical Lessons to be drawn 
from an Educational Tour in Europe." 

of the essay was understood to attribute the increase of crime to 
our schools. Mr. Hedges offered the following resolution : 

"Resolved^ That the Board of Censors be and hereby are 
iristructed not to publish the prize essay of Mr. Cyrus Pierce." 

After several had spoken on this resolution, Mr. Pierce asked 
that he might be permitted to withdraw his essay and refund the 
prize-money awarddd him. 

It was voted to return'the essay, but not to receive back the prize- 
money. 
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At the closing session, in the evening of the i8th, 
Prof. A. GuYOT lectured on " The True Method of 
Teaching Geography.'* This was the latst lecture 
at this meeting of the Institute, and after the pas- 
age of the usual resolutions of thanks, and brief 
addresses from Mr. Thayer the retiring President 
and John Kingsbury the President elect, and also 
from Dr. W. Hooker and J. F. Babcock, all of New 
Haven, the whole assembly united in singing " Praise 
God from whom all blessings flow," and the twenty- 
fourth annual meeting of the Institute adjourned 
sine die. 



1854. 
Thomas Sherwin, President. 
Daniel B. Hagar, Secretary. 

Twenty-Fifth Annual Meeting. 

The Institute met in the city of Providence, R.I., 
Aug. 8, 9, and lo, 1854. 

The Institute was most cordially welcomed to 
Providence by Mr. John Kingsbury in behalf of the 
City ; State Commissioner of Schools, E. R Potter, 
in behalf of the teachers of the State; by Prof. 
Gamwell in behalf of the school committee, and 
Prof. Caswell, in behalf of Brown University. 

To this very comprehensive welcome, Pres. Sher- 
win made grateful acknowledgment, — to which Dr. 
Hooker of New Haven, and G. B. Emerson of 
Boston, added a few words in the same line. 
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The introductory lecture was delivered by Pres. 
Wayland of Brown University. Subject : " A 
Review of the Progress of Education in this Coun- 
try During the Last Twenty-Five Years." 

Mr. Emerson of Boston, made a few highly 
complimentary remarks, and moved that ten thous- 
and copies of the lecture be printed for distribution. 

Members of the Institute received and accepted 
invitations to visit the rooms of the Athenaeum, 
and the library of Brown University, — for which 
thanks were voted. 

Second Day. The first lecture of 'the day was 
given by Rev E. B.. Huntington of Waterbury; 
subject : " The ^Esthetics of Education." 

The subject of Arithmetic was discussed by 
Messrs. Hedges of New Jersey, and D. P. Colburn 
of Providence. 

Invitations were received, and gratefully acknowl- 
edged, to visit the rooms of the Young Men's 
Christian Association, and the rooms of the His- 
torical Society. 

A letter was read from Hon. Horace Mann, 
expressing his interest in the association, and 
regretting his inability to be present at this meeting. 

Afternoon, Elbridge Smith of Cambridge, 
delivered a lecture on " The Claims of Classical 
Culture Upon the Teachers of American Schools." 

Mr. Thayer announced the death of Mr. Josiah 
Holbrook, one of the founders of the Institute, and 
one of its warmest supporters. As Mr. Holbrook 
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was the originator of the Lyceum which did so 
much for New England, and had much influence in 
the formation of the Institute, two or three of 
the resolutions offered by Mr. Thayer may be appro- 
priate in this place : 

" Resolved^ That, as lovers of science, of human progress and of 
man, we, the members of the American Institute of Instruction, 
lament the loss to ourselves and to the world, of Josiah Holbrook, 
one of the original members of the Institute. 

"Resolved, That our whole community owes a debt of lasting 
gratitude to the deceased as having been the father of the system of 
Lyceums, by which a taste for science has been excited, and the 
youth of our cities and villages have been allured from frivolous, if 
not hurtful pleasures, and instructed in subjects which enlarge, 
elevate, and improve the mind and heart. 

" Resolved y That as teachers and friends of common-school 
education, we hold in grateful remembrance the life and labors of 
Josiah Holbrook,* who was among the first to introduce into 
our schools the use of apparatus for the illustration of science, and 
to introduce and recommend the collection of geological specimens, 
to excite in the young an interest in the formation of the material 
world." 

Evening, Lecture by Rev. Dr. Edward Beecher 
of Boston, on " The Right Use of the Emotions 
and Passions in the Work of Intellectual Develop- 
ment." 

The following resolutions were adopted after a 
brief discussion : 



* Mr. Holbrook was born in Derby, Conn., in 1788, and died near 
Lynchburg, Va., in 1857. As early as 1825 he began making simple 
apparatus for school use and this was gradually improved and 
increased until " Holbrook's School Apparatus " became quite exten- 
sively used. 
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" Resolved^ That the American Institute of Instruction finds 
good reason to congratulate our fellow-citizens, in view of the wide- 
spread and deepening interest among us, in the cause of universal 
education. 

" Resolved, That the attention of those engaged in the cause 
should not be so exclusively occupied with the instruction of the 
young, and those that would seek the means of improvement, as to 
forget that there are those among us, in large numbers, both of 
adults and poor laboring children, whose condition has not been 
reached by our school system, and who form a very important 
outstanding item,— quite too large to be overlooked by the prudent 
philanthropist. 

" Resolved, That these educated or uneducated, for better or for 
worse, for weal or for woe, are soon to become a part of our body 
politic. 

" Resolvedy That this Institute, consulting the highest present 
and prospective interests of our citizens as such, and as men, and 
in view of the circumstances which still preclude many within our 
borders from embracing the privilege offered to all attending a day 
school, recommend to the earnest consideration of those resid- 
ing in our manufacturing villages and large towns, the propriety 
of establishing free evening schools for adults, and for those young 
persons who are not in attendance upon day schools." 

Dr. WoRTHiNGTON HooKER of Ncw Haven, 
Conn., gave a lecture on '* The Prominence Which 
Should Be Given to Facts in Education.'* 

In the afternoon of the last day, strong resolutions 
of thanks to the citizens of Providence, and other 
parties, were adopted; after which George Sumner, 
Esq., of Boston, gave the last lecture, his subject 
being, — '* The State of Education in Some of the 
Countries of Europe, — particularly in Holland, 
Ireland, France, and Greece.'* 

Arrangements having been made by the citizens 
of Providence for an evening steamboat excursion 
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down the bay, the President made a closing address, 
and the Institute adjourned sine die. 



1855. 
Thomas Sherwin, President. 
Daniel B. Hagar, Secretary. 

Twenty- Sixth Annual -Meeting, 

This meeting was held in Bath, Me., August 21, 
22, and 23. 1855. 

President Sherwin briefly and happily stated the 
objects for which the meeting was held, after which 
the Rev. S. F. Dike, Superintendent of Schools in 
Bath, extended to the Institute, in behalf of the 
citizens, a cordial welcome to the city, to which 
President Sherwin made a pleasant and appropriate 
response. 

The first lecture was by Prof. B. F. Tweed of 
Tufts College, on "The Claims of Teaching to 
rank as a Distinct Profession." The remaining 
hour of the afternoon was devoted to social inter- 
course. 

In the evening the Rev. G. Reynolds of Jamaica 
Plain gave a lecture on " The Moral Office of the 
Teacher." An animated discussion followed, in 
which Messrs. Greenleaf of Brooklyn, Pierce of 
Newton, Bulkley of New York, Wetherell of Massa- 
chusetts, and Dr. Coles of Boston, took part. 

Second Day. A resolution, offered by C . Pierce, for 
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the appointment of a committee to consider — and 
report at next annual meeting — the comparative and 
real merits of Webster's and Worcester's dictionaries, 
in respect to definitions, orthography, and orthoepy, 
etc., was, after some discussion, indefinitely and 
almost unanimously postponed. J. G. Hoyt of 
Exeter, N. H., lectured on "The Evidences of 
Progress in Education." 

Invitations were extended to members of the 
Institute by Prof. Packard of Brunswick, to visit 
Bowdoin College, and from Supt. Dike to a steam- 
boat excursion in the bay — both of which were 
accepted. 

Lecture by Rev. E. P. Weston of Gorham, Me., 
on " The Education of our Daughters." 

Evening, After singing by the " Bath Quartette 
Club," F. D. Huntington, D.D., of Boston, gave a 
very interesting lecture on " Unconscious Tuition." 

Messrs. W. H. Wells of Westfield, Perry of New 
London, and Tower of Boston, were appointed dele- 
gates to the "American Association for the 
Advancement of Education," to be held in New 
York on the last four days of August. 

On motion of Mr. Bulkley the following preamble 
and resolutions were adopted : 

" Whereas^ The principle of home and foreign correspondence, 
visitation and exchange, has demonstrated its utility and power, 
therefore, 

" Resolved^ That the American Institute of Instruction recognize 
in this principle a means by which all our educational interests may 
be greatly promoted. 
9 
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Resolved^ That we enter into correspondence, exchange of publi- 
cations, and intercourse by delegates, with kindred associations in 
the United States and foreign countries." 

Third Day. Lecture by Rev. Thomas Hill of 
Waltham, Mass., on '* Geometry the Foundation of 
all Learning.'* The subject was briefly discussed 
by Rev. Dr. Sears of Massachusetts and Prof. A. 
Crosby of Boston. 

The following subject was next jDroposed for dis- 
cussion : " The relative Importance of Ancient Clas- 
sical and of Scientific Studies in an American Sys- 
tem of Education^ 

A prolonged and able discussion followed, in 
which the following gentlemen participated : Prof. 
Crosby of Boston, Rev. Mr. Hill of Waltham, Rev. 
Mr. Cushman of Maine, Geo. Allen of Boston, and 
Mr. Bunker of Nantucket. 

After the customary resolutions extending thanks 
to various persons, and a brief speech from Pres. 
Sherwin, and an invitation for a social gathering in 
the evening, the Institute adjourned sine die. 



1856. 
John Kingsbury, President. 
John Kneeland, Secretary. 

Twenty- Seventh Annual Meeting, 
This meeting was held in Springfield, Mass., on 
the 19th, 20th, and 2ist of August, 1856. 

Mayor Phelps, in behalf of the citizens, extended 
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to the Institute a cordial welcome to the city, to 
which President Kingsbury made an appropriate 
response, and then proceeded with his annual 
address, in which he spoke of the changes that had 
taken place since the organization of the Institute, 
Remarks following the President's address on the 
general subject of Education were made by Hon. 
W. B. Calhoun of Springfield, President Cooke of 
Knoxville University, Tennessee, Z. P. Richards of 
Washington, D. C, and Prof. Stuart of Nova 
Scotia. 

The other exercises of the session were as follows : 
Introductory Lecture on '* Education," * with a 
review of the past, and a plea for higher education, 
was given by Rev. Jas. Walker, D.D., President of 
Harvard University, which was followed, by remarks 
from Messrs. Perry of Rhode Island, Hedges of 
New Jersey, Cook of Tennessee, and Richards of 
Washington. 

The Hon. Henry Barnard, Amos Perry, J. W. 
Bulkley, Dr. J. B. Lindsley, and Dr. G. S. Blackie, 

* In proof that the Fathers of New England had a special inter- 
est in the higher education, as well as for that provided by the com- 
mon schools, Dr. Walker states that the General Court of Massa- 
chusetts voted to endow Harvard College with a sum " equal to a 
year's rate of the whole colony." This was in 1636, or ten years 
before the order providing for popular education. The order pro- 
vidmg for education reads thus : 

" It being one chief project of the old deluder, Satan, to keep 
men from the knowledge of the Scriptures, as in former times keep- 
ing them in an unknown tongue, so in these later times by persuad- 
ing from the use of tongues, that so at least the true sense and 
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members of the *' American Association for the 
Advancement of Education " were invited to seats 
as members of the Institute. 

Prof. J. L. Lincoln of Brown University read a 
paper upon the *' Relative Importance of Ancient 
Classical and Scientific Studies in an American 
System of Education," in which he argued in favor 
of Classics. He was followed by Thos. Sherwin 
of the English High School, Boston, who read a 
paper in favor of the Scientific Studies. Charles 
Hammond of Groton spoke of the special merits of 
both the Classics and Sciences, each having their 
own peculiar claims. 

Prof. Wm. Russell of Lancaster, Mass., read a 

meaning of the original might be clouded by false glasses of saint- 
seeming deceivers ; that learning may not be buried in the grave of 
our fathers in the church and commonwealth, the Lord assisting 
our endeavors ; — It is therefore ordered that every township in this 
jurisdiction, after the Lord hath increased them to the number of 
fifty householders, shall then forthwith appoint one within their 
town to teach all such children as shall resort to him,* to write and 
read ; whose wages shall be paid, either by the parents or masters 
of such children, or by the inhabitants in general, by way of supply, 
as the major part of those that order the prudentials of the town 
shall appoint; provided those that send their children be not 
oppressed by paying much more than they can have them taught 
for in other towns ; and it is further ordered^ that when any town 
shall increase' to the number of one hundred families or household- 
ers they shall set up a Grammar School, the master thereof being 
able to instruct youth so far as they may be fitted for the University ; 
provided, that if any town neglect the performance hereof above 
one year, that every such town shall pay^;^5 to the next (nearest) 
school till they shall perform this order. 



* This was evidently previous to the discovery of female teachers. 
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paper entitled " Suggestions in regard to the opera- 
tions of the American Institute of Instruction." 
After saying that "for a quarter of a century the 
meetings, lectures, and discussions of the Institute 
had effected an unspeakable amount of good in 
elevating and extending the views, and facilitating 
the daily work of the teacher not only in New 
England, but in other and distant parts of the 
Union, he proposed for consideration the following 
queries : 

Has our course been one of uniform and obvious 
progress in the advancement of the theory of educa- 
tion ? Have our aims been sufficiently definite ? 
Have our measures been duly systematic ? Have 
they been sufficiently practical? etc., etc. These 
queries were discussed by Mr. Sherwin, Prof. Rus- 
sell, Mr. Perry, and Hon. Henry Barnard, and then 
referred to the Directors, with instructions to con- 
sider the same before the close of the meeting. 

Prof. Joseph Haven of Amherst College, gave a 
lecture on " Mental Science viewed as a Distinct 
Branch of Knowledge." 

Hon. Geo. S. Boutwell, Secretary of the Mas- 
sachusetts Board of Education, gave a lecture on 
" The Intrinsic Nature and Value of Learning and 
its Influence upon Labor." 

The following subject was next taken for discus- 
sion : *• The Means of Awakening in the Minds of 
Parents a Deeper Interest in the Educational Wel- 
fare of their Children." The speakers were Prof. 
9* 
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Alpheus Crosby and Gideon F. Thayer of Boston, 
J. W. Bulkley of Brooklyn, N. Y., Nathan Hedges 
of New Jersey, Mr. Mack of Cambridge, and Aug. 
Morse of Hartford, Conn. 

The lecturer engaged for the next hoUr not being 
present, the Hon. Henry Barnard of Connecticut 
was called upon and made an admirable address on 
the general subject of Education, in which he spoke 
particularly of free schools, both as relating to this 
country and Europe. He was followed by Hon. 
Geo. S. Boutwell of Massachusetts, in an excel- 
lent address, in which he took exception to some of 
the views advanced by Mr. Barnard. 

Rev. Bishop Thomas M. Clark of Providence 
gave a valuable lecture on " The Education Required 
by the Times." This was the last lecture of a very 
interesting and well-attended meeting, notwith- 
standing a very unfavorable condition of the 
weather during the days of the meeting. 



1857. 
John Kingsbury, President. 
John Kneeland, Secretary. 

Twenty-Eighth Annual Meeting, 

This meeting was held in Manchester, N. H., on 

the i8th, 19th, and 20th of Aug., 1857. Mayor 

James, in behalf of the city government ; J. O. 

Adams, Esq., in behalf of the School Board and 
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Schools, and Rev. Mr. Wallace in behalf of the 
citizens, cordially welcomed the Institute to the 
city, — to whom President Kingsbury expressed 
thanks for the reception so kindly given. 

The exercises of the week were as follows : Lec- 
ture by Rev. Wm. R. Alger of Boston, upon " Man 
and the Astronomic Universe." 

Lecture by Hon. Geo. H. Calvert of Newport, 
R. I., on " Moral Education." An animated discus- 
sion followed, in which the participants were : Prof. 
E. A. Andrews of Conn., Jacob Batchelder, Leander 
Wetherell, and John Kneeland of Mass. " The im- 
portance of Primary Schools ; and the best methods 
of conducting them," was the next subject for dis- 
cussion, and the speakers were John D. Philbrick 
of Boston, Zalmon. Richards of Washington, Chas. 
Northend of New Britain, Conn., Leander Wethe- 
rell of Boston, Benj. Greenleaf of Bradford, Mass., 
Dr. Alcott of Auburndale, Mass., Jacob Batchelder 
of Salem, Mass. 

" What Assistance should be rendered to Scholars 
in their Studies," was discussed by Messrs. Green- 
leaf of Bradford, Alcott of Auburndale, Adams of 
New Jersey, Richards of Washington, and Wethe- 
rell of Mass. 

The lecture of Mr. Calvert, previously alluded to, 
was again made the subject of a discussion in which 
the Rev. Mr. McCoUom of Bradford, Mass., and 
Rev. A. B. Fuller of Boston, spoke at considerable 
length. 
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Daniel Mansfield of Cambridge, Mass., gave 
a lecture on ** A more thorough study of the Eng- 
lish Language in our Elementary Schools." 

Prof. S. S. Greene of Brown University, and Mr. 
Perry of Connecticut, followed with words of 
approval. 

" The Relative Merits of Public High Schools and 
Endowed Academies " was the next subject for dis- 
cussion, in which the speakers were Messrs. Wilkins 
of Pembroke, N. H. Hagar of Jamaica Plain, Sec. 
Boutwelland Wetherellof Massachusetts, all speak- 
ing at considerable length. The same subject was 
called up at a later time, and Charles Hammond of 
Groton, Massachusetts, and Mr. Goodwin of Lowell, 
were the speakers. 

" The Co Education of Sexes '* was next discussed 
by Messrs. A. P. Stone of Plymouth, Mass., Pres. 
Kingsbury of Providence, Richards of Washington, 
Adams of New Jersey, and Bulkley of Brooklyn. 

Closing Session. By arrangement, the Hon. 
Daniel Clark of Manchester made an able plea in 
favor of Common Schools, — though freely acknowl- 
edging the importance of High Schools and Aca- 
demies. The remainder of the evening was given 
to brief addresses from any whom the President 
might please to call upon, and the following gentle- 
men answered when called : Wm. D. Swan, S. Wethe- 
rell, A. B. Fuller, and John Kneeland of Boston, 
Jacob Batchelder of Salem, Mass., D. B. Hagar of 
Jamaica Plain, Mass., Nathan Hedges of New Jer- 
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sey, Prof. Patterson of Dartmouth College, J. S. 
Russell of Lowell, Mr. Hayward of Illinois, and 
Bulkley of Brooklyn. 

After the usual resolutions of thanks and singing 
the Doxology, the Institute adjourned. 

• MORTUARY RECORD. 

Samuel W. King* of South Dan vers, for twelve years 
teacher in Lynn. 



1858. 
John D. Philbrick, President. 
Benj. W. Putnam, Secretary. 

Twetity-Ninth Annual Meeting of the Institute 
was held in the hall of the Free Academy, Norwich, 
Conn., on the 17th, i8th, and 19th of August, 1858. 

Gov. Buckingham, in behalf of the citizens, and 
trustees of the academy, extended a very cordial 
welcome to the Institute, to which Pres. Philbrick 
made a felicitous response. 

The introductory address was delivered by Rev, 
Dr. Sears of Brown University, subject — " A Gen- 
eral Survey of our entire system of Education, with 
the connection of its different parts." 

Rev. John P. Gulliver of Norwich, gave a lec- 
ture, the subject of which was " The proper Edu- 
cation of the Mind has a Tendency to secure the 
proper Education of the Heart;" after which the 



* Appropriate resolutions were passed in relation to Mr. King. 
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co-education of the Sexes in Public Schools " was 
discussed by Messrs. Smith of Norwich, Greenleaf of 
Bradford, Edwards of St. Louis, Batchelder of Salem, 
and Emerson of Boston. 

T. W. Valentine, E. S. Adams, C. H. Guilder- 
sleeve, James Cruikshanks, D. M. Pitcher, T. S. 
Lambert, and F. H. Baldwin, delegates from the 
New York State Teachers* Association, were invited 
to sit as members of the Institute. 

T. W. Valentine of Brooklyn, N. Y., gave a 
lecture on " Words Fitly Spoken." 

By invitation of the Institute Geo. B. Emerson of 
Boston, was invited to give the result of his observa- 
tions of the Prussian School System. 

Isaiah Dole of Maine, addressed the Institute, 
claiming to have discovered the theory of the Eng- 
lish verb, and at his request a committee consisting 
of Prof. Crosby of Salem, E. Hart of Farmington, 
Conn., and A. Perry of Providence were appointed 
a committee to examine Mr. D's theory. 

Resolutions concerning Prof. E. A. Andrews of 
New Britain, who has died since the last meeting, 
were presented by Hon. D. N. Camp with appropri- 
ate remarks, and unanimously passed after being 
seconded by Dr. Alcott of Boston, followed by re- 
marks from several other members of the Institute, 
all expressive of the highest respect for the late 
Prof. A. 

B. W. Putnam of Boston gave a lecture on 
"Drawing as a Branch of Education." An inter- 
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esting discussion followed, in which Messrs. Bout- 
well of Groton, Peckham of Newark, N. J., Green- 
leaf of Bradford, and Greenleaf of Brooklyn, N. Y., 
and Wetherell, Emerson, and Putnam of Boston, 
participated. 

Mr. Alcott of Boston next addressed the Insti- 
tute on " The Elements of the Art of Reading." 

Prof. John Foster of Union College delivered 
a lecture on " Modern Notions in regard to Practi- 
cal Education." 

" Ought Public Schools to be entirely supported 
by General Taxation ? " was discussed with much 
interest by Prof. Camp, Mr. Rockwell, and Mr. St. 
John of Conn., A. Greenleaf of Brooklyn, N. Y., 
B. Greenleaf of Bradford, Mass., and Mr. Boutwell 
of Groton. 

Prof. S. R. Calthrop of Bridgeport, Conn., gave 
a lecture on " Physical Development, and its Rela- 
tions to Mental and Spiritual Development." This 
was a very interesting and valuable lecture, and it 
was ordered that S,ooo copies be printed for gratuitous 
circulation, if the state of the treasury would war- 
rant it.* 

On the afternoon of Thursday the Institute ad- 
journed to enjoy a pleasure excursion down the 
Thames, as guests of the Norwich and New London 



* Gov. Buckingham expressed the wish that there might be no 
condition, and signified his willingness to contribute for the purpose, 
and verified his words by quietly placing in the hands of Pres. 
Philbrick the sum of one hundred dollars to keep the treasury in a 
" warrantable " condition. 
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Steamboat Company. A large number greatly en- 
joyed this very delightful excursion. 

In the evening, after the usual votes of thanks, 
and brief addresses from Gov. Buckingham and 
Senator Foster of Norwich, Edwards of St. Louis,- 
Dr. Sears of Providence, and several others, the In- 
stitute adjourned sine die. 



1859. 

John D. Philbrick, President. 

Benj. W. Putnam, Secretary. 

Thirtieth Anmial Meeting, 
The Institute held its thirtieth annual meeting in 
the city of New Bedford, on the 23d, 24th and 2Sth 
of August, 1859. At the opening session Mayor 
Nye, in behalf of the citizens, extended to the asso- 
ciation a cordial welcome to the city, to which Presi- 
dent Philbrick responded in fitting words, and spoke 
of the great change and progress that had been 
made during the thirty years since the Institute 
entered upon its field of usefulness. 

The regular lectures of the week were as follows : 
Geo. B. Emerson, Boston, " The Forest and the 
Garden." Messrs. Greenleaf of Brooklyn, Batch- 
elder and Crosby of Salem, and Emerson and 
Wetherell of Boston, discussed the subject of Mr. 
Emerson's lecture. 

James D. Butler of Wisconsin, " Claims of the 
Classics.*' 
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J. D. RuNKLE of Cambridge, "Mathematics as 
an Element in Education." 

Chas. Hutchins, Boston, *'The Parent side in 
the work of Education ; or some of the duties and 
privileges of parents with reference to schools." 

Rev. R. C. Waterston, Boston, "The Beautiful 
in Nature and Art, as Connected with Education." 

Charles Northend, Connecticut, "Primary 
Schools." 

Prof. Sanborn of Dartmouth College, "The 
Use of Helps in the Study of the Classics." 

The discussion of the question " Is it expedient 
to recognize the use of the Bible by pupils in the 
Public Schools ? " excited much interest and occu- 
pied considerable time. It was opened by B. G. 
Northrop of Massachusetts, who was followed by 
Messrs. Greenleaf of New York, Allen of New 
Bedford, F. A. Sawyer of South Carolina, M. T. 
Brown of Ohio, W. E. Sheldon and John Kneeland 
of Massachusetts, and others. The discussion was 
conducted with great ability and in good spirit. 

At this meeting the deaths of three members of 
the Institute, of more than ordinary prominence were 
announced and appropriate testimony to their worth 
was presented. These members were Horace Mann 
of Ohio, W. A. Alcott of Massachusetts, and Deni- 
son Olmsted of Connecticut. Geo. B. Emerson 
of Boston, spoke at some length of Mr. Mann, and 
pronounced a well-merited eulogy of this distin- 
guished educator. He was followed by several 
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other gentlemen, all testifying in the strongest terms 
of the great work accomplished by Mr. Mann in the 
cause of Popular Education. 

Appropriate remarks were also made concerning 
Messrs. Alcott and Denison, both men of marked 
character, ability, and usefulness. 

During the meeting, Pres. Philbrick called upon 
Prof. Charles Ansorge to give some statements con- 
cerning the schools of Prussia, with which he was 
formerly connected. Prof. A. responded and gave 
a very interesting and instructive address. 

The Hon. Anson Smythe, State Commissioner of 
Education of Ohio, gave a very interesting account 
of the liberal provision made in his State for school 
libraries. He spoke of the substantial manner in 
which the volumes were bound, and as proof of the 
same, in closing his address he presented copies of 
books to Messrs. Philbrick, Boutwell, Hagar, and 
Northend, as samples of the binding. 

In April, 1859, the Legislature of Massachusetts 
passed an act for the abolishment of school districts,* 
to take effect on and after the first of July, i860. The 
passage of this act had caused great excitement in 
some parts of the State and aroused violent oppo- 
sition, but it would now cause far greater excite- 
ment and more bitter opposition if an act should 
be passed for restoring the district system. The 

* In his opening remarks, Mayor Nye stated that the city of New 
Bedford had anticipated Legislative action, and nearly 20 years ago 
had abolished the district system with results that were highly satis- 
factory. 
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universal feeling of those who spoke on the subject 
was favorable to the action of the State Legislature. 

The last evening of the session was given to 
reports of the condition of education in different 
States, and in response to calls from the President, 
Prof. Butler spoke for Wisconsin, James Cruikshank, 
editor of New York Teacher ^ for New York, Nathan 
Hedger for New Jersey, Charles Northend for Con- 
necticut, Rev. Mr. Snow for Rhode Island, A. P. 
Stone for Massachusetts, Mr. Stone for Vermont. 
These addresses, together with the customary reso- 
lutions and closing remarks, well filled the evening. 

On the day after the meeting the members of 
the Institute enjoyed a delightful steamboat excur- 
sion, through the kind invitation of the citizens of 
New Bedford. 



1860. 
Daniel B. Hagar, President. 
B. W. Putnam, Secretary. 

Thirty-First Annual Meeting, 
The thirty-first annual meeting was held in Tre- 
mont Temple, Boston, on the 21st, 22d, and 23d of 
August, i860. 

Mayor Lincoln, in a brief address, very cordially 
welcomed the Institute to the city of Boston, to 
which Pres. Hagar made an appropriate response, 
after which he gave his annual address in which he 
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very happily set forth the origin and work of the 
Institute. 

The other lecturers of the session were as fol- 
lows : 

President C. C. Felton of Harvard University, 
"The Schools of Modern Greece." 

Prof. E. L. YouMANs, New York, "The Masque- 
rade of the Elements." 

Prof. J. B. Angell of Brown University, " Some 
of the Relations of Education to Labor." 

Francis Gillette, Hartford, " Qualities in the 
Character of a True Teacher." 

M. T. Brown, Toledo, Ohio, " The Necessity of 
Education in a Free State." * 

Rev. A. H. Quint, Jamaica Plain, "The Province 
of Legislation in Regard to Education." 

The number of lectures at this meeting was less 
than at most previous meetings, but much more 
time was given to discussions and to impromptu 
addresses, and these were all (exceedingly interesting 
and instructive. We can only give the subjects and 
the names of some of the speakers. 

" Is it expedient to make Calisthenics and Gym- 
nastics a part of school training ? " A very inter- 
esting and animated discussion followed this ques- 
tion in which Messrs. Valentine of New York, Phelps 
of New Jersey, Dio Lewis, B. G. Northrop, W. E. 

* This lecture was highly commended, and it was voted unani- 
mously that it be published for free circulation, the number of 
copies to be at the discretion of the directors. 



l86o.] OF INSTRUCTION. IO5 

Sheldon, and Father Greenleaf of Massachusetts, 
participated. 

Dr. Lewis, by request, brought a class before the 
Institute and illustrated some of his methods of 
physical training. His exhibitions were very 
instructive and awakened a new interest in the sub- 
ject on the part of those present. 

" Has Purely Intellectual Culture a Tendency to 
Promote Good Morals?" Hon. Geo. S. Bout well 
commenced the discussion and spoke with much 
interest, and at considerable length. He was fol- 
lowed by Nathan Hedges of New Jersey and others. 

*' The Proper Mode of Examining Schools and ot 
Reporting thereon ? " Messrs. A. P. Stone of Massa- 
chusetts, Prof. S. S. Greene of Rhode Island, and 
Rev. Dr. Mcjilton of Baltimore took part in the dis- 
cussion. 

The following resolutions in honor of the memory 
of Rev. Cyrus Pierce were offered by Rev. Mr. 
Brooks of Medford, and unanimously adopted. 

Resolved y That as members of the American Institute of Instruc- 
tion, we remember with gratitude the solid and lasting services 
rendered to education by our late associate, Rev. Cyrus Pierce, the 
first teacher of the first Normal School, established by law, on this 
Western Continent. We bear our cheerful testimony, not only to 
his early and full appreciation of the phrase " As is the Teacher y so 
is the School" but also to that sober good sense, that transparent 
sincerity, and that indomitable perseverance, by which the Normal 
School has become the fixed institution of our country. 

Gov. Banks spoke with deep feeling on this reso- 
lution. 

lb* 
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The death of Dana P. Colburn, principal of the 
R. I. Normal School, was announced in fitting 
terms, and appropriate resolutions were offered by 
Prof. Greene and unanimously adopted by the Insti- 
tute. 

The last evening of the session was given to 
speeches from gentlemen from several different 
States, giving brief and interesting statements con- 
cerning the state of education in their respective 
States. The evening proved one of rare interest. 
The speakers of the evening were as follows, being 
severally called up by Pres. Hagar. 

E. P. Weston, Supt. of the schools of Maine, H. 

E. Sawyer of Concord, spoke for New Hampshire, 
M. T. Browne, Supt. of schools of Toledo, spoke 
for Ohio, Ira Mayhew responded for Michigan, 
Prof. Johnson of Chicago, for Illinois, Supt. Pick- 
ard for Wisconsin, Rev. McKendry Tooke for Iowa, 

F. A. Sawyer for South Carolina, J. C. Elliott for 
North Carolina, Rev. Dr. Mcjilton, Supt. of schools 
of Baltimore, for Maryland, Thomas H. Burrows, 
State Supt. of Pennsylvania, for that State, W. F. 
Phelps of Trenton Normal School, for New Jersey, 
J. W. Bulkley, Supt. of Brooklyn schools responded 
for New York, Prof. D. N. Camp for Connecticut, 
S. S. Greene for Rhode Island, J. C. Pelton spoke 
for California, Geo. S. Boutwell responded for 
Massachusetts. As there were none present to 
speak for other- States, Mr. Maleen of Berlin, was 
asked to speak for Germany. In the course of his 
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brief remarks, he said they had no large audiences 
such as the Institute had called together for educa- 
tional purposes, and no such universal interest in 
education for the sake of giving instruction among 
the mass of the people. He said he would go home 
and report what he had seen here and would say, 
" I have seen that go-ahead people ; now you go 
ahead too in the race." 

No stronger proof of the influence of the Insti- 
tute and of the interest attending its meetings is 
needed than the fact that nearly twenty speakers, 
from as many different states, were present and 
responded for their respective states. The closing 
session was somewhat protracted, but so much vari- 
ety ^d so much wit in those who spoke made the 
evening seem quite too short. 



1861. 
Daniel B. Hagar, President. 
W. E. Sheldon, Secretary. 

Thirty-Second Annual Meeting. 

This meeting was held in Brattleboro, Vermont, 
Aug. 21, 22, and 23, 1861. 

The Institute was welcomed in behalf of the 
citizens, by the Hon. J. D. Bradley, in a very 
cordial manner, to which an appropriate response 
was made by Pres. Hagar, after which he gave his 
annual address, in which at considerable length he 
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discussed some of the more serious objections to 
our free-school system. The two most prominent 
of these objections were that, "The system of 
education was carried too far, and that the chil- 
dren of the common people were educated too 
much," and that " The whole system of free schools 
is wrong, and is the hot-bed of skepticism, atheism, 
and all the abominable * isms ' that curse the land." 
These objections were very ably and effectively 
answered by Pres. Hagar. 

A long and very interesting discussion followed 
on the question : " How Many Hours a Day, Ought 
Pupils to be Confined in School .•* " and " Should They 
be Required to Prepare Lessons at Home?" 
Messrs. Bulkley of Brooklyn, N.Y., Parish, Littlefield, 
Dr. Lewis, Putnam, Grosvenor, and Sheldon partici- 
pated in the discussion. 

The next exercise of the session was a lecture 
by Hon. Anson Smyth, State School Commissioner 
of Ohio, on " Christian Eduoation in Common 
Schools." 

" The Proper Qualification of Primary School 
Teachers." The discussion on this important 
question was opened by Charles Northend of Con- 
necticut, and followed by Thomas Sherwin, Leander 
Wetherell, Charles Ansorge, and Dio Lewis of 
Boston, N. A. Calkins of New York, and John D. 
Philbrick of Boston. 

Prof. H. E. Sawyer of New Hampshire, gave a 
lecture on **Some of the Privileges and Pleasures of 
Teachers." 
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Lewis B. Monroe of Boston, gave a lecture on 
"The Human Voice." The lecturer read several 
pieces, with great acceptance, illustrative of differ- 
ent points. In closing he remarked that what we 
want in schools, is " The cultivation of simple, pure 
tone, and orotund, if we may, and a correct, distinct, 
articulation. The model of correct reading in 
school would be correct conversation'' 

" The Methods of Teaching Elocution " was next 
discussed. Prof. Frost, Dn Lewis, and Mr. Hurl- 
burt of Boston, John Kneeland of Roxbury, D. B. 
Tower of St. Louis, contributed to m^ke the discus- 
sion interesting and profitable. 

In the absence of Pres. Pease, of the Vermont 
University, who was to lecture in the evening, 
Leander Wetherell of Boston, lectured on 
" Liberal Education, and Especially the Liberal 
Education of Woman, as Essential to the Highest 
Type of Civilization." 

T. D. Adams, of ^he Newton High School, gave 
a lecture on " The Bearings of Popular Education 
upon Civilization." 

** Universal Education the Great Safeguard of a 
Republican Government," was the next subject for 
discussion. The Hon. Joseph White, Secretary of 
Massachusetts Board of Education, spoke at some 
length on this subject, — after which, — " Methods of 
Teaching Reading" was discussed by Messrs. 
Monroe and Northrop of Boston, and Bruce of 
Delaware. 
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The last lecture of the course was given by Prof. 
Edward North, of Hamilton College, on "The 
Sources of Personal Power." 

The last evening of the session was given to five 
minute speeches from representatives of different 
States, and to the passage of several resolutions. 

H. E. Sawyer responded for New Hampshire, 
J. W. Bulkley for New York, Chas. Northend and 
Prof. D. N. Camp for Connecticut, Mr. Upton for 
New Jersey, Mr. Bruce for Ohio, Mr. Houghton for 
Kansas, Mr. Metcalf for Missouri, Mr. Colby for 
Vermont, Mr.. Kneeland for Massachusetts. Prof. 
Monroe being called upon to speak for Massachu- 
setts, excused himself — but said he had heard a 
lady near him suggest that she should like to hear 
from a State not in the Union, — the "State of 
Single Blessedness," — but no one seemed ready to 
respond, though it was thought the Institute had 
more than one representative from that State. 

Mortuary List. 

Alfred W. Pike, of Boston. 
Ichabod Morton, Plymouth, Mass. 
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1862. 

A. P. Stone, President. 
W. E. Sheldon, Secretary. 

Thirty-Third Annual Meeting, 

This meeting was held in Hartford, Conn., and 
was warmly welcomed by Rev. Mr. Washburn in 
behalf of the School Board, and by State Supt. 
Camp, and Gov. Buckingham on the part of the 
State. Prest. Stone made a happy response and 
then gave his annual address, in which he dwelt 
upon the sad state of our country, then engaged in 
Civil War, and spoke with great earnestness of the 
peculiar duties and responsibilities of teachers, 
under such circumstances. The following exercises 
occupied the time and attention of those present : 

" Methods of Teaching Geography." The discus- 
sion of this subject was opened by Prof. Boyden, of 
the Bridgewater Normal School, who was followed 
by Messrs. Hewett of Bloomington, 111., Fordice A. 
Allen of Pennsylvania, A. Greenleaf of Brooklyn, 
N. Y., J. N. Bartlett of New Britain, Conn., J. W. 
Dickinson, and B. G. Northrop of Massachusetts. 

Pres. Elliot of Trinity College, Hartford, gave 
a lecture on " Conservatism in Education." 

The next subject for discussion was " How Can 
the Study of English Grammar and the English 
Language be Made More Efficient and Beneficial } " 

The discussion was opened by Chas. Ansorge of 
Dorchester, who was followed by Messrs. Philbrick 
of Boston, B. G. Northrop of Saxonville, Mass., 
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Prof. Greene of Providence, Dr. Woolworth of 
Albany, and Mr. Benedict of New York. 

" A Suggestion Relating to the Study of Nature " 
was the subject of a lecture by Prof. Joshua Ken- 
dall of the Rhode Island Normal School. 

Maj.-Gen. Wm. H. Russell of New Haven gave 
a lecture on the " Advantages of a Military System 
of Education." This was followed by an interesting 
discussion of the question — "Ought Military Instruc- 
tion to be Generally Introduced into Our Schools ? " 

Supt. Philbrick of Boston spoke against such 
training in our common schools. After which the 
Institute adjourned to accept the invitation of Dr. 
Butler to visit the " Retreat for the Insane." 

After a lecture by Rev. Merrill Richardson of 
Worcester, Mass., on '* Popular Education as Related 
to National Welfare," — the subject of military drill 
in schools was again brought forward, and as it was 
evident that several were intending to speak, it was 
voted to limit each speaker to five minutes. A 
lively discussion followed, in which the participants 
were, Messrs. Sheldon, Thayer, Wetherell, W. T. 
Adams, and Dio Lewis of Boston, Allen of West 
Newton, C Northend of Connecticut, Bulkley and 
Greenleaf of Brooklyn, N. Y., Parish of Springfield, 
B. G. Northrop of Massachusetts, Allen of Pennsyl- 
vania, C. N. Jones of Roxbury, Trask of Fitchburg, 
Sawyer of New Hampshire, and Woolworth of 
Albany, all being opposed to the introduction of 
military drill in schools excepting Messrs. Green- 
leaf and Trask. 
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" Methods of Instruction Best Adapted to 
Develop in Pupils the Power of Communicating 
Knowledge," was discussed by Rev. Dr. Hawes of 
Hartford, and others. 

During the last year three members of the Insti- 
tute have been called from earth, viz.: Pres. C. C. 
Felton of Harvard University, Pres. Lorin A. 
Andrews of Kenyon College, Ohio, Daniel Kimball 
of Massachusetts. Appropriate resolutions were 
adopted accompanied by remarks from Messrs. 
Thayer, Dr. Barnard, A. Parish, and Pres. Stone. 

A lecture on " The Rise and Progress of Educa- 
tion in Europe," was given by L. H. Grandgent of 
Boston, and one on " The Relation of the Teacher 
to Advancing Civilization," by Supt. D. N. Camp 
of Connecticut. 

The exercises of the closing session consisted of 
brief addresses from Messrs. Wetherell, Goldthwait, 
and Sheldon of Massachusetts, Upson and Hedges 
of New Jersey, Valentine and Bulkley of New 
York, Allen of Pennsylvania, Kendall of Rhode 
Island, Richards of Washington, Sawyer of New 
Hampshire, and Camp of Connecticut. 

The usual resolutions of thanks were adopted, 
and after singing the Doxology the Institute 
adjourned sine die. 

Deceased Members. 
C. C. Felton, 
Lorin A. Andrews, 
Daniel Kimball. 
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1888. 

A. P. Stone, President. 
S. W. Mason, Secretary. 

Thirty-Fourth Annual Meeting, 

The Institute met this year in Concord, N. H., 
Aug. 25, 26, and 27, 1883. 

Prof. H. E. Sawyer of the Concord High School 
welcomed the Institute in behalf of the Board of 
Education and the citizens of Concord, — followed 
by an address of welcome to the State from Gov. 
Gilmore, to both of which President Stone responded 
in a happy manner. 

The meeting had been announced to be held in 
City Hall, but as that was occupied as a hospital 
for disabled returning soldiers the Institute met in 
the South Congregational Church. 

President Stone gave his annual address, in 
which, after alluding to the sad state of our country 
on account of the civil war, he spoke of the encour- 
aging attendance, and of the many valuable lectures 
and discussions which the Institute had called forth. 
He suggested that more attention might profitably 
be given to discussions and also to statistical infor- 
mation. 

The next subject was a discussion of the question, 
** What instruction is best adapted to prepare our 
pupils to appreciate and discharge their duties as 
citizens and parents } " A long and earnest discus- 
sion followed, in which Messrs. T. D. Adams of 
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Newton, W. E. Sheldon of West Newton, A. Green- 
leaf of Brooklyn, N. Y., D. Crosby of Nashua, Dr. 
Calvin Cutter, surgeon in the 9th Army Corps, N. 
Hedges of New Jersey, and Mr. Palmer of Boston, 
took part. 

Rev. Henry E. Parker of Concord, gave a very 
interesting lecture on " Formation of Character in 
Education." 

On the second day the first exercise was a discus- 
sion of the question, " Would the general introduc- 
tion of Object-Teaching into our schools be benefi- 
cial.?" 

N. A. Calkins, Assistant Superintendent of 
Schools in New York, was followed by Prof. Brooks 
of Millersburg, Penn., both speakers favoring object- 
teaching. Later in the session the subject was 
resumed and discussed with much ability and inter- 
est by Messrs. Greenleaf of Brooklyn, Philbrick of 
Boston, Camp of Connecticut, Northrop of Massa- 
chusetts, Sanborn of Dartmouth College, and Stan- 
ley of Nashua. The general drift of the discussion 
was in favor of object-teaching, though some excep- 
tion was taken to the character of some lessons 
given as object-lessons. 

Prof. Mark Bailey of Yale College, gave a very 
instructive and entertaining lecture on "'Elocution." 

*' The " Problem of Education " was the subject 
of a lecture by Superintendent J. M. Gregory of 
Michigan, and this was followed, by special request, 
by an exhibition of the system of gymnastic exer- 
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cises as taught by J. W. Webster of Concord, illus- 
trated by a class of his pupils. 

" The best method of teaching reading " was next 
taken up for discussion, and the several speakers 
were limited to five minutes. After remarks by 
Messrs. Thayer and Clsiflin of Massachusetts, and 
Mr. Gregory of Michigan, the subject was laid on 
the table, as the hour for adjournment had arrived. 

In the evening C. C. Coffin (Carleton of the 
Boston youmal) addressed the Institute and gave 
very interesting accounts of battle scenes he had 
witnessed. He was listened to with intense inter- 
est, as he recounted many thrilling scenes of the 
war with which he had been familiar. 

Rev. Dr. E. B. Foster of Springfield, gave a 
lecture on " Methods of Educating Dull Scholars." 

The following resolution, offered by the Hon. 
Henry Barnard of Hartford, and supported by him 
in an able speech, and discussed by others, was 
unanimously adopted : 

Resolved^ That the directors of the American Institute of Instruc- 
tion are authorized and instructed to memorialize the Congress of 
the United States to revise the terms and mode of admission to the 
National Military and Naval Schools, so as to invite young men of 
the right spirit, and with vigor and aptitude of mind for mathemat- 
ical and military studies, who aspire to serve their country in the 
military and naval service, to compete in open trial before intelli- 
gent and impartial examiners in each State, without fear or favor, 
without reference to the wealth, or poverty, or occupation, or politi- 
cal opinions of their parents or guardians, for such admission, and 
that in all cases the order of admission shall be according to the 
personal merits and fitness of the candidate. 
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Rev. J. F. Clark, D.D., of Boston, lectured on 
"Natural and Artificial Methods of Education." 

Members of the Institute received invitations to 
Visit many points of interest in and around Concord, 
which were gratefully appreciated and enjoyed. 

The last evening was occupied by addresses by 
representatives from different States. The follow- 
ing responded as they were called upon by the 
President : Messrs. Bulkley from New York, Hedges 
of New Jersey, Camp of Connecticut, Sanborn of 
Missouri, Briggs of Illinois, Mowry of Rhode Island, 
Secretary White of Massachusetts, Brooks of Penn- 
sylvania, Littlefield of Maine, Tenney of New 
Hampshire. 

Resolutions of thanks to various parties, and one 
concerning the existing war, were passed, after 
which the Doxology was sung and the Institute 
adjourned sine die. 



1864. 
Chas. Northend, President. 
S. W. Mason, Secretary. 

Thirty-Fifth Annual Meeting. 
This meeting of the Institute was held in Port- 
land, Maine, on the i6th, 17th, and i8th of August, 
1864. It was just twenty years since it met in the 
same city, and the fourth time it had come to 
Maine. His Honor, Mayor McLellan, addressing 
II* 
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the members present, said : " In behalf of our citi- 
zens I will say. that we are glad to see you here. 
Our public buildings will be free for your occupa- 
tion and inspection while you remain in the city. 
Allow me the pleasure of introducing you to Nathan 
Webb, Esq., of the Board of School Committee." 

Mr. Webb cordially seconded the Mayor's welcome 
and thanked the directors of the Institute for select- 
ing Portland as the place of meeting. He was 
followed by Hon. E. P. Weston, State Supt. of 
Schools, who in behalf of the State expressed 
thanks for the fourth time of the Institute's meet- 
ing in Maine. To these several addresses of wel- 
come, the President gratefully acknowledged the 
kindly words and cordial welcome of the speakers, 
— after which he delivered his annual address, in 
which he made a brief review of the past and spoke 
of the many and great changes and improvements 
that had taken place within the preceding forty 
years. 

The following lectures were given during the 
session of the Institute : 

J. N. Bartlett, New Britain, Conn. "The 
Influence of School Life on the Character of the 
Pupil." 

John D. Philbrick, Supt. of the Schools of Bos- 
ton. "The Self-Education of the Teacher." 

E. P. Weston, Supt. of Schools in Maine. 
" Tendency to Extreme Opinions and Practices in 
School Affairs." 
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J. W. Allen, Norwich, Conn. "The Teacher 
an Agent and not a Servant." 

E. B. Webb, D.D., Boston. An Excellent 
Lecture on " Education." 

Pres. P. A Chaidbourne, Williams College. 
"Relations of Natural History to Education." 

In addition to the lectures two very important 
questions were discussed at considerable length and 
with much ability : 

1. "How may Parental Cooperation be best 
Secured ?" The discussion of this was made by A. P. 
Stone of Massachusetts, Nathan Hedges of New 
Jersey, E. P. Weston, Maine, H. M. Colton, Con- 
necticut, W. E. Sheldon, D. C. Brown, and Chas. 
Hutchins of Massachusetts, T. W. Valentine, New 
York, W.. A. Mowry of Rhode Island. 

2. " Should Examinations be Conducted by the 
Teacher or the Committee ? " 

This important question was discussed with 
much earnestness, good feeling, and good sense by 
E. Smith of Norwich (Conn.) Free Academy, D. 
B. Hagar, Jamaica Plain, Mass., Rev. Mr. Morley, of 
Andover, Mass., and Prof.. Harkness of Brown Uni- 
versity. The general feeling seemed to be in favor 
of a joint examination by teachers and committee. 
"First of all," said Mr. Hagar, "the teacher should 
commence the examination, show what he has tried to 
do, and so far as he can, what he actually has done ; 
show the principles upon which he has tried to teach 
and the principles upon which he has conducted 
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the discipline of the school. Then let the committee 
take the school in hand,, and ascertain, if need be, 
what the teacher has failed to do, and whether 
what he has pretended to do has or has not been 
done/' Mr. Smith in the same line remarked, very 
sensibly, that, in his opinion, " The best course of 
examination is for the teacher to lead and for the 
examiners or committee to follow him or unite with 
him. When the examination is taken entirely out 
of the teacher's hands, there is at once an unnatural 
state of things. Examiners are few who can 
bring into the school-room that easy, affectionate, 
cordial bearing which is necessary to make the 
pupil feel perfectly at home." Prof. Harkness 
spoke with much force in the same general line. 

At the close of the discussion Dr. Dio Lewis of 
Boston gave a brief address on " Physical Culture," 
illustrating his system by practical examples. 

Members of the Institute were invited to visit 
the rooms of the Natural History Society, Munjoy's 
Hill Observatory, and the new High School building. 

During the year previous, three prominent mem- 
bers of the Institute had died. These were Gideon 
F. Thayer of Boston, one of the most earnest of 
the original founders of the Institute ; Wm. D. 
Ticknor,* who for thirty years, without compensa- 

*The following resolution, offered by Mr. Hagar, was passed as 
expressive of the valued services of Mr. Ticknor : 

" Resolved f That we acknowledge with profound gratitude the 
services of Mr. Ticknor as Treasurer of this Institution and pub- 
lisher of its proceedings, — ^services cheerfully and most efficiently 
given, without interruption, through the period of thirty years; 
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tion, had served as Treasurer of the Institute, 
and publisher of its annual volumes ; and Geo. 
Allen, Jr., for many years the accomplished princi-- 
pal of the Hancock School, Boston. Appropriate 
resolutions were passed, and remarks were made by 
Messrs. Smith of Norwich, Philbrick of Boston, 
Hagar of Jamaica Plain, Hedges of New Jersey, 
Mason of Boston. 

The last hour of the session was devoted to five- 
minute speeches from persons in attendance from 
different States, and the following gentlemen 
responded to calls from the President : Sec. White 
of Massachusetts, Mr. 'Eberhart of Illinois, Mr. 
Hedges of New Jersey, Rev. Mr. Newcombe of 
South Carolina, Rev. Mr. Colton of Connecticut, 
Mr. Barrows of Iowa, Mr. Perkins of New York, 
Mr. Burbank of New Hampshire, and Messrs. 
Stevens and Supt. Weston of Maine. 

As a closing exercise all united in singing the 
Doxology — after which the Institute adjourned sine 
die. 

Deceased Members. 

Gideon F. Thayer, 
Wm. D. Ticknor, 
Geo. Allen, Jr. 

that, to his long continued labors in conducting the financial 
interests of our association, much of its prosperity is justly attribu- 
table, and that, to his faithful adherence to an agreement made 
many years ago, and sometimes observed at pecuniary loss to him- 
self, the world is largely indebted for an unbroken series of vol- 
umes filled with the wisdom of the best educational minds of our 
country." 
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1865. 

R. G. Northrop, President. 
Chas. a. Morrell, Secretary. 
Thirty-Sixth Annual Meeting. 

This meeting was held in New Haven, Conn., on 
the 8th, 9th, and loth of August, 1865. As might 
have been anticipated, the attendance was large, and 
the number of speakers eminent for their learning, 
and filling positions of great usefulness and in- 
fluence, was probably larger than at most previous 
meetings. The amount of time given to brief ad- 
dresses and discussions was greater than usual, and 
so also the number of speakers. We can only give 
the subjects of the discussions and the names of 
the several speakers. 

Andrew DeForest, Esq., of the City Board of 
Education, cordially welcomed the Institute to the 
city, to which President Northrop responded in fit- 
ting words, after which he proceeded to give his an- 
nual address, in which he spoke of the true relation 
that should exist between the schools and colleges, 
and of the greater and more comprehensive obliga- 
tions that rested on the friends of education in the 
new condition of affairs at the close of the war. 

*' Methods of Teaching Latin to Beginners " was 
the first question for discussion. The participants 
were Saml. H. Taylor, LL.D.,* Andover, Mass. ; 

* Dr. Taylor spoke at considerable length, and by request of the 
Institute his views were written out and published in full in the 
volume of the Institute proceedings for 1865. 
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Prof. Thacher of Yale College ; A. P. Stone of 
Maine; Boltwoodof Illinois; Sawyer of Connecticut. 

Evening, Ex- Gov. Washburn of Massachusetts 
gave a lecture on " Civil Polity as a branch of 
School Education." Bishop Smith of Kentucky, 
and Sec. White of Massachusetts Board of Educa- 
tion, followed with very interesting addresses.. 

On the morning of the second day the venerable 
Jeremiah Day, D.D., — then ninety-three years old, 
— led the devotional exercises. 

The next exercise of the Institute was the discus- 
sion of " The Free High School System," which was 
opened by Sec. White of Massachusetts, who was 
followed by Prof. S. S. Greene of Brown Univer- 
sity, Rev. Chas. Hammond of Monson Academy, 
Pres. Haven of Michigan, Mr. Hill of Lynn, Massa- 
chusetts, and Prof. Hart of Philadelphia. This dis- 
cussion was conducted with great ability and earn- 
estness. 

William P. Atkinson of Cambridge, Massa- 
chusetts, gave a lecture on ''Dynamic and Mechani- 
cal Teaching." 

An interesting letter from Maj.-Gen. Howard,' 
who had been invited to attend the meeting, was 
listened to with much satisfaction. 

The next question for discussion was, " What 
duties does the return of Peace bring to the Friends 
of Education, particularly in reference to the Free- 
dom of our Country.**" The discussion was opened 
by Mr. Strieby, Secretary of the American Mission- 
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ary Association of New York, who was followed by 
Rev. Lyman Abbott of New York ; Ebenezer D. 
Bassett, Principal of the Colored High School, Phil- 
adelphia ; Bishop Smith of Kentucky, Boltwood of 
Illinois ; Prof. Thacher of Yale College ; J. C. 
Zachos and T. D. Adams of Massachusetts. This 
discussion was exceedingly interesting, and listened 
to with great satisfaction by a large audience. 

Pres. WooLSEY of Yale, next gave a lecture on 
" The Teaching of Moral and Political Duties in 
the Public Schools." Bishop Stevens of Pennsyl- 
vania, followed with some interesting remarks on 
the subject of the lecture. 

Sec. White, Chairman of the Committee, appoint- 
ed at last meeting in relation to West Point appoint- 
ments, made report in part, and requested longer 
time for a full report. 

" Methods of presenting Moral Topics " was dis- 
cussed by Dr. Cummings of Wesleyan University, 
C. F. Dowd of Granville, N. Y., Hedges of New 
Jersey, Morse of Connecticut, Hammond of Massa- 
chusetts, Pres. Cowles of Elmira College, N. Y., 
*Dr. Thompson of New York, and Sec. White of 
Massachusetts. 

Miss Melvina Mitchell, of the State Normal 
School of Westfield, Massachusetts, next addressed 
the audience, and gave an excellent illustration of 
her mode of teaching physiology, using the black- 
board with great skill for the purpose. She was 
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followed by Principal Dickinson of the same school. 
President Cowles of Elmira College, and others. 

A special committee was appointed to consider 
the subject of a " National System of Education," 
at the suggestion of Rev. Chas. Brooks of Massa- 
chusetts, and he was made chairman of the commit- 
tee to report at next annual meeting. 

A very interesting address was made by Domingo 
Francisco Sarmiento, Minister of the Argentine 
Republic, Mr. Greenleaf of New York acting as in- 
terpreter. This address is published in the volume 
of 1865. 

A choir of about 200 children from the schools 
of New Haven favored the audience of the last ses- 
sion with several songs, to the great delight of all 
present. 

The last lecture of the session was given by Gov. 
John A. Andrew of Massachusetts, on the gen- 
eral subject of Education. This was an eloquent 
and sensible address, and a fit closing of a three- 
days' session of rare interest. 

During the meeting, those in attendance were in- 
vited to visit the College Library, Trumbull Gallery, 
and other places of interest. 

Resolutions were adopted in relation to two de- 
ceased members, Benjamin Greenleaf, Bradford, 
Massachusetts, Samuel Pettes, Roxbury, Massachu- 
setts, both of whom were among the early members 
of the Institute. 
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1866. 
B. G. Northrop, President. 
J. P. AvERiLL, Secretary. 

Thirty-Seventh Annual Meeting, 

The thirty-seventh annual meeting of the Insti- 
tute was held in Burlington, Vt , on the 7th, 8th, 
and 9th of August, 1866. 

Prof. Buckham, in behalf of the citizens of Bur- 
lington, extended a cordial welcome to the members 
of the Institute, and President Northrop made a 
fitting response. 

The lecturers and their subjects were as follows : 

Moses T. Brown, Cincinnati. "Reading as a 
Fine Art." 

M. C. Stebbins, Springfield, Mass. *' Practicality 
in Teaching." 

Prof. Wm. S. Tyler, Amherst College. " Soc- 
rates as a Teacher." 

Senator Edmonds, of Vermont. " Learning, the 
principal safeguard of honor and prosperity among 
nations." 

Much more than the usual time was given at this 
meeting to discussion, and the following subjects 
were treated with ability : 

"Our Schools: their influence on (i) Agricul- 
ture ; (2) Commerce ; (3) Manufactures ; (4) Civil 
Polity ; (s) Morals." The speakers were A. P. 
Stone of Maine ; Rev. Dr. Miner, Tufts College ; 
Rev. Dr. Peters of New York; W. E. Sheldon, 
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Boston ; Superintendent Stevens, Fall River ; J. J. 
Ladd, of Providence, R. I. 

" Reading as a Fine Art," the theme of Mr. 
Brown's lecture, was discussed by Prof. Monroe of 
Boston, Mr. David Crosby of Nashua, Hon. Joseph 
White, Secretary of the Massachusetts Board of 
Education, Rev. Dr. Miner, Hon. J. D. Philbrick, 
and Mr. Brown. 

John D. Philbrick gave a valuable lecture on 
** Graded Schools." 

" The place of the Sciences and the Classics in a 
Liberal Education," was discussed by Prof. Hark- 
ness of Providence, and Prof. W. P. Atkinson of 
Cambridge. 

Miss Ellen Seaver, of Oswego Normal School, 
gave an interesting exercise in " Object-teaching.** 

On the last evening of the session interesting 
speeches were made by Messrs. A. P. Stone of 
Maine, N. A. Calkins of New York, John Dougall 
of Montreal, J. J. Ladd of Rhode Island, J. S. 
Adams of Vermont, David Crosby of New Hamp- 
shire, Morrison of California, T. Sherwin of Boston, 
Z. Richards of Washington, J. D. Philbrick of Bos- 
ton, D. B. Hagar of Salem, H. E. Sawyer of Con- 
necticut, Joseph White of Massachusetts. After 
singing the "Doxology " the Institute adjourned, sine 
die. 
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1867. 
Wm. E. Sheldon, President. 
Geo. T. Littlefield, Secretary. 

Thirty 'Eighth Annual Meeting, 

The Institute met in Tremont Temple, Boston, 
on the 31st July, 1867, and continued three days. 

The Institute was welcomed to the city very cor- 
dially by Dr. John A. Lampson, a member of the 
city School Board, to whom President Sheldon 
made grateful and graceful acknowledgment, and 
followed the same by an address to the Institute. 

After the appointment of some committees the 
subject of '* School Discipline, its objects and 
methods," was taken up for discussion. H. H. 
Lincoln, of the Lyman School, Boston, introduced 
the subject by reading an excellent paper, which 
was published in the volume of 1867. He was fol- 
lowed by Dr. J. P. Ordway of the Boston School 
Committee, who spoke very decidedly of a class of 
teachers who made corporal punishment prominent, 
and read a letter from Mr. Edw. Shippen of Phila- 
delphia as confirmative of his own views. Dr. W. 
Cornell and D. S. King of Boston, Rev. C. Ham- 
mond of Monson, Mr. N. Hill of Lynn, Cruttenden 
of New York, Mr. Allen of Newton, and Prof. 
Hagar of Salem, made effective and earnest speeches 
on the subject. 

At the evening session Prof. Seelye of Amherst 
College, being detained by sickness in his family. 
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liis place as lecturer was taken by Prof. Thompson, 
of Arlington, Mass., who gave an interesting lecture 
•on "Teaching as a Profession." 

Second Day, " The place Natural History should 
occupy in a Course of Instruction '* was the first 
subject for discussion, which was participated in by 
I. F. Cady of Rhode Island (whose paper is pub- 
lished in the volume of 1867), Mr. Cruttenden of 
New York, Mr. J. B. Perry of Vermont, Mr. D. 
Crosby of New Hampshire, Prof. Atkinson of 
Cambridge. 

A delegation of teachers from New York were 
invited to take part in the deliberations of the 
Institute. 

The Hon. Henry Barnard, Commissioner of 
Education at Washington, being present, was 
invited to address the Institute and give some 
account of his department. In response, Dr. 
Barnard gave a very clear and interesting account 
of the doings and aims of his office, and at the close 
of his remarks a vote of thanks to him for his 
address, and words of commendation for the action 
of Congress in relation to the educational depart- 
ment was, after favorable remarks by Rev. Charles 
Brooks of Boston, and President McKinney of 
Austin College, Texas, unanimously passed. 

The subject of "School Discipline" was resumed 
and discussed by Dr. Wyman of Cambridge, Messrs. 
Stebbins, Hammond, and Harrington of Massa- 
chusetts, Z. Richards of Washington, Rev. Mr. 
• 12* 
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Brooks and Superintendent Rice of New York, and 
G. M. Gage of Farmington, Me., Normal School. 

" Reading, — Styles and Methods," was the next 
subject for discussion, and was opened by a paper, 
which may be found in the printed volume, by Z. 
Richards of Washington, followed by Dr. E. Leigh, 
who illustrated his method of teaching children to 
read from books printed in what he called ''pro- 
nouncing type." 

Prof. Leonard of Boston, gave some illustration of 
his ideas in regard to reading, by several examples 
from Shakespeare and E. A. Poe, after which the 
old subject of "Discipline" was again brought to the 
front and discussed by Messrs. Crosby, Allen, 
Waterman, T. W. Valentine, Dr. Lambert, A. P. 
Stone, A. G. Boyden, and others, and the subject 
finally disposed of by the passage of the following 
resolution, — offered by Mr. Stebbins of Springfield, 
— by a large majority: 

" Resolved^ That while we believe the best methods of school dis- 
cipline are those which involve the most kindness and least sever- 
ity, provided they answer the true ends of government, we still 
believe that the interests of our schools would be sacrificed, rather 
than promoted, by legislative restrictions in regard to methods of 
■discipline." 

Thus ended a very animated, not to say excited, 
discussion of this old-time subject. 

On the last day of the meeting the first subject for 
discussion was "Right-mindedness favorable to 
Intellectual Growth." The Rev. Dr. Miner of Bos- 
ton, opened the subject by an address which was 
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printed in the bound volume. He was followed by 
Rev. Mr. Stebbins, at some length, and by Mr. 
Capen of Boston, Dr. Barrows of Maine, I. F. Cady 
01 Rhode Island, Mr. Chase of Watertown. 

The following proposed amendmentK)f the consti- 
tution was read and laid over for action at the next 
annual meeting: 

''^ Resolvedy That article second of the constitution, referring to 
terms of membership, be amended by striking out the word " gen- 
tleman " in the first line and inserting the word " person " instead ; 
and that after the word " his " in the fourth line, the words " or her " 
be added ; and that the constitution be so amended as to conform 
in spirit, to the above amendments. 

The closing exercise of the forenoon was a 
description of " A Model School," by Mr. Crutten- 
den of New York. 

In the afternoon, after the election of officers, 
B. G. Northrop read a valuable paper on '* Truancy 
— the Evil and Remedy." 

After this, the subject for discussion was " The 
Proportion in which Knowledge and Discipline 
should be made the ends of Education." President 
Hill of Harvard College opened the subject by a 
brief and comprehensive paper, which was printed 
in the volume of 1867. He was followed by Prof. 
Atkinson 'of Cambridge, and Hammond of Monson. 
As a severe storm was prevailing, it was voted to 
omit the evening session, and the closing exercises 
of the afternoon consisted of addresses from persons 
representing different States. Col. Homer B. Sprague 
spoke for Connecticut, J. B. Perry for Vermont, J. 
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W. Bulkley for New York, Z. Richards for District 
of Columbia, Mr. Hood for Minnesota, Mr. Gage for 
Maine, Mr. Fletcher for Illinois, Mr. Mayhew for 
Michigan, Mr. Crosby for New Hampshire, Mr. 
Cowdery for Ohio, and Mr. Hagar for Massa- 
chusetts. 

On motion of Mr. Walton, the directors were 
instructed to publish, as soon as possible, the paper 
of Mr. Lincoln, on which the discipline discussion 
was based. 

The " Doxology " was then sung as the closing 
exercise. 



1868. 
John Kneeland, President. 
D. W. Jones, Secretary. 

Thirty-ninth Annual Meeting. 

This meeting was held in Pittsfield, Mass., August 
5th, 6th, and 7th, 1868. 

A hearty welcome was extended to the Institute 
in behalf of the citizens and school board by Dr. 
Root, chairman of the school committee, which the 
President gratefully acknowledged in behalf of the 
Institute, and then delivered the customary annual 
address. 

The first topic for discussion was, "Defects in 
Our Present System of Education." 

Hon. Henry Barnard, Commissioner of Education, 
opened the discussion and spoke at some length. 
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and with much power and good sense. He spoke 
of the great advance that had been made in the 
educational work since the establishment of the 
Institute. He tliought the great trouble was a lack 
of any judicious system that should apply alike to all 
the schools of a town. This trouble was a want of 
wholeness, so to speak, in the management of schools 
in the same town — a lack of any well digested system, 
— rather than defects in the system. He was fol- 
lowed by Prof. Atkinson, Boston, who spoke earnestly, 
and at considerable length, on the defects as they 
appeared to him. He thought our classical schools 
were modeled after the pattern of English universi- 
ties, and not adapted to American wants. 

Rev. Chas. Hammond of Massachusetts, did not 
agree with the last speaker and regarded him as 
radical in his views. Messrs. Morse of Hartford, 
Conn., and Smith of Dorchester, Mass., also spoke 
on the question. 

Evening. — Prof. Bascom of Williams College, 
gave an interesting lecture on ** Education," after 
which, by invitation. Dr. Barnard spoke on " The 
Objects Accomplished and Projected by the National 
Department of Education.** Dr. B.'s address was 
referred to a special committee for consideration and 
future report. 

On the second day **The Elementary Study of 
the English Language" was discussed by Prof. 
S. S. Greene, of Providence, Supt. Harrington of 
New Bedford, Messrs. Morse of Hartford, Crutten- 
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den of New York, Hammond and Philbrick of Mas- 
sachusetts, — after which Elbridge Smith of Dor- 
chester read a paper on " School Records." 

The afternoon session opened with a discussion. 
Subject, "The True Order of Studies.** The 
speakers were Prof. Dickinson of Westfield, Massa- 
chusetts, Normal School, Dr. Lambert of New 
York, Mr. Ladd of Providence, and Pres. Hopkins 
of Williams College. 

The committee appointed on Dr. Barnard's 
address presented resolutions highly commendatory 
of the real and proposed work of the National 
Department of Education, and of Dr. Barnard as 
eminently fitted for his position at the head of the 
department. The committee also recommended the 
appointment of a special committee to memorialize 
Congress in favor of the continuance of the depart- 
ment. 

John D. Philbrick of Massachusetts, S. S. Greene 
of Rhode Island, Homer B. Sprague^of Connecticut, 
Chas. Hammond and N. T. Allen of Massachusetts, 
were appointed as said committee. 

*'The Course of Study in Grammar Schools" 
was discussed by Supt. Twombly of Charlestown, 
Mass., and Rev. C. Hammond of Monson, Mass. 

A very eloquent lecture on '* John Milton as an 
Educator," by Homer B. Sprague of New Britain, 
Conn., filled the evening hour to very great accept- 
ance. 

On the morning of the last day " The Course of 
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Study in Grammar Schools " was resumed, and dis- 
cussed by Supt. Harrington of New Bedford, Mr. 
Cruttenden of New York, Secretary White of Mas- 
sachusetts, Prof. Greene of Providence, and A. G. 
Boyden of Bridgewater Normal School. 

W. C. Collar, of Roxbury Latin School, gave a 
lecture on " The Classical Question." Thi^ was 
discussed by Messrs. Philbrick, Hammond, North- 
rop, Lyon, Smith, and Pres. White of Ohio. 

" What Education Should Precede a Strictly 
Professional One,'* was the next question for dis- 
cussion. 

Mr. Philbrick, by request, opened the discussion^ 
and was followed by Dr. A. B. Palmer of Michigan 
University, Rev. Mr. Wilson, acting president of 
Hobart College, New York, and others. 

Evening, — After the usual vote of thanks to vari- 
ous parties, brief addresses were made by the fol- 
lowing persons concerning the state of education 
in their respective localities : Dr. Woolworth, of the 
Board of Regents of New York, Rev. Mr. Spear^ 
and Rev. Dr. Todd of Pittsfield, Mass., L. L. Camp 
of Connecticut, J. W. Bulkley and T. W. Valentine 
of Brooklyn, Dr. L. Van Bokheleo of Maryland, 
and Col. H. B. Sprague of Connecticut. 

As usual, the members united in singing the 
" Doxology " previous to adjournment. 
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1869. 

John Kneeland, President. 
D. W. Jones, Secretary. 

Fortieth Annual Meeting. 

The meeting this year was held in Portsmouth, 
N. H., on the 3d, 4th, and 5th of August, 1869. 

L. D. Spaulding, Esq., Chairman of the School 
Board, in behalf of Board and Teachers of the 
city, and Rev. Mr. Kelsey in behalf of the citizens, 
made addresses of welcome, to which President 
Kneeland responded in appropriate terms, after 
which he delivered his annual address, in which he 
alluded to some of the evidences of progress since 
the Institute was organized. 

This was the first meeting at which ladies could 
become members of the Institute, the constitution 
having been amended at the last annual meeting to 
provide for this. 

The first subject for discussion was " The Super- 
vision and Inspection of Schools." 

Superintendent Averill of Northampton, Mass.,. 
was called upon to open the discussion, and he was 
followed by A. P. Stone of Portland, Me., Superin- 
tendent Leach of Providence, Prof. S. S. Greene of 
Brown University, Prof. Hagar of the Salem Normal 
School, Mr. Stetson of Maine, Mr. H. H. Kimball 
of Boston, and Prof. Camp of Connecticut. 

The following resolutions, as offered by a special 
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committee of which Prof. Camp was chairman, were 
unanimously adopted : 

Resolved^ That the judicious and thorough supervision of our 
public schools conduces to their efficiency, and promotes the high- 
est welfare of society. 

Resolved, That school supervision should include the arrange- 
ment of school buildings, the appointment of teachers, the classifi- 
cation of pupils, the order of studies and method of teaching, 
examination of results, and all other matters which pertain directly 
to the interests of public schools. 

Resolved, That in order to secure faithful supervision and inspec- 
tion, it is of vital importance that there should be in every State, 
city, or town where practicable a superintendent, eminently qualified 
by education and sympathy, to perform the duties of the office, and 
• that his whole time, or so much as is required, should be devoted 
to such supervision and inspection, with full authority to execute 
the orders of school boards and represent the sentiments of the 
people. 

The evening address was by Secretary White, of 
the Massachusetts Board of Education, on " Our 
Common-School System." 

The first subject for discussion on the second day 
was "Secondary Education," which, by arrange- 
ment, was opened by Prof. Smith of Dorchester, 
Mass., who was followed by Messrs. Hammond 
of Massachusetts, Stone of Maine, and others, .the 
two principal disputants being Messrs. Smith and 
Hammond. 

"The Principles of Classification in Zoology," 
was the subject of an interesting paper by Prof. 
E. S. Morse of Salem, Mass. 

The first subject for consideration in the after- 
noon was " Music in Public Schools and Methods 
13 
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of Teaching it/' This was presented by Mr. 
Luther W. Mason, Instructor of Music in the Bos- 
ton primary schools. It was given by Mr. Mason 
in the form of a lesson to a class of about twenty 
boys and girls from the public schools of the 
city, none of whom had received any previous 
instruction from Mr. Mason. The children were 
from eight to twelve years of age, and the exercises 
exceedingly satisfactory. 

Prof. Greene of Providence, Rev. Mr. Chase of 
Watertown, Mass., Mr. Z. Richards of Washington, 
Mr. Stetson of Maine, and others, engaged in the 
discussion of the subject. 

The next subject of discussion was "To what 
extent should Oral Instruction take the place of 
Text-books in Schools } " Prof. C. O. Thomp- 
son of Worcester, was called upon to open the sub- 
ject, and he was followed by Rev. Mr. Twombly, 
Prof. Greene, Mr. Smith, Mr. Payson of Chelsea, 
and others. 

At the evening session of the second day, Prof. 
J. T. Champlin of Waterville College, Maine, lec- 
tured on " Our Common-School System." 

On the morning of the last day the subject of 
"Oral Teaching" was resumed, and the speakers 
were Prof. Thompson, J. W. Bulkley, Mr. Hedges 
of New Jersey, and Mr. Crittenden of New York. 

Superintendent Philbrick read a valuable paper 
on "The Examination and Certificating of Teach- 
ers," and Prof. J. S. Woodman of Dartmouth 
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Scientific School, spoke on ** Drawing" and its 
advantages. 

The first subject for the afternoon discussion was 
** The Proper Scope and Plan of Courses of Study 
for Public Schools." 

The discussion was .introduced by Mr. M. G. 
Daniell of Boston, whose excellent remarks may be 
found in the volume for 1869. He was followed by 
Messrs. Hammond and Richards. 

Geo. B. Emerson, Esq., of Boston, delivered a 
eulogy on the late Thomas Sherwin,* which was 
listened to with very deep interest, and followed by 
appropriate resolutions. Mr. Hammond spoke. of 
the death of another prominent member, Abraham 
Andrews of Charlestown, Mass., and offered a reso- 
lution, which was adopted. 

The last evening a lesson in drawing was given 
by Prof. Allen of Iowa, illustrating his method of 
teaching map-drawing to young scholars. Brief 
addresses at the call of the President were made by 
Messrs. Richards of Washington, Crosby of New 
Hampshire, Dunbar of West Bridgewater, Bulkley 

* ** It is a significant and not an unimportant fact, that all the head« 
masters of the Boston High School, up to the time of Mr. Sher- 
win*s death, — three in number, — were born and brought up in the 
country, where they became familiar with farming and other rural 
pursuits ; that they all taught district schools in the country three 
or more years, while in college or before entering ; that each taught an 
academy one or two years, and that each was, for one or two years, 
tutor in the department of mathematics and natural philosophy in 
Harvard College." 
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of Brooklyn, N. Y., Webster of Boston, Smart of 
Indiana, Lancaster of Savannah, Rev. Messrs. Har- 
mon and Stevens of Portsmouth ; and after the 
passage of sundry resolutions, the Doxology was 
sung, and the session closed. 



1870. 
' Samuel S. Greene, President. 
Daniel W. Jones, Secretary. 

The Forty -Fir St Annual Meeting 
of the Institute was held in the city of Worcester, 
Mass., July 27, 28, and 29, 1870. 

Mayor Blake extended to the members of the 
Institute a very cordial welcome to the city, and 
expressed himself in full sympathy with the object 
for which they had assembled. In closing he said : 
'* Welcome to the hospitalities of our citizens, who 
would bid you God-speed in the noble work of 
your hands ; and through the blessings of Providence 
may this and succeeding generations, through the 
whole breadth of our land, witness, as the perennial 
fruit of the labors of this Institute the ripened and 
ever-ripening sheaves of religion and morality, of 
culture and loyalty, of developed intellect and edu- 
cated mind, which shall give to our whole people 
the true source and only power of self-government, 
furnish the foundation of our national strength, and 
thus guarantee forever the perpetuity of this Amer- 
ican Republic !" 
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President Greene, after making response in well- 
chosen words, proceeded to give his annual address. 
In alluding to the Institute and its work and early 
laborers, Pres. G. said : " We cherish with profound 
respect the memory of such men as Wayland, 
Mann, Pierce, Bailey, Page, Sherwin, and a host of 
others who have left behind a noble record, illustrat- 
ing by their whole lives the interest they took in 
the cause of universal education. The records of 
our annual meetings, and the published volumes of 
lectures, will be a lasting memorial of the earnest- 
ness and zeal with which they devoted themselves 
to their cherished field of labor. They have labored, 
and we have entered into their labors. Though we 
feel an honest pride in looking at the vast propor- 
tions which our educational systems are assuming, 
let us remember that they are superstructures reared 
upon foundations laid by our fathers. It is to their 
wisdom and forecast, more than to any merit of 
ours, that our whole community is favored with the 
inestimable blessings of a free education. 

Yet, if we compare the actual condition of educa- 
tion now with what it was at the origin of this 
Institute, we shall see a growth unparalleled by any 
equal period in the history of the country. In 
every respect the progress has been striking." * 

After some items of business in the afternoon, 

* We have quoted at length from President Greene's remarks, as 
they bear such decided and just testimony to the work and influence 
of the Institute. Ed, 

13* 
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Pres. A. A. Miner of Tufts College read a paper on 
*'The Duty of our Large Towns to Support Even- 
ing Schools." This valuable paper was discussed 
by Messrs. J. C. Greenough of Westfield, Phipps of 
Massachusetts Board of Education, Richards of 
Washington, Rev. Mr. Twombly of Charlestown, 
Rev. O. Chute of New Jersey, and S. Austin of 
Providence. 

The remainder of the afternoon session was 
given to an exercise by S. W. Mason of Boston, illus- 
trating his method of teaching music in the public 
schools. 

The evening lecture was by Prof. J. L. Diman of 
Providence, on " Poetry in Education." 

Second Day, Rev. J. B. Dow read a paper on 
** The Place and Work of Academies in our Educa- 
tional System." A discussion followed, in which 
Messrs. Hagar of Salem, Stone of Portland, Supt. 
Camp of Connecticut, Rev. D. Leach of Providence, 
Phipps of Massachusetts, Rev. Messrs. Sargent and 
Chute of New Jersey, took part. 

Dr. J. C. Stockbridge of Providence, read a paper 
on ** The Prussian System of Common Schools." 

Rev. Dr. Peabody of Harvard University on 
"The Bible in Common Schools." 

After the close of the able lecture of Dr. Peabody, 
W. C. Collar of Boston, offered the following reso- 
lution : 

Resolved^ That in the opinion of this Association, the public 
safety and the highest interests of education demand that the BiWe 
should not be excluded from the public schools. 
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Mr. Collar sustained the resolution in a speech of 
considerable ability and length, and was followed by 
Rev. Mr. Chute of New Jersey, M. C. S.tebbins of 
Springfield, John Kneeland of Roxbury, George B. 
Emerson and Sec'y White of Massachusetts, after 
which the resolution was adopted, only two voting 
in the negative. 

A vote of thanks to Dr. Peabody for liis excellent 
lecture was passed, and a copy requested for publi- 
cation. 

The evening lecture was by Dr. Geo. B. Loring 
of Salem, on *' Progress of Female Education, and 
Woman as an Educator." 

The committee appointed at a previous meeting 
on the revision of the Constitution made report, 
which was unanimously adopted at this meeting. 
The Constitution as amended may be found in the 
Appendix. 

Third Day. The first lecture, after the usual 
devotional exercises, was by Prof. W. P. Atkinson 
of Cambridge, on '*A General Course of Study." 
A prolonged and able discussion of this lecture 
occupied the remainder of the forenoon session. 
The speakers were, F. L. Capen of Boston, Prof. 
Crosby of Dartmouth College, Tolman of Pittsfield, 
Rev. Mr. Chute of New Jersey, Mr. Stebbins of 
Springfield, Rev. C. V. Spear of Pittsfield, Secretary 
White of Massachusetts, Prof. Hagar of Salem, and 
Prof. Atkinson. 

i.ast afternoon. Joseph White, Secretary of the 
Massachusetts Board of Education, read an able 
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paper on " Compulsory School Attendance." Mr. 
W. spoke very forcibly of the great gain that would 
result from an enforced attendance of the children 
upon the advantages open to them in the schools. 

The Institute voted to adjourn at the close of the 
afternoon session, and the remainder of the time 
was "spent in promiscuous remarks upon any of the 
topics which had been the subject of discussion, or 
any others which the respective speakers might 
think it important to present." 

Prof. Crosby spoke in favor of Academies ; T. W. 
Valentine of New York spoke of the meeting of the 
Institute at the same place thirty-five years ago, and 
alluded to evidences of change and progress, and in 
closing he spoke of the late C. E. Valentine,* a val- 
ued member of the Institute. 

Mr. C. Allen of Pennsylvania, said he had hoped 
to hear a discussion on "The Cultivation of a 
Sense of Honor among Pupils." As one having 
charge of a school composed of the orphans of 
Pennsylvania soldiers he felt a special interest in 
that question. He also spoke of the efforts being 
made for the improvement of the schools and school 
system of Pennsylvania. 

All united in singing the Doxology, after which 
the Institute adjourned sine die. 



* Mr. Valentine, we believe, was killed by the cars as he was on 
his way to the Quincy School, Boston, of which he was the efficient 
principal. 
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1871. 

Abner J. I^HIPPS, President. 
D. W. Jones, Secretary. 

The Forty- Second Annual Meeting 

was held in Fitchburg, Mass., July 26, 27, and 28, 
1871. 

In a few remarks in relation to the Institute, 
Pres. Phipps stated that twenty-one, or just one-half 
of the annual meetings had been held in Massachu- 
setts, and of these the first seven in Boston, and 
that of the four hundred names on the roll of mem- 
bership at the end of the third year three hundred 
were those of Massachusetts men. The appropria- 
tions to meet the expenses of the Institute, beyond 
the income from initiation fees, have come solely from 
Massachusetts. These began by legislative enact- 
ment in 1834, with an annual appropriation of three 
hundred dollars, which, with one or two exceptions, 
was continued until 1865, — and since that time 
five hundred dollars had been given, — making the 
aggregate of these appropriations twelve thousand 
and six hundred dollars. 

The first regular exercise of the session was on 
'* Kindergartening,* the Gospel for Children," by 
Miss E. P. Peabody. 

♦After explaining the principles on which it was founded and 
tracing its developments, she closed her paper with these words : — 

"This substructure must be moral education. As the gospel 
preached to men who had grown up in a world lying in darkness 
and sin, was repent and reform and be forgiven ; so the gospel for 
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Evening, — The Hon John Eaton, Jr., U. S. 
Commissioner of Education, at Washington, gave 
a lecture on "American Education Progressive," 
which was followed by some well-rendered and well- 
received recitations by Mrs. H. M. Miller of Con- 
cord, N. H. 

W. T. Harris of St. Louis, gave the first lecture 
of the second day, his subject being "Presumption 
in Modern Education, — its Province." A. B. Alcott 
of Concord, J. D. Philbrick of Boston, and Miss 
Peabody of Cambridge, made remarks expressive of 
their high appreciation of the lecture. 

" The Study of History in our Schools," was fhe 
subject of a paper by Rev. H. N. Hudson of Bos- 
ton. This was discussed by Messrs. Kneeland and 
Sec. White of Boston, and Rev. Mr. Hammond of 
Monson. 

D. N. Camp of Connecticut, chairman of a com- 
mittee previously appointed " To consider the future 
interests of the Institute," said that the committee 
were unanimous in the opinion that the Institute 
should continue its work upon the same general 
plan that has been adopted in the past. To provide 
for its general expenses, the committee recommend 
that aid should be solicited from the legislatures of 

£hildren whom Christ pronounced already of the kingdom of 
heaven, and set in the midst of His disciples, to show them that 
Ijefore they could enter^ — much more take the highest places in it,^— 
as to keep the heart diligently, for out of it are the issues of life ; 
and forms the mind in the light of that wisdom which makes life a 
blessing to ourself and others." 
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each of the New England States.*' After consid- 
erable discussion the first part of the reco*mmenda- 
tion was adopted and the second part, — recommend- 
ing the procurement of legislative aid, — was rejected. 

"The Importance of Drawing as a Branch of 
General Education " was the subject of a lecture 
by C. C. Perkins of Boston, which was followed 
by one by Gen. H. K. Oliver of Salem, on " How 
I was Taught, — or More than Sixty Years Since.'' 
This was pronounced an exceedingly interesting 
lecture. 

The next exercise was a discussion of the ques- 
tion, "How far may the State Provide for the Edu- 
cation of her Children at public cost." The speak- 
ers were Sec. White of Boston, Gen. Oliver of 
Salem, Supt. Harrington of New Bedford, S. Weth- 
erell of Boston, M. A. Warren of South Carolina, R. 
Edwards of Illinois, and Supt. W. Johnson of Maine. 
It may readily be inferred that a discussion by such 
men must have been full of interest and instruction 
on the important subject under consideration. 

The evening lecture was by Prof. D. C. Oilman 
of Yale College, on " Scientific Schools in Relation 
to Colleges and High Schools," which was followed 
by a series of readings by Prof. Lewis B. Monroe 
of Boston, illustrative of what he considered the 
proper style of school reading. 

On the last day Prof. R. Edwards of the Nor- 
mal Institute, Illinois, gave a very interesting lecture 
on "The Causes of Failure in the Work of Teach- 
ing." The principal causes named were : 
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1. Indifference and perversity of parents. 

2. Natural disqualifications of teachers. 

3. Want of preparation for the work of teaching, 

4. Want of plan on the part of the teacher. 

5. Attention to some special hobby. 

Supt. Warren of Maine, read a paper on *' State 
Uniformity of Text Books/' strongly favoring such 
uniformity. 

Since the last annual meeting, Rev. S. J. May of 
Syracuse, N. Y., Prof. John S. Woodman of Dart- 
mouth College, and Dr. S. H. Taylor of Andover, 
Mass., having died, appropriate resolutions were 
passed in relation to the same, and the following 
members spoke of the merits of the deceased : Rev. 
Chas. Hammond, John Kneeland, Joseph Allen of 
Syracuse, Rev. Mr. Trask of Fitchburg, Pres. 
Phipps and Geo. A. Walton. 

N. A. Calkins of New York, gave the last regu- 
lar lecture. His subject, — which he treated strongly 
in the affirjnative, — was, ''Does Object Teaching 
hold a Philosophical Relation to the Natural Devel- 
opment of Mind and the Acquisition of Knowl- 
edge ? " 

In response to calls from the President, stirring 
addresses were made by ex- Governor Washburn of 
Massachusetts, David H. Mason, Newton, U. S. 
District Attorney and efficient member of Massa- 
chusetts Board of Education, and Nathaniel Allen 
of West Newton, after which and the singing of the 
Doxology, the Institute adjourned sine die. 
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1872. 

J. Abner J. Phipps, President. 

D. W. Jones, Secretary. 

The Forty-Third Annual Meeting 

Of the Institute was held m Lewiston, Me., Aug. 
13, 14, and IS, 1872. 

Hon. M. T. Ludden, in behalf of the City Coun- 
cil and School Committee, bade the Institute a 
hearty welcome to the city's hospitality, to whom 
President Phipps responded in grateful terms. 

Hon. J. L. PiCKARD, Superintendent of Schools 
of Chicago, gave an address upon "The Hindrances 
to making Teaching a Profession." 

Walter Smith, State Director of Art Education 
in Massachusetts, gave a lecture on "Drawing in 
Graded Public Schools, — What to Teach and How to 
Teach it." Prof. S. S. Greene of Brown University, 
Z. Richards of Washington, and Prof. Tweed of 
Charlestown, discussed the subject of the lecture. 

A lecture on "Vocal Music as a Branch of 
Instruction in our Common Schools," was read by 
Dr. Upham, Chairman of the Committee on Music 
of the Boston School Board. S. W. Mason, 
Teacher of Music in the Boston Primary Schools, 
followed, and with a class of children present from 
the Lewiston schools, illustrated his method of 
teaching. 

" Teaching of English Literature " was the sub- 
ject of an essay by Francis H. Underbill, Boston, 
13 
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and " The Idea of Industrial Education " of a lect- 
ure by Rev. Dr. Bartol of Boston. 

Z. Richards of Washington, in a few remarks,, 
favored the " Kindergarten System." 

On the evening of the 14th, Senator Patterson 
of New Hampshire, gave a lecture on " The Influ- 
ence of Labor on Education." 

N. T. Allen of Boston, gave a lecture on " The 
System of Public Instruction in Prussia, as seen by 
a Massachusetts Practical Teacher." 

Prof. E. C. Pickering of the Institute of Tech- 
nology, Boston, made an address in which he urged 
the importance of adopting modes of teaching that 
require the pupils to perform experiments. He 
advocated the use of cheap instruments, many of 
which the pupils could make themselves, and he 
exhibited samples of such instruments. 

E. E. White of Columbus, Ohio, next gave a 
lecture on " The True Education." 

As closing exercises for the session the following^ 
persons responded to calls from the President to 
give brief accounts of educational matters in their 
several localities : A. P. Stone for Maine ; Charles 
Hammond for Massachusetts ; Wm. A. Mowry for 
Rhode Island ; Dr. Lambert for New York ; Mn 
Gross for New Jersey, and Mr. Pickard for Illinois. 

Mortuary Record. 

Rev. Charles Brooks, Medford, Mass. 

Rev. Cyrus A. Crane, D.D., East Greenwich, R. I. 
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William Seaver, Northborough, Mass. 
Albert A. Gamwell, Providence, R. I. 
Dr. Lowell Mason, Orange, N. J. 



1873. 

M. C. Stebbins, President. 
W. E. Eaton, Secretary. 

Forty-Fourth Annual Meeting, 

The Institute met in the City Hall, Concord, 
N. H., Jul/ 7, 8, 9, and lo, 1873. The Mayor 
extended to the Institute a cordial welcome to the 
city, to which the President responded in an elo- 
quent speech. 

The first meeting was on the evening of the 7th, 
and after the opening exercises and the transaction of 
some business, Prof. M. T. Brown of Tufts College, 
gave a lecture on " Charles Dickens as a Reader." 

Second Day. C. L. B. Whitney read an essay 
on "History and the Study of History in our 
Schools and Colleges." A debate followed in 
which the speakers were Prof. Sanborn of Dart- 
inouth College, Rev. Dr. Mayo of Springfield, Rev. 
Dr. Miner of Boston, and Pres. Hopkins of Wil- 
. liamstown. 

Prof. L. DuNTON of the Boston Normal School, 
read a lecture on " The Use of Text-books in our 
Common Schools." This was discussed by Messrs. 
Greenough of Providence, Sanborn of Dartmouth 
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College, Daniels of Boston, Hammond of Monson, 
Hubbard of Fitchburg, Crosby of Nashua, Prof. 
Rice of Middletown, and Dr. Miner of Boston. 

After some business items, the " Study of History" 
was resumed, and, by request, Pres. Hopkins spoke 
upon the subject, and was followed by Messrs. 
Greenough, Sanborn, and Miner, after which the 
Institute adjourned. 

Third Day, Prof. Rice, of Wesleyan University, 
gave a lecture on " The Place of Natural Science in 
Education." This was discussed by Prof. Sanborn, 
Rev. C. Hammond, Pres. Hopkins, Dr. Miner, and 
Prof. Dunton of Boston, and Prof. Greenough. 

Mr. Bartley extended to the Institute an invita- 
tion to visit the State House, the Lunatic Asylum, 
and the State Prison, which the President gratefully 
acknowledged. 

Miss Potter of New York city, entertained the 
Institute very pleasantly by reading two selections. 

Pres. Mark Hopkins of Williams College, gave 
a very able and interesting lecture on " Teaching 
the Invisible by Means of the Visible." 

Rev. Dr. Miner, chairman of a committee pre- 
viously appointed, offered the following : 

*' Resolved^ That a committee of two from each of the New Eng- 
land States, excepting Massachusetts (the latter having already con- 
tributed), be raised to ask an appropriation * from their respective 
Legislatures of at least one hundred dollars, for which at least one 
hundred volumes of the annual proceedings of the Institute shall 



* This was for the avowed purpose of enabling the Institute to 
continue the publication of the annual volume and to give the same 
a more extended circulation. 
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l)e forwarded to the proper authorities of each State for distribu- 
tion in such manner as may be deemed expedient." 

Evening, Prof. E. D. Sanborn of Dartmouth 
College, lectured on " The English Language and 
its Characteristics." 

Fourth Day, Rev. Dr. A. D. Mayo read a lec- 
ture on "The American Common School, the 
National Instructor in Public Virtues." A discus- 
sion followed, participated in by Dr. Miner of Bos- 
ton, Prof. Sanborn, Hammond of Monson, Crosby 
of Nashua, and Robinson of Tilton. 

" What a Superintendent should be," was the 
subject of a lecture by the Hon. Amos Hadley. 
A discussion followed, in which the participants 
were Messrs. Hubbard of Fitchburg, Chase of 
Holyoke, Dr. Mayo of Springfield, Prof. Twe6d of 
Charlestown, Hammond of Monson, and Dr. Miner. 

Afternoon, Chan Laisun, Chinese Commissioner 
of Education, Springfield, Mass., gave a lecture on 
**The Hieroglyphic Language of China." This 
was followed by a lecture, with illustrations, on 
."Teaching Natural History in our Public Schools." 
Next came a paper on " The Study of Greek as an 
Element of Liberal Culture," written by Prof. W. W. 
Goodwin of Harvard College, but read by Pres. 
Stebbins, — Prof. Goodwin not being able to be 
present. 

Evening, After the adoption of the usual reso- 
lutions of thanks, etc., the remainder of the evening 
was spent in listening to brief addresses from Mr. 
13* 
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Bartley, Dr. Boutwell, Hon. A. Hadley, S. B. Page, 
and Rev. Messrs. Ayer and Levering, all of Con- 
cord, Geo. A. Walton, Dr. Miner, and Chan Laisun 
of Massachusetts, Prof. Rice of Middletown, and 
G. N. Bigelow of New York, after which the assem- 
bly united in singing the Doxology, and then the 
final adjournment took place. 



1874. 
M. C. Stebbins, President. 
W. E. Eaton, Secretary. 

Forty 'Fifth Annual Meeting, 

This meeting was held at North Adams, Mass., 
July 28, 29, and 30, 1874. 

Mr. A. D. Miner, principal of the High School, 
welcomed the Institute to the hospitalities of the 
citizens, to which Pres. Stebbins made appropriate 
response. 

Dr. G. B. Emerson * made a brief address to the 
teachers present and distributed among them copies 
of his printed essays. 

The first lecture was in the evening of the 28th 



* Dr. Emerson was one of the founders of the Institute and for 
several years its President. We think this was the last meeting he 
attended and for a few years he had felt that the organization of 
other associations rendered the longer continuance of the Institute 
uncalled for — but some of its best years have been since that time. 
Dr. Emerson died in 1880. 
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by Prof. Perry of Williams College, on " The Bat- 
tle of Waterloo." 

Second Day. — Henry E. Sawyer of Middletown, 
Conn., read a paper on "School Management on 
Business Principles.'* This was discussed by 
'Messrs. Lyon of Providence, Morse of Hartford, 
Whittemore of Providence, and Valentine of New 
York. 

Hon. Thomas W. Bicknell, School Commis- 
sioner of Rhode Island, read a paper on " School 
Supervision." The discussion which followed was 
participated in by Messrs. Northrop, White, Ham- 
mond, Sawyer, and Valentine. 

Afternoon, — Samuel Thurber, principal of the 
Syracuse, N. Y., High School, read a paper on 
*' Illustrations of Anarchy," which was discussed by 
Messrs. Stebbins, Hammond, Bicknell, Northrop, 
Lyon, and Daniell. 

Wm. a. Mowry of Providence next read a paper 
on "The Louisiana Purchase and Some of its 
Results, — A Chapter in U. S. History." Messrs. 
Thurber, White, and Spear made remarks on the 
subject of the paper. 

Eventing, — Prof. J. H. Seelye of Amherst Col- 
lege gave an able lecture on " The Relations of the 
Secular and the Religious in Education." 

Third Day. — A. H. Davis of Worcester High 
School read a paper on " Thought and Expression," 
which was soon followed by a paper on " The Need 
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of Collegiate Education for Women," * by Pres. L. 
Clark Seelye of Smith College. This was subse- 
quently discussed by Messrs. Hyde, Walton, Camp, 
and Seelye. 

Since the last annual meeting Prof. Alpheus 
Crosby, Prof. Wm. Russell, and Sam'l H. Capron, 
have been called from earthly scenes. Resolutions 
highly complimentary to the characters and labors of 
the deceased, presented by Prof. Hagar of Salem, 
were adopted, after appropriate remarks by Messrs. 
Phipps, Parish, Sawyer, Mowry, and the President. 

Afternoon, — Miss Anna C. Edwards of Mt. 
Holyoke Female Seminary, read an interesting 
paper on '* The True Ideal of the Teacher." 

Evening, — The last lecture of the occasion was 
by Paul Chadbourne, D.D., on "Waste of Labor 
in the Work of Education." It was briefly discussed 
by Messrs. Crittenden, Bicknell, Northrop, and 
White, after which a series of complimentary reso- 
lutions were passed, and the Institute united in sing- 
ing the Doxology and then adjourned sine die, 

* Mr. Crittenden of New York, expressed his appreciation of this 
lecture by offering to pay for its being printed for circulation — 
which was accepted, with thanks, by the Institute. 
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1875. 

Merrick Lyon, President. 
James W. Webster, Secretary.' 

Forty-Sixth Annual Meeting, 

This meeting was held in the city of Providence, 
R I., July 7, 8, and 9, 1875. The pupils of the 
City Grammar Schools united in a song of welcome, 
which was highly appreciated. 

The introductory address was by Rev. Dr. E. G. 
Robinson, president of Brown University, on 
'* Teaching as Related to the other Professions." 

In the forenoon of the second day highly appro- 
priate and interesting addresses of welcome were 
made by D. W. Hoyt, President of the Rhode 
Island Institute of Instruction, by Mayor Doyle and 
President Robinson, — after which J. A. Shaw, 
principal of the Highland Military Academy of 
Worcester, Mass., read a paper on "English Pro- 
nunciation, — What Have Teachers to do About it } " 
A very spicy and interesting discussion followed, in 
which Messrs. A. C. Perkins of Exeter, J. D. Phil- 
brick of Boston, H. O. Ladd and David Crosby of 
New Hampshire, B. G. Northrop of Connecticut, 
and the lecturer participated. 

" The Teacher an Educator" was the theme of a 
paper by Principal Boyden of the Bridgewater, 
Mass., Normal School, which was followed by some 
remarks on the same subject by H. E. Sawyer of 
Connecticut. 
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" The Organization of School Faculties " was the 
subject of Dr. S. Elliot's lecture. Principal 
Rounds of the Farmington, Mass., Normal School, 
and Dr. Mowry of Providence, spoke on the sub- 
ject of the lecture, after which Chas. Northend of 
Connecticut, A. P. Stone of Massachusetts, and H. 
O. Ladd of New Hampshire were appointed a com- 
mittee to report at the next meeting on the subject 
of Dr. Elliot's address. 

E. G. Coy of Andover, Mass., read a paper on 
the " Inconsistency of Theory with Practice, the 
Chief Ground of Opposition to Classical Study *'— 
a forcible plea for the continuance of classical 
studies. This was ably discussed by Prof. John L. 
Lincoln and P?rof. Albert Harkness, of Brown Uni- 
versity. 

"The Silent Forces in Education" by Principal 
J. F. Blackinton of Boston, in which the speaker 
paid an eloquent tribute to the late Pres. Wayland, 
was well received by the audience. 

" The Real Problem in Modern Education " was 
the subject of a lecture by Pres. Gregory of the 
Illinois Industrial University. This lecture filled 
the evening hour, and was listened to by a large 
audience. 

On the last day of the meeting Miss Anna C. 
Brackett of New York, read a paper on "The 
Relation of the Medical and the Teacher's Profes- 
sions." 

** The Place and Work of Academies in our Sys- 
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tem of Education " was the subject of a paper by 
Prof. S. S. Greene of Brown University. 

"What Next in the Common Schools.?" was the 
theme of Rev. Dr. Mayo's paper, and "Classical 
Study and Instruction " of Pres. Porter's, of Yale 
College. 

On the last afternoon of the meeting, the Insti- 
tute accepted the kind invitation of the mayor and 
citizens of Providence to a delightful steamer excur- 
sion to, and entertainment at, Rocky Point. At 
this "Point" the chief subject for discussion was 
" The Clam," and it may be said that the entire 
congregation participated with intense interest^ 
eagerly, and though the subject seemed to have but 
one side, the members engaged with great earnest- 
ness and at times were quite clamorous for prolong- 
ing the discussion — in which all were of one mind.* 

During the days of the meeting, members were 
cordially invited to visit the college grounds and 
buildings. 

Resolutions were passed favoring and commend- 

* As indicating the generous interest manifested by the citizens 
of Providence it may be stated that a committee, of which Pres. 
Lyon was chairman, . readily raised one thousand dollars to defray 
the expenses of this delightful excursion and entertainment, — all of 
which was cheerfully given, with instructions from some to call for 
more if needed. Of this entertainment a prominent educator 
remarked at the time, that the Institute had never before enjoyed so 
good an entertainment, — and added that it would never again have 
another as good, — until it again came to Providence. It may be 
added that the Institute had been very kindly dealt with by " Provi- 
dence" in 1854. 
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ing the New England yournal of Education, and 
also the proposed National Exposition of Education 
in Philadelphia. 

A resolution was also adopted in favor of the 
National Bureau of Education, and a committee of 
one from each State was appointed to memorialize 
Congress in favor of the continued and liberal sup- 
port of the Bureau. 

A vote was passed making lady members of the 
Institute eligible to office in the board of directors, 
etc., but as the list for the coming year had already 
been made up, the practical compliance witht he vote 
was postponed till the next year. 

MORTUARY LIST. 

John Kingsbury, LL.D., Providence, R. I. 
James E. Parker, of Rhode Island. 



1876. 
Merrick Lyon, President. 
J. W. Webster, Secretary. 

Forty 'Seventh A7tnual Meeting. 

* The Institute held its forty-seventh annual meet- 
ing at Plymouth, N. H., on the nth, 12th, 13th, 
and 14th July, 1876. The attendance was very 
large. 

President Lyon, after making a few appropriate 
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introductory remarks, called, in succession, upon the 
following persons, each of whom responded in earn- 
est and fitting speeches : Prof. S. S. Greene of 
Brown University, Hiram Orcutt of West Lebanon, 
N. H., T. W. Valentine, Brooklyn, N. Y., Prof. 
Crosby of Nashua, N. H., Prof. W. A. Mowry, 
Providence, R. I., Mr. Gastman of Illinois, and Prof. 
W. Atkinson of the Institute of Technology, Boston. 
The following telegram was sent to the National 
Teachers' Association, then in session at Baltimore : 

" The American Institute of Instruction, the oldest educational 
organization in America, sends cordial greetings to the National 
Teachers* Association, the largest. May the cordial relations now 
existing between the two bodies, in this centennial year, be contin- 
ued not only through the closing century, but until time shall be no 
more, or ignorance be banished from the earth." 

The Institute was cordially welcomed to Plymouth 
by Prof. Ladd in behalf of the State Teachers' 
Association and the Normal. School, and by C. A. 
Burleigh, in behalf of the citizens of Plymouth — to 
which 'Pres. Lyon made a felicitous response, and 
then proceeded to give his annual address to the 
Institute. 

The lectures and papers before the Institute were 
as follows : 

Hiram Orcutt, West Lebanon, N. H. " Reci- 
tation." 

Prof. L. S. BuRBANK. "Object-Teaching, its 
true Method an^ Scope." 

J. M. Hall, Providence. " Geography in our 
Common Schools." 
15 
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T. W. BiCKNELL, Boston. An address on " Edu- 
cation at the South/' 

Prof. J. C. Greenough, Rhode Island Normal 
School. " English Literature." 

Asa D. Smith, D.D., Dartmouth College. "The 
Moral Element in Education." 

President Buckham, Burlington, Vt. "Moral 
Instruction and Discipline in the study of the 
Classic Languages and Literatures." 

Prof. H. O. Ladd, Plymouth, N. H. "Elements 
of Natural Science in our Public Schools." 

Prof. C. O. Thompson of Massachusetts. . " The 
place of the Polytechnic School in American Edu- 
cation." 

Through the courtesy of Supt. Dodge of the 
Boston, Concord & Montreal Railroad the members 
of the Institute and their friends, to the number of 
four hundred, enjoyed an excursion tolake"Win- 
nipiseogee," and by steamer on the lake to Wolf- 
boro and return, — a most delightful excursion, for 
which the most cordial thanks were tendered to Mr. 
Dodge. 

On the last evening, in addition to the customary 
thanks to the citizens, and various others from 
whom favors had been received, the following reso- 
lutions were offered : 

" Resolved^ That the National Bureau of Education at Washing- 
ton is a source of great benefit to the .educators of New England 
and the country at large, and that we claiiA for its support and 
proper maintenance the influence and votes of all the true friends 
of educational progress in our National Congress, and we shall 
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deplore any efforts which may be made tending to weaken its 
power or to restrict its influence for good. 

" Resolved, That we endorse the plan to appropriate the proceeds 
of the sale of the public lands for educational purposes, to be dis- 
bursed at- the outset on the ratio of illiteracy among the several 
States of the Union. 

" Resolved^ That the American Institute of Instruction, in this 
centennial year of the nation, re-affirms the principles of its found- 
ers in favor of universal, unsectarian education for the people ; of 
a State system of public education, supported by general taxation ; 
of laws protecting the children in the enjoyment of school privi- 
leges; of a system of education which recognizes the unity of 
the several grades of instruction, reaching from the primary school 
through the college ; of the unity, also, of public and private insti- 
tutions, as constituent parts of one whole ; of the establishment of 
Normal Schools, as the true foundation of a true professional train- 
ing ; of the establishment of schools of science, art, and industry, 
to supplement the common school and give greater efficiency to it ; 
and finally to the great importance of the recognition of the moral 
elemen;t in education as the foundation of all sound learning, of 
good society, and of a truly Christian Republic." 

The following gentlemen spoke on the resolu- 
tions, after which they were heartily adopted : 

Messrs. Stone and Webster of Massachusetts, Lyon, 
Mowry, and Russell of Rhode Island, Ladd of New 
Hampshire, Northend of Connecticut, — after which 
all united in singing " America," which was done 
with a royal good heart and will, and as a thank- 
offering, " Praise God from whom all blessings 
flow," and then the Institute adjourned sine die. 



164 THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE ['877. 

1877. 
T. W. BiCKNELL, President. 
J. M. Hall, Secretary. 

Fo^'ty-Eighth Anmial Meeting, 

The forty-eighth annual meeting of the Insti- 
tute was held at Montpelier, Vt., July lo, ii, and 
12, 1877. There was a large attendance, the mem- 
bership numbering about i,ooo, and the Institute 
was cordially welcomed to the city and the hospi- 
tality of its citizens, to which Pres. Bickwell hap- 
pily responded. 

The first evening was occupied by a brief open- 
ing address by the President, followed by speeches 
from representatives from different States as fol- 
lows : Wm. J. Corthell, Supt. of Public Schools of 
Maine, Charles A. Downs of New Hampshire, 
Edward Conant, Vermont, A. D. Mayo of Massa- 
chusetts, and Thomas B. Stockwell, Rhode Island. 
Prof. Churchill entertained the audience by reading 
a selection from Nicholas Nickleby, and the Mont- 
pelier Philharmonic Society furnished some excellent' 
singing. 

The exercises were as follows : 

Pres. BiCKNELL. — Introductory address which 
closed by urging, 

"The unity of all departments of school work, 
and the duty of the Institute to carry on a vigorous 
and progressive educational policy.'* He offered the 
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following propositions for the consideration of the 
Institute : 

" I. All instructors charged with the education of children and 
youth, should be selected, on the ground of especial talents, profes- 
sional training, and aptness to teach." 

"2. Such teachers should possess certificates of qualifications 
entitling them to teach in town, county, or State, for at least three 
years, when these should be exchanged for life certificates, founded 
on a basis of talent, training, and experience." 

" 3. Teachers possessing life certificates should hold an advisory 
relation to local officials in regard to gradation, courses of study, 
promotions, general policy, and scope of school regime." 

"4. The county and State examiners should be selected on 
account of special fitness as educational experts, and possessed of 
large experience as practical educators; — and they should have 
the power of examining candidates, and granting provisional and 
life certificates." 

" 5. The school supervision of all grades should be in the hands 
of men and women whose experience has been gained in the school- 
room, — who have made education a special study with reference to 
its philosophy, means and ends." 

These propositions were referred to a special 
committee to report subsequently. 

The following lectures were given during the 
session : 

Prof. A. Harkness, Brown University. " Some 
of the Results of Modern Linguistic Studies." 

Prof. I. ^N. Carleton, Connecticut Normal 
School. " Growth in Teaching Power." 

Pres. RuNKLE, Massachusetts Institute of Tech- 
nology. " The Russian System of Art Education, 
as applied at the Massachusetts Institute of Tech- 
nology." 

IS* 
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Mrs. H. M. Miller, Concord, N. H. " Modern 
Reading." 

Prof. W. M. Barbour, of Bangor. ** The Rights 
of the Taught." 

Hon. P. E. Aldrich, Worcester, Mass. " The 
Rights and Duties of the State in relation to 
Education." 

Prof. E. R. RuGGLES, Dartmouth College. " The 
Place of History in Education and the Methods of 
Teaching it.*' 

H. T. Fuller, St. Johnsbury Academy. " Hono- 
rary and Official Titles." 

Prest. C. B. Hurlburt of Middlebury College. 
" Life and Form." 

Wm. I. Marshall, Fitchburg, Mass. "Yellow- 
stone Park, Illustrated by the Stereopticon." 

Supt. A. P. Stone, Springfield. "The Educa- 
tional Outlook." 

Rev. A. D. Mayo, Springfield. "The Recent 
Assaults on Normal Schools." 

Prof. Churchill of Massachusetts, and Mrs. H. 
M. Miller of New Hampshire, favored the Institute 
with readings and recitations. 

Resolutions were passed favoring the Metric sys- 
tem of weights and measures, — in favor of free 
schools, etc. 

The committee to whom was referred the propo- 
sitions of the President, previously given, reported in 
part, recommending the following as substitutes for 
the first two propositions : 



l877-] OF INSTRUCTION. 167 

" I. All instructors charged with the education of children and 
youth sliould be selected on account of excellence of character, 
special talents, adequate acquisitions, and known or presumed skill 
ip teaching." 

" 2. All candidates for the office of teacher should be examined 
by a State, county, or district board of competent examiners ; and 
upon passing a satisfactory examination before this board should 
receive a certificate of their qualifications to teach. These certifi- 
cates should correspond to the primary, grammar, and high school 
grades. No person should be eligible to the office of teacher who 
has not received a certificate from the board of examiners. School 
committees may appoint persons holding these certificates with or 
without further examination as they may decide.'* 

The report was adopted, and the remaining propo- 
sitions were postponed till the next meeting of the 
Institute. 

After singing the "Doxology" the Institute 
adjourned. 

Mortuary List For 1877. 

Nehemiah Cleaveland, Westport, Conn., Apr. 
17th, aged 81 years. 

Sanborn Tenney, Williamstown, Mass., July 9th, 
aged 50 years. 

Warren Johnson, Newton, Mass., Apr. 28th, aged 
47 years. 

Asa D. Smith, Hanover, N. H., Aug. i6th, aged 
73 years. 

Samuel R. Hall, Brownington, Vt, June 24th, 
aged 82 years. 

It may be worthy of remark here that the Institute met at this 
place twenty years ago, — and at a full meeting this year, the Presi- 
dent requested all who were present at the former meeting to rise, 
and in response only two arose. Thus we may see that members 
are constantly changing. 
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1878. 

T. W. BiCKNELL, President. 
J. Milton Hall, Secretary. 

Forty-Ninth Annual Meeting. 

This was the largest meeting in the history of 
the Institute. It was held at the Fabyan' House, 
White Mountains, largely through the interest and 
influence of the late Oscar Barron * and President 
Bicknell. The attendance from all sections was 
unusually large, and the ** school ma'am," as well as 
the *' school-master," was literally " abroad." As it 
were, the mountains were full of teachers. About 
2,2CX) persons entered their names on the roll of 
membership, and the several mountain hqtels and 
boarding-houses at Bethlehem, Lancaster, White- 
field, Jefferson, North Conway, Littleton, and other 
places were filled with guests, — all of whom were 
comfortably provided for. Long sessions were held 
every morning and evening, while the afternoon 
was devoted to rambling, and sight-seeing, and gar- 
nering instruction from " Nature's teachings." The 
meeting commenced on the morning of July gth, 
and continued through the I2th. 



* The year previous the Institute met at Montpelier, Vermont, 
and during the session Mr. Oscar Barron, one of the proprietors of 
the Mountain Houses, invited the Institute to hold its next meeting 
at the mountains, and gave assurance that ample accommodation 
would be given to all who might attend. This, together with the 
facilities afforded by the railroad managers, and especially by the 
late Supt. Dodge, of the Boston, Concord & Montreal Railroad, 
opened the way for this large meeting at this delightful spot. 
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After an appropriate introductory address by 
President Bicknell, and the appointment of the 
usual committees, the lectures and discussions were 
as follows : 

" The Reformation in the teaching of the ancient 
and modern Languages." This subject was opened 
by an address from Prof. L. Sauveur, LL.D., of 
New York, and was followed by a very spirited dis- 
cussion, in which Prof. S. S. Green of Brown Uni- 
versity, M. G. Daniell of Boston, Prof. C. E. Fay of 
Tufts College, and Prof. Sauveur participated. 
This was followed by a paper on " School Super- 
vision,'* by J. W. Dickinson, Secretary of the 
Massachusetts Board of Education. 

At the evening session the large hall of the Fa- 
byan House was filled to its utmost capacity, and the 
exercises were exceedingly interesting. Governor 
Prescott of New Hampshire made a very felicitous 
address of welcome to the Institute to the Granite 
State, and especially to the beautiful scenery of the 
mountains. The evening was given to addresses from 
representative men from various sections, in which 
they made brief reports of educational matters in 
their respective States. J. W. Corthell, State 
Superintendent of Maine, spoke for the Pine Tree 
State; C. A. Downes, State Superintendent of 
New Hampshire, for the Granite State; Edward 
Conant, State Superintendent of Vermont, for the 
Green Mountain State ; J. W. Dickinson, Secretary 
of Massachusetts Board of Education, for the 



I/O THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE [1878. 

Bay State ; Gen. John Eaton, United States Com- 
missioner of Education, spoke from his "stand 
point ; " John Hancock, President of the National 
Teachers' -Association, and W. D. Henkle, spoke 
for Ohio; E. E. White, President of Purdue Uni- 
versity, spoke for Indiana; M. A. Newell, State 
Superintendent of Maryland, spoke for that State. 
The closing address was an exceedingly interesting 
one from Tanetaro Megata, Boston, United States 
Commissioner of Education from Japan. Restated 
that "Educational matters in Japan had taken a 
fresh start. The political revolution of 1878 vividly 
demonstrated to the Japan government the import- 
ance of universal education; and a short time after 
it was decreed that means should be provided for 
the education of every child in the empire. For 
this purpose the country was divided into seven dis- 
tricts, and subdivided into high and elementary 
school districts, — a population of 600 making an 
elementary school district. * * * * There are 
about 24,000 common schools in the empire, with 
average attendance of 2,000,000 out of a total pop- 
ulation of 34,000,000. The course of study in these 
schools is somewhat similar to that in America, — 
they having been largely modeled on the American 
and German plans." He also stated that there 
were "216 high schools and 90 normal schools, — at 
present having an attendance of about 8,000. 
Teachers' Institutes are being held throughout the 
empire. Teachers, of whom there are about 45,000, 
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of all grades, are licensed by the Government Board 
of Education. * * A permanent fund of i!8,ooo,ooo 
has been established for the purposes of education. 
The total income for the public schools is about 
1^6,500,000 per year, arising from interest on the per- 
manent fund, local taxation, private donatiohs," etc. 

On the second day of the session Supt. Corthell 
of Maine, and D. B. Hagar of Massachusetts gave 
addresses on " The Examination of Teachers," and 
were followed by interesting speeches from Miss 
Mary Allen West, Superintendent of Schools of 
Knox County, Illinois ; W. D. Henkle of Ohio, Rev. 
A. A. Miner of Massachusetts, and Mrs. E. T. 
Howard of New York. 

Rev. W. F. Warren, D.D., of Boston, read a 
paper on ** Joint and Disjoint Education." This 
was followed by remarks from A. D. Mayo of Mas- 
sachusetts, and Superintendent Rickoff of Cleveland, 
Ohio. 

A large delegation from the Institute ascended 
Mount Washington and held an evening meeting 
there under the charge of President Bicknell, while 
Vice-President Merrick Lyon presided over the 
section remaining at Fabyan's. 

At the mountain session President White of 
Indiana, as chairman of a special committee, ofEered 
a series of resolutions* affirming the fundamental 
principles of the American school system. These 

* I. That the possession by the child of a nature susceptible of 
education is, of itself, conclusive of the child's right to such an 
education. 
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were fully and ably discussed by Gen. Eaton of 
Washington, Messrs. Henkle and Rickoff of Ohio, 
White of Indiana, Newell of Maryland, -Pierce of 
New Jersey, Greene of Rhode Island, Drake and 
Carleton of Connecticut, Mrs. Anna Randall Deihl 
of Nev/ York, Bicknell of Massachusetts, and others. 
Representatives from ten different States responded 
for their respective States, — all pledging their alle- 
giance to the broad foundation principles of educa- 
tion as laid down in the resolutions. If these reso- 

2. That every child born into American citizenship has the 
inalienable right to such an education as will prepare him to meet 
its duties and obligations ; and to secure the child in the enjoyment 
of this right the entire property of the State is under a mortgage, 
and it is the bounden duty of the administration of every State to 
recognize this obligation. 

3. That inasmuch as it is the imperative duty and paramount 
interest of the State to provide education for all its citizens, it is, as 
a consequence, the right of the State to see that the necessary edu- 
cation thus provided be universally enjoyed. 

4. That a State has a right to demand of its rulers that they be 
so educated that they may be qualified to govern wisely for the 
development of every interest touching its morals, its happiness, 
and its prosperity; and that in a free government, where the people 
are the rulers, the State has a supreme right to exact the education 
of all who are born into the management of its affairs. 

5. That the early recognition of these fundamental principles by 
the people of New England places these States under sacred obli- 
gation to see that they are ever effectually defended ; and we, as 
educators, on this occasion, as rare as our standpoint is elevated, 
do hereby pledge ourselves to the maintenance of our American 
system of public education in its integrity. 

6. That we believe that the cause of universal education, so 
wisely commended by Washington, is as impregnable as the granite 
mountain which bears his name " 
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lutions are not of the soundest character, it is cer- 
tainly true that resolutions are seldom, if ever, 
adopted higher than these. 

Poems were read or recited by Mrs. Randall 
Deihl of New York, and Prof. Hibbard of Connecti- 
cut, and singing by the Mount Washington Glee 
Club. 

At the Fabyan House President Fay of the 
Appalachian Club, spoke briefly of the topography 
of the White Mountain region, after which Prof. 
NiLES of Massachusetts, gave an exceedingly inter- 
esting and instructive lecture on " Mountain Sum- 
mits and Scenery," illustrating the same by stere- 
opticon views. 

On the third day of the meeting the subject of 
** Professional Schools for Teachers *' was considered 
by Larkin Dunton of Boston, followed by a paper 
on " Political Education " by Wm. A. Mowry of 
Providence, which was discussed by Gen. Eaton of 
Washington, Mr. Scofield of South CaroHna, Rev. 
Dr. Miner and J. W. Webster of Boston, E. E. 
White of Indiana, Mr. Hume of Lawrence, Mass., 
and Mr. Richards of Washington. 

Prof. L. K, BuTTERFiELD read a paper on " Vis- 
ible Speech," and F. A. March one on "The Spelling 
Reform." 

The evening exercises were a grand concert by 

the Fabyan House Orchestra (Blaisdell's Orchestra 

Club of Concord) followed by an address by Dr. 

Geo. B. Loring. The audience was a very large 

16 
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one. Dr. Loring's subject was "Methods and 
Objects of American Education." 

On the fourth and last day of the session there 
were discussions on " The Spelling Reform," and 
" The Kindergarten," and a lecture on " The Educa- 
tion of Labor," by President White of Indiana, and 
on "The Telephone," by E. A. Dolbear of Tufts 
College, — an illustrated lecture. 

At the evening session the following resolution, 
offered by Dr. Mowry of Rhode Island, was 
adopted : 

Resolved, That the supervision of schools should be in the 
^ands of persons who, by study and observation, know the philos- 
ophy of education, and who are expeits in the arts of instruction 
and school management ; and that the present need in New Eng- 
land is for a system of general supervision by .districts or counties, 
which shall supplement that of the towns. 

The necrology report was presented by Charles 
Northend of New Britain, Chairman of the Necrol- 
ogy Committee. The names of deceased members 
will be found at the close of this article. * 

Lecture by Dr. E. B. Loring on ** Methods and 
Object of American Education." 

♦Until the present year the decease of members has been 
noticed by the passage of resolutions in relation to such members, 
but with so large a membership the number of deaths increases 
from year to year, and it has been deemed best to have a condensed 
sketch of each deceased member prepared by a committee and pub- 
lished in the annual volume. While in most years in the early half 
of the Institute's existence the number of deaths in one year seldom 
exceeded two or three, they have since in some years amounted to 
ten and even thirteen. 
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After the lecture of Dr. Loring there was a 
*' social re-union " in the Fabyan House parlor, par- 
ticipated in by at least one thousand persons. 
There was music by the orchestra, reading by Miss 
McMahon of Chelsea, Mass., Miss Howell of Lowell, 
Mass., and Prof. Hibbard of New Britain, Conn. 

This was the largest meeting of the Institute ever 
held, and its success was largely owing to the 
special efforts of President Bicknell and Secretary 
Hall, and through their influence to the very liberal 
provision made by the railroads for the transporta- 
tion of those in attendance on the meeting, and also 
to the various mountain hotels and boarding houses 
which so liberally and so well catered to the large 
number in attendance. 

Necrology List. 

Jacob Batchelder, Lynn, Mass., Dec. 17, 1876, 
aged 70 years. 

Nehemiah Cleaveland, Westport, Conn., April 17, 
1877, aged 80 years. 

Sanborn Tenney, Williamstown, Mass., July 9, 
1877, aged 50 years. 

Warren Johnson, Newton, Mass., April 28, 1877, 
aged 47 years. 

Asa D. Smith, Hanover, N. H., Aug. 16, 1877, 
aged 73 years. 

Samuel R. Hall, Brownington, Vt., June 24, 1877, 
aged 82 years. 

THE BICKNELL FUND. 

At the close of the meeting at Fabyan's it was found that the 
Treasurer had received $2,160 as membership fees in the Institute, 
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at this meeting, and as there was a large surplus in the treasury 
after paying all expenses, it was unanimously voted by the Board 
of Directors at the close of the meeting to set apart one thousand 
DOLLARS as a Permanent Fundy to be invested by a Board of Trus- 
tees, and the proceeds of the fund to be devoted to the uses of the 
Institute. At the annual meeting of the directors, held in Boston, 
June, 1879, President Carlton presiding, it was voted to call the 
fund set apart by the directors the bicknell fund, and T. W. 
Bicknell, D. B. Hagar, J. M. Hall, and the Treasurer of the 
Institute were elected Trustees of the Fund. The proceeds of the 
fund, by vote of the Institute, are devoted to premiums to the 
writers of essays on important educational topics. 

Another memorial of the meeting at the White Mountains was 
the raising of three hundred dollars for the construction of a moun- 
tain path from Sawyer's River to the top of Mt. Carrigan, and also 
for the opening of a bridle-path from the foot of Carrigan to con- 
nect the valley near upper Bartlett with the Pemigewasset Valley 
near Waterville. The path constructed by the Appalachian Club, 
under the direction of Prof. C. E. Fay of Tufts College, in the early 
summer of 1879, and "The American Institute Path of 1878," 
is inscribed on the guide-boards to the summits of Carrigan and 
through the wilderness at its base. 
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Isaac N. Carleton, President. 
HpNRY E. Sawyer, Secretary. 

Fiftieth A?tnual Meeting, 

The fiftieth annual meeting of the Institute was 
held in the spacious and commodious pavilion, — 
erected mainly for its accommodation, — near the 
Fabyan House, White Mountains, N. H., July 8, 9, 
10, and II, 1879. There was a large attendance. 
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The lectures and discussions were as follows : 
" Old and New Methods in Teaching," were dis- 
cussed with much interest and ability by Judah 
Dana of Vermont, Augustus Morse of Connecticut, 
and A. P. Stone of Massachusetts. 

Address by Henry Barnard, Hartford, Conn., 
on "Neglected and Destitute Children," discussed 
by John Hancock of Ohio, Rev. Mr. Ames of 
Rhode Island, and Prof. Thomas Thatcher, New 
Haven. 
John Hancock, Ohio, ** Piece Work." 
Prof. J. L. Lincoln, Brown University, "Some 
of the Present Aspects of Classical Teaching and 
Study." 

B. G. Northrop, Connecticut, ''The High School 
Question." 

Prof. C. A. Young, Princeton College, " Eclipses 
of the Sun." 

A. C. Perkins, Phillips Academy, Exeter, N. H., 
" Extremists in Education." 

J. W. Dickinson, Massachusetts, " Oral Teach- 
ing. 

Dr. Nathan Allen, Lowell, Mass., "The Educa- 
tion of Girls as Affected by Growth and Physical 
Development." 

Prof. W. T. Harris, St. Louis, "The Function 
of Latin and Greek in Education." 

C. C. Rounds, Maine, " Educational Journalism." 
G. A. Walton, Massachusetts, " Teaching Num- 
bers." 

16* 
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More than the usual amount of time and talent 
was given to the discussion of several subjects 
brought before the Institute. The following names 
of persons who participated will be sufficient evi- 
dence of this : Prof Thatcher of Yale College ; 
A. P. Stone, Supt. of Springfield, Mass., Schools ; 
Prof Louis Soldan of St. Louis ; Augustus Morse, 
Connecticut ; Judah Dana, Vermont ; Secretary 
Northrop of Connecticut ; T. D. Adams, Westerly, 
R. L ; C. C. Rounds, Maine ; H. P. Warren, 
Plymouth, N. H. ; Gen. John Eaton, Washington ; 
Bridgman, Ohio ; Mrs. Knox, Boston ; Dr. McVicar, 
Potsdam, N. Y. ; John Hancock, Ohio ; J. W. 
Dickinson and B. F. Tweed of Massachusetts ; Prof. 
Hooze, Cortland, N. Y., and others. 

Resolutions were passed strongly in favor of the 
National Bureau of Education at Washington, and 
also in favor of the New England Journal of 
Education. 

Mr. Northend, chairman of Necrology Commit- 
tee, reported the decease of the following members 
since our last meeting : 

Loring Lathrop, New York, May, 1878, aged 65 
years. 

Stacy Baxter, Cape May, Aug. 13, 1878, aged 64 
years. 

Benj. V. Gallup, Providence, Sept. .9, 1878, aged 
57 years. 

Henry C. Davis, Nashua, N. H., Dec. 6, 1878, 
aged 43 years. 
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Eben Wentworth, Cape Elizabeth, Me., Dec. 8, 

1878, aged 60 years. 

George E. Taylor, Portland^ Me., May 5, 1879, 
aged 94 years. 

Thos. W. Valentine, Brooklyn, N. Y., April 4, 

1879, ^g^^ 61 years. 

Charles Hammond, Monson, Mass., Nov. 7, 1878, 
aged 65 years. 



1880. 
I. N. Carleton, President. 
Henry E. Sawyer, Secretary. 

.^ Fifty -First Annual Meeting. 

This meeting was held at Saratoga Springs, July 
6th, 7th, 8th, and 9th. 

The lectures and discussions were as follows : 

B. G. Northrop, "The Quincy Method," which 
was followed by a spirited discussion, in which Col. 
F. W. Parker of Boston, Dr. Harris of St. . Louis, 
and others took part. 

On the morning of the 7th, Supt. Gilmore of New 
York extended a cordial welcome to the Institute 
to the Empire State, to which Pres. Carleton made 
an appropriate response. A letter from Gov. Cor- 
nell was read expressing regret that other and pre- 
vious engagements would prevent his attendance on 
the meeting. 
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Mr. H. P. Warren, principal of the New Hamp- 
shire Normal School, read a paper 'on " The Spirit- 
ual Side of the High School Question." 

This was followed by a discussion, participated in 
by Superintendent Stone of Springfield, J. H. Hoose, 
principal of the State Normal and Training School, 
Cortland, N. Y., Dr. Mowry of Rhode Island, Dr. 
Barnard of Connecticut, and Judah Dana of Ver- 
mont. 

" The Public Library an Auxiliary of the Public 
Schools," was the theme of a paper by R. C. Met- 
CALF, Master of Wells School, Boston. A. Parish 
of Connecticut, Pres. Buckham of Vermont, Sec. 
Northrop of Connecticut, and Supt. Coggswell of 
Cambridge, Mass., participated in the discussion 
which followed. 

Thomas Cushing, Jr., of Boston, *' Private 
Schools." 

Elbridge Smith, principal of the Dorchester, 
Mass., High School, read a carefully-prepared and 
excellent lecture * on " The Origin and History of 
the ' American Institute,' " in which he gave much 
and well -merited credit to Josiah Holbrook, who 
was chiefly instrumental in organizing the " Ameri- 
can Lyceum," which for many years formed a pow- 
erful auxiliary in the cause of education, one of the 
results of which was, undoubtedly, the interest which 

* This is a lecture of much more than ordinary merit and inter- 
est, and may be found in the published volume of 1867. 
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culminated in the organization of the "American 
Institute of Instruction." 

Following this address brief remarks were made 
by John Kneeland of Boston, B. G. Northrop, A. 
P. Stone, W. E. Sheldon and Thomas Gushing of 
Massachusetts, Dr. Barnard of Gonnecticut and Dr. 
Lyon of Providence. 

An interesting letter from Gen. H. K. Oliver of 
Salem, Mass., was read by the Secretary, express- 
ing regret at his inability to be present at this meet- 
ing. Gen. Oliver was one of the original founders 
of the Institute and one of the lecturers at the first 
meeting, and, it may be added, he is the only sur- 
vivor of the original members. 

The late and venerated Barnas Sears, D. D., 
agent for the Peabody Fund at the South, had been 
engaged as one of the lecturers at this meeting. 
He came to the Springs in poor health, a few days 
before .the opening session, and died on the morning 
of the first day. The death of this good man cast 
a shadow of sadness over the occasion. As the 
time drew near. Dr. Sears, being fully conscious of 
his inability to lecture, and also of his approaching 
death, requested his friend, Dr. Geo. E. Ellis of 
Boston, to read for him the lecture prepared for the 
occasion. On the evening assigned for Dr. Sears 
to lecture, his friend, in his stead, read the exceed- 
ingly interesting and instructive lecture he had pre- 
pared on " Fifty Years of Educational Progress/' 
This lecture was listened to with profound interest, 
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as the last words of one who had given his life to 
educational work, — and at its close Mr. Northend of 
Connecticut said, that as the lecture was complete 
in itself, he moved that out of respect to the memory 
of the revered man who had written it, the Institute 
adjourn. 

On the following day John D. Philbrick of Bos- 
ton, gave a lecture on the " Co-education of the Sexes," 
in which he took the position favoring separate 
schools for the sexes. As might have been antici- 
pated, a difference of opinion prevailed on this sub- 
ject and an animated discussion followed, in which 
Prof. Dowd of Saratoga, Z. Richards of Washing- 
ton, Supt. Slade of Illinois, and Rev. H. O. Ladd of 
New Hampshire, participated. 

S. W. Mason, Supervisor of Schools in Boston, 
next read a paper prepared by Miss Stickney, who 
was unable to be present, on '* Language Element 
in Education." An interesting discussion followed, 
in which Messrs. Richards of Washington, Northrop 
of Connecticut, Hopkins of Vermont, Philbrick, 
Sheldon, and Col. Parker of Boston, took part. 

The Necrology Report was read by Chas. North- 
end of Connecticut, chairman of the committee. 
Nine * of the members had been called to their 
final home since our last meeting — most of them of 
more than ordinary prominence in educational work. 

This was followed by special resolutions, presented 
by Prof. Harkness of Providence, on the late Dr. 

» " ^^ ^ 

* Their names are at the end of this chapter. 
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Sears, whose sudden death has already been referred 
to. Accompanying these resolutions appropriate 
remarks were made by Prof. Harkness, M. Lyon, 
Prof. Mowry, and Sec. Stockwell of Providence, and 
Commissioner John Eaton of Washington, and 
Supt. Northrop of Connecticut. 

A vote was passed at this meeting requesting the 
directors to-cause a large edition of Dr. Sears* lec- 
ture to be published for circulation. 

The last lecture of the course was by Rev. 
Henry Ward Beecher, on "The New Profession." 
The speaker dwelt at some length on the perils 
which threaten our school system, but which he 
thought the people would effectually ward off. He 
said the schools of the future are to be so good that 
there can be no better made. The common school 
is to be the best school. It is a shame to have the 
common school so poor as to get the drip of other 
schools, where the children of the rich have better 
advantages than the children of the poor. There 
must be a great change in them to effect the result 
desired. The schools must be non-sectarian and 
ethical. He did not think it right to teach in the 
common school any principle or dogma which will 
jar upon any portion of the people who are taxed 
for their support. The common school is for a 
special purpose — to instruct children, but not to 
indoctrinate them. Nevertheless, the common 
school should teach duty, it should teach ethics, — 
for these are the laws that underly the whole hun^an 



w 
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race. Ethics has sweetened life, and theology em- 
bittered it. Give more time and money and better 
teachers to the common school. In training the 
young, the three graces are — God, Mother, Teacher. 
May He, from whom come all inspirations of good, 
perpetually grant that timely wisdom that shall 
kindle this nation with enthusiasm in favor of free, 
universal common schools for the American people. 

Prof. Chas. Roberts, Jr., of New York, greatly 
contributed to the interest of the session by readings 
and recitations, and Prof. H. E. Holt of Boston, 
contributed to the same end by bringing a class of 
sixteen girls from Boston, who greatly delighted the 
audience by their musical exercises. * 

On the day following the closing exercises, some 
four hundred members of the Institute enjoyed a 
delightful excursion to, and through. Lake George, 
by invitation of the " Dixon Graphite Pencil Com- 
pany, of Jersey City, N. J.," who did all that could 
be done to make the excursion a pleasant one, and, 
it may be added, they were remarkably successful 
in their efforts. 

mortuary list. 

Lewis B. Monroe, Boston, Mass., aged 54 years. 
Francis Gillette, Hartford, Conn., aged 72 years. 
Jacob Abbott, aged 75 years. 
Mary P. Colburn, South Boston, aged 53 years. 
D. P. Corbin, Hartford, Conn., aged 47 years. 
Edw. P. Weston, Highland Park, 111., aged 6i 
years. 
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Jacob S. Spaulding, Barre, Vt., aged 68 years. 
George Merriam, Springfield, Mass., aged ^^ 
years. 

Barnas Sears, Staunton, Va., aged ^Z years. 



1881. 
Wm. a. Mowry, President. 
Geo. a. Littlefield, Secretary. 

Fifty- Second Annual Meeting, 

This meeting was held at St. Albans, Vt, on the 
5 th, 6th, 7th, and 8th of July, i88i. 

The first exercise of the opening evening was a 
lecture by Pres. Buckham, of the University of 
Vermont, on "The Choice and Use of Books," 
which was followed by some elocutionary readings 
by Prof. S. S. Block of Boston, to both of which a 
very large audience listened with great interest. 

On the morning of the 6th, the Institute was 
cordially welcomed to the Green Mountain State 
by Gov. Farnham, to which, in behalf of the Insti- 
tute, President Mowry made a fitting response. 

The President then read his annual address on 
" The School Curriculum and its Relations to Busi- 
ness Life." 

Hon. J. W. Patterson, Superintendent of Schools 
of New Hampshire, gave a lecture on "Political 
Education." 

17 
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Among the speakers engaged for this meeting 
was our late President, James A. Garfield, who was 
to have been accompanied by his family and mem- 
bers of his cabinet. He was on his way to take 
the cars when he was struck down by the assassin. 
This act cast a gloom over the whole country, .and 
particularly over those in attendance on the Insti- 
tute, to whom the anticipated pleasure of seeing 
and hearing President Garfield had proved a strong 
inducement for attending the meeting. 

A special committee^ consisting of Supt. Patter- 
son of New Hampshire, Gov. Farnham of Vermont, 
and Mr. Walton of Massachusetts, was appointed 
to prepare a resolution of sympathy with President 
Garfield and family, and subsequently offered the 
following, which was unanimously adopted by a 
rising vote : 

"The American Institute of Instruction, now in session at St. 
Albans, Vt., disappointed not to have enjoyed the anticipated 
presence of the nation's Chief Magistrate at their meeting, but 
grateful to the Almighty for his prospective recovery, congratulate 
the American people that the bullet of the assassin that struck at 
the life of our beloved President has not proved fatal, and that 
we may now confidently entertain the hope of his final recovery 
from the effect of the attempted assassination. We do hereby 
adopt the following resolution : 
'•^Resolvedy That we desire to express our condolence and profound 

sympathy with the President and with his afflicted family in this 

hour of their great trial and suffering." 

C. C. Coffin of Boston, gave a lecture on " The 
Physical Geography of oui> Continent." 

Rev. A. D. Mayo of Boston, gave a lecture on 
*' The South at School." 
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Prof. Greenough, of the Rhode Island Normal 
School, read a paper on " Methods and Results," 
which was discussed by Prof. Hewett of Normal, 
111., and Supervisor Kneeland of Boston. 

Prof. Bloch gave readings, and illustrated with 
blackboard, " Inflection, Emphasis, and Stress," 
giving a model lesson on these subjects. 

The next exercise was a familiar lecture by Prof. 
I. J. OsBUN of Salem, Mass., on " Means and 
Methods of Elementary Physics," illustrating the 
same with simple, home-made, but effective appa- 
ratus. The lecture was highly commended, and 
discussed by Gen. Oliver of Salem, and by Messrs. 
Kneeland, Boyden, Hagar, and Hewitt. 

A. D. Small of Salem, Mass., gave a lecture, the 
subject of which was "Jesus Christ, the Model 
Teacher." 

This was followed by a paper by Mrs. Julia 
Ward Howe of Boston, on " How far does Ameri- 
can Education satisfy the Needs of American Life." 

The Necrology Report * was presented by Mr. 
Northend, Chairman of the Committee, from which 
it appeared that only four of our number had been 
called away, a much smaller number than in either 
of the two previous years. 

* The venerable and honored Gen. Henry K. Oliver of Salem, 
being present, supplemented Mr. Northend's report by a very elo- 
quent and tender tribute to his life-long friend, the late Dr. Emer- 
son. Though not able to take part in any public work. Gen. O. is 
still in full sympathy with the friends of education and their great 
work. 
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A committee of two from each New England 
State, of whom one should be the head of the State 
Educational Department, and four members at large, 
was appointed to see that the progress of education 
in this country is properly represented in the pro- 
posed international exhibition in Boston in 1885. 

Mr. Stockwell of Rhode Island, for the Commit- 
tee on the Bicknell Fund, reported the award of the 
first premium of forty dollars to Rev. Geo. T. Pack- 
ard of Maine, for an essay on " What May Fairly be 
Expected of the American Common School." 

On the last afternoon of the meeting an open-air 
mass meeting was held in the public park. The 
number in attendance was very large. On calling 
the vast assembly to order. President Mowry said : 
" Last Saturday I was congratulating myself on the 
successful completion of the arrangements for this 
meeting. Everything promised well. Yet almost 
in the same instant a messenger came with the ter- 
rible telegram announcing that our* beloved Presi- 
dent was shot. It could not be ! It was too horrid ! 
Alas ! it was too true ; but, thank God, he lives 
to-day. 

" This present meeting of the American Institute 
of Instruction is the first of its second half century. 
We were desirous of celebrating this beginning of 
a new semi-centennial by the presence of the Presi- 
dent of the United States and members of his 
Cabinet, men in authority and high position, who 
would speak to us words of wisdom. Three months 
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ago I accompanied Senator Patterson to Washing- 
ton and asked the President if he would come to 
St. Albans and address the Institute and others 
who might assemble. Shortly after we received 
that grand letter stating that he would come, bring- 
ing with him Mrs. Garfield and the children, and 
members of his cabinet. You know the rest : it 
will be written in the history of the world. He is 
not with us to-day, but our regret and disappoint- 
ment are as nothing compared to the solicitude we 
have for the country in such an ordeal as this. Let 
us, however, ever remember his memorable words, 
'God reigns, and the government at Washington 
still lives.* " 

This was followed by brief and appropriate ad- 
dresses from Mrs. Julia Ward Howe of Boston, 
Gov. Farnham of Vermont, Gov. Littlefield of 
Rhode Island, ex-Senator Patterson of New Hamp- 
shire, — who paid an eloquent tribute to the character 
and worth of President Garfield ; C. C. Coffin of 
Boston, told in glowing words the story of Bunker 
Hill, Bennington, and Gettysburg ; and after brief 
remarks from Judge Davitt of St. Albans, and Hon. 
T. D. Adams of Rhode Island, the audience united 
in singing, as a closing exercise, " Praise God, from 
whom all blessings flow,'* etc. 

It should be stated that a hymn written for the 
occasion was sung to the tune of Federal Street at 
the opening of the meeting, and that Gen. H. K. 

17* 
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Oliver of Salem, Mass., who was the author of the 
tune, Jed the singing.* 

Mortuary List. 

Geo. B. Emerson, Boston, aged 84 years. 
David Crosby, Nashua, N. H., aged 73 years. 
Nathan Bishop, Saratoga, aged 72 years. 



1882. 

Wm. a. Mowry, President. 
Geo. a. Littlefield, Secretary. 

Fifty-Third Annual Meeting, 

This meeting was held at Saratoga Springs, in 
connection with the twenty-first annual meeting of 
the National Educational Association — the meet- 
ings of the Institute being on July nth and 13th, 
and of the National Association on the 12th and 
14th. 

On the morning of the nth there were very inter- 
esting opening exercises, in which both associations 
and the citizens of Saratoga Springs participated. 
Addresses of welcome were made by Robert F. Milli- 

* On the evening of the last day Gov. Farnham and ex-Gov. and 
Mrs. W. C. Smith tendered a reception of the members of the 
Institute at the residence of the latter. There was a very general 
attendance, and the evening was greatly enjoyed by all and was a 
very " fitting close of a series of most interesting and instructive 
meetings.** 
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gan, Esq., President of the village of Saratoga, and by 
Hon. John Foley, to which felicitous responses were 
made by Pres. Mowry in behalf of the Institute, and 
Pres. Orr and Dr. J. H. Carlisle of South Carolina in 
behalf of the National Association, after which the 
exercises were as follows : 

" What will Schools do for a People.". Annual 
address of Pres. Mowry. 

" The Limits of Oral Instruction." Lecture by 
Hon. S. W. Dickinson of Massachusetts. 

"Some Aspects of the Higher Education of 
Women." Lecture by John Tetlow, A. M., head 
master of the Girls' Latin School, Boston. 

"Moral Teaching in the Public Schools." By 
Mrs. Anna Gartin Spencer of Florenccj Mass. 

Reading by Prof. Churchill of Andover Theo- 
logical Seminary. The selections were Bret Harte's 
" Santa Claus at Simpson's Bar " and " Father Philip 
Blake's Subscription List." 

The evening session of the i ith was very largely 
attended. The exercises consisted of readings by 
Prof. Churchill and a lecture on " Temperance for 
the Young," by John B. Gough of Worcester, Mass. 

Necrology report, by C. Northend of Connecti- 
cut. (Mortuary list at the end.) 

" What Place,'if any, is Religion entitled to in our 
System of Public Education." By A. J. F. Behrends, 
D. D. 

" Industrial Education." By John S. Clark of 
Boston. The committee which Mr. Clark repre- 
sented recommended the following : 
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1 . The introduction into public schools of proper 
appliances for the development of the sense-per- 
ception of pupils in regard to color, form, propor- 
tion, etc., by contact with models and with natural 
objects. 

2. The introduction into grammar schools of 
simple physical and chemical experiments for the 
purpose of acquainting pupils, through original 
observation, with the elements of chemical and 
physical science and their common application in 
the arts. 

3. The teaching of drawing, not as an accom- 
plishment, but as a language for the graphic presen- 
tation of the facts of forms and of objects ; and also 
as a means of developing taste in industrial design. 

, 4. The introduction into grammar and high 
schools of instruction in the use of tools ; not for 
their application in any particular trade or trades, 
but for developing skill of hand in the fundamental 
manipulations connected with the industrial arts, 
and also as a means of mental development. 

The report was accepted, and a new committee 
appointed on the same subject for the next year. 

The next lecture of the session was on "The 
Education of the Will," by Prof. G. Stanley Hall 
of Harvard University, 

A joint resolution,* favoring the National Bureau 
of Education, was passed ; and another, in favor of 
an appropriation by Congress in support of education 
on the basis of illiteracy. 

* By both Associations. 
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Dr. Bicknell reported the award of prizes for the 
best essays on ** Illiteracy iji a Republic *' and "The 
true order of Instruction in Primary Schools." 

Prof. Churchill of Andover read an interesting 
paper on Elocution, and Larkin Dunton, LL.D., 
of the Boston Normal School, on *' Oral Reading." 

A very large audience assembled to listen to the 
closing exercises of the joint meeting of the two 
associations on the evening of July 14th. The speak- 
ers of the evening were Ex-Senator Patterson of 
New Hampshire, Mr. Dibble, principal of the High 
School of Charleston, S. C, Dr. J. H. Carlisle, 
President of Wofford College, South Carolina, Mr. 
John D. C. Hitz of Switzerland, Mr. Hewitt of Illi- 
nois, C. C. Coffin of Massachusetts, J. H. Berringer 
of New Jersey, Mr. Brinckley of Georgia, Hon. 
Neil Gilmoreof New York, Hon. Henry Barnard of 
Connecticut. These addresses, together with read- 
ing by Prof. Churchill, and closing addresses by 
Presidents Mowry and Orr, made it an evening of 
rare interest. 

MORTUARY LIST. 

Harvey Jewell, Boston, aged 62 years. 
Samuel W. Bates, Boston, aged 60 years. 
Leander Waterman, Boston, aged 49 years. 
E. Frank Wood, Boston, aged 50 years. 
Lyman Coleman, D.D., Easton, Penn., aged 86 
years. 

Orville Dewey, LL.D., Boston, aged 82 years. 
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Ensign H. Kellogg, Pittsfield, Mass., aged 70 
years. 

Oliver Carleton, Salem, Mass., aged 81 years. 

R. Waldo Emerson, LL.D., Concord, Mass., aged 
79 years. 

Geo. C. Merrill, Andover, Mass., aged 37 years, 

Malcolm W. Tewksbury, Maiden, Mass., aged 49 
years. 

Samuel H. White, Peoria, 111., aged 52 years. 



1883. 

Geo. a. Walton, President. 

, Secretary. 

Fifty-Fourth Annual Meeting, 

This meeting was held in the Pavilion near the 
Fabyan House,* White Mountains, on the nth, 
i-2th, and 13th of July, 1883. 

President Walton called the meeting to order 
and, after the usual devotional exercises, made a 
few remarks of welcome and proceeded to the work 
for which they had assembled. The first regular 
exercise was a very sensible paper by Hon. T. B. 

♦The Institute met at this place in 1878 and 1879, and two persons 
who, more largely than any others, contributed to inducing the 
Institute to meet at the mountains, have since deceased, but the 
memories of Oscai; F. Barron and John A. Dodge will be long and 
gratefully cherished by all who have attended these meetings and 
experienced the kindness of our deceased friends. 
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Stockwell, State Commissioner of Education of 
Rhode Island, on " How can our Common Schools 
be Improved?** This was discussed by Messrs. G. 
H. Martin of Bridgewater, Rev. Dr. Withrow of 
Boston, Fletcher Tof Maine, Rev. Mr. Barton of 
Lynn, Barrel of Cambridge, and Sawyer and North- 
end of Connecticut. Arrangements had been 
made for singing by a quartette club, but sickness 
of one of the members prevented this, and in place 
of it Prof. J. Matteson of Graylock Institute, South 
Williamstown, read, to great acceptance, a selec- 
tion entitled " The Gallop of Three." 

Prof. RuNKLE of the Institute of Technology, 
Boston, as chairman of a committee on " Industrial 
Education," made a report which may be found in 
the published volume of 1883. 

In the evening of the first day Col. Homer B. 
Sprague, Boston, lectured on " The Demand for 
High Schools in a System of Public Education," 
after which Prof. J. E. Murdock of Ohio, read 
several selections, greatly to the delight of the 
audience. 

Second Day, After the appointment of several 
committees the President read his annual address, 
which may be found in the volume of the year. 

The next subject for consideration was " School 
Supervision." Dr. Henry Barnard of Hartford, 
Conn., was introduced as 'the speaker who. Presi- 
dent Walton remarked, had given one of the first 
addresses ever made in this country on this 
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subject. Dr. Barnard was enthusiastically received, 
and read a paper entitled ''A Brief History of 
School Supervision," to which, at the request of 
Gen. Eaton, he added' interesting and valuable per- 
sonal reminiscences. 

This was followed by ten-minute limitation 
speeches on "The present Condition and Needs of 
School Supervision in New England," the speakers 
being L. G. Jordon of Lewiston, Me.; Prof. Leaven- 
worth of Castleton (Vt.) Normal School ; Supt. S. 
T. Button, New Haven, Conn., and H. P. Warren 
of New Hampshire. The several speakers made 
remarks relating to the wants in their respective 
States. This was followed by a sensible and prac- 
tical paper on " Duties of School Superintendents," 
by Supt. A. P. Stone of Springfield, Mass. 

President Walton appointed a committee,* in 
accordance with a vote of the Institute, to draft 
resolutions in relation to the supervision of schools, 
whose report may be found further on. 

"The relation of the College to the Common 
Schools," was the subject of a paper by Pres. Buck- 
ham, LL.D., of the University of Vermont ; who 
was followed by a paper on the same subject by 
Dr. Wm. T. Harris of Concord, Mass. These 
papers were discussed by Dr. E. E. White of 

*The committee was compose;^ of A. P. Stone of Springfield, 
Mass , T. B. Stockwell of Rhode Island, D. N. Camp of Connecti- 
cut, G. T. Fletcher of Maine, H. P. Warren of New Hampshire, 
and President fiuckham of Vermont. 
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Indiana, Prof. Soldan of St. Louis, and Dr. Mowry 
of Providence. 

The committee, to whom was entrusted the duty 
of awarding the prize from the Bicknell Fund for 
the best essay on " The Application of the Princi- 
ples of Psychology to the Work of Teaching,'* stated 
that thirty essays had been received and examined. 
The committee of award, consisting of Sec. Dick- 
inson, Mrs. E. N. L. Walton, and G. H. Martin, all 
of Massachusetts, i)iade a report that they had 
selected the essay by Prof. W. N. Haileman of 
Detroit, Michigan. Portions of the essay were 
read to the Institute by Mrs. Walton. This essay 
became the property of the Institute and may be 
found in the volume of 1883. 

The afternoon exercises were closed by the read- 
ing by Prof. Murdock of " Building of the Ship" 
and " The One-Hoss Shay." 

At the evening session Mrs. Mary A. Liver- 
more of Melrose, Mass., made an address, subject — 
" The Dream of To-morrow," which was listened to 
with marked attention and interest. 

Third Day, Gen. Eaton, U. S. Commissioner of 
Education, offered the following resolution, which 
was heartily adopted : 

^* Resolved, That this Institute invite Dr. Barnard of Connecticut 
to write out his personal experience in education, as yesterday 
related, of so great value to educators, and that a committee* of 

* John Eaton of Washington, Noah Porter, and Charles North- 
end of Connecticut, T. B. Stockwell of Rhode Island, and G. A. 
Walton of Massachusetts were appointed. 
18 
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five be appointed to co-operate with Dr: B. in carrying out this 
resolution. 

It being known that Mr. J. E. Dodge, Superin- 
tendent of the railroad passing Fabyan's, was seri- 
ously ill, a resolution of sympathy was passed.* 
This was conveyed to Mr. Dodge in the form of a 
letter. The Board of Directors were authorized to 
employ a clerk for such time and at such rate of 
compensation as they may think best. 

At the request of President Walton, Dr. Bicknell, 
President-elect of The National Teachers* Educa- 
tional Association, made a statement concerning 
the work of that body. Remarks on the same sub- 
ject were made by Drs. Hagar and Lyon and Gen. 
Eaton. 

C. Northend, Chairman of the Committee on 
Necrology, presented the report of the committee, 
which may be found in the volume of 1883. The 
names of the deceased members may be found at 
the close of this report. 

The Committee on the School Supervision sub- 
ject made the following report, which was adopted : 

** Whereas^ Reason and experience both prove that in all human 
affairs in th6 pursuit of which many persons are emfloyed, honesty 
and efficiency of action can be secured only by the direction of one 
controlling mind, and as the experience of all countries and com- 
munities has found this direction to be especially necessary in 
educational affairs, and as the public schools, determining, as they 

* Supt. Dodge had done all in his power to aid in the arrange- 
ments for the meetings at the mountains, and had at previous meet- 
ings been present in person, and by his kindly and genial manner 
contributed to our happiness. 
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do, the character of the citizen and the State, are the most import- 
ant institutions which a community is called to organize and sus- 
tain, therefore 

"Resolvedj That the public education of children in every commu- 
nity requires that persons who are learned in the order and pro- 
cesses of human development, and the science and art of teaching, 
and who are skilled in the practice of the art, should be employed 
to act as superintendents of all public educational institutions. 

**Resolvedy That the urgent need of our New England schools is 
the addition to our school authorities of skilled agents, who, acting 
as superintendents, shall devote theif time and their skill to organ- 
izing and directing the schools in their work of public instruction, 
and that all friends of education and educators, and all legislators, 
should co-operate in initiating, planning, and establishing a system 
of school management which shall include a complete, thorough 
and efficient public school supervision." 

Col. F. W. Parker, of the Cook County Normal 
School, Illinois, addressed the Institute on " The 
Effects of Bad Methods of Teaching." 

The exercises of the last afternoon were, after 
some excellent piano music by Mrs. O. B. Bruce, 
and singing by Mrs. A. J. Osborn, as follows : 

A lecture on " The Education we Need," by Prof. 
Seelye of Amherst College. Miss Ellen Hyde, 
principal of the Framingham (Mass.) Normal School, 
read a very interesting paper on " Character, the 
end of Education." 

The papers of the afternoon were discussed by 
Rev. Dr. Miner of Boston, and Dr. E. E. White of 
Indiana. 

Dr. E E. White of Indiana, by request, addressed 
the Institute on " School Supervision." This 
address appears in full in the volume for 1883. 
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Prof. Carleton of the Connecticut Normal School, 
Chairman of the Committee on Resolutions, pre- 
sented resolutions decidedly favoring National aid 
to Education^ the value and importance of the 
National Bureau of Education^ and the efforts of the 
Secretary of the Interior and Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs for the Education of Indians^ and the results 
of the same as seen at Hampton^ Va.y Caidislc, Penn., 
and Forest Grove, Oregon. Prof. Carleton also 
offered the following, which was heartily adopted : 

Resolved, That the members of this Association, having had the 
privilege once more of listening to words of rich experience and 
ripe wisdom from Hon. Henry Barnard of Connecticut, who, forty- 
five years ago, was a pioneer, and has ever since been a leader in 
educational progress, are moved to express their sense of deep 
obligation, and that of the whole country, to Dr. Barnard for the 
ability, energy, and self-sacrificing devotion which have character- 
ized his eminent and life-long services in the cause of education. 

Evening. The closing exercises of the Institute 
consisted of a series of complimentary resolutions 
to various parties, and brief addresses from Messrs. 
Fletcher of Maine, Dr. Baldwin of Texas, Secretary 
Northrop of Connecticut, Prof. Dibble of South 
Carolina, Secretary Patterson of New Hampshire, 
Gen. Eaton of Washington, D. C, Wm. Mather of 
England, and Dr. Mowry of Rhode Island. 

Col. Sprague of Boston, was introduced as the 
incoming President, and in a few fitting words 
acknowledged the kindness of the Institute in thus 
honoring him, and then called upon all to unite in 
singing Old Hundred, after which the Institute 
adjourned sine die. 
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Mortuary Record. 

William C. Goldthwait, Longmeadow, Mass., Nov. 
18, 1882, aged 66 years. 

Samuel S. Greene, Providence, R. I., January 24, 
1883, aged 73 years. 

George W. Greene, East Greenwich, R. I., Feb- 
ruary 2, 1883, aged 72 years. 

Paul A. Chadbourne, Amherst, Mass., February 
23, 1883, aged 60 years. 



i8» 
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CONCLUDING REMARKS. 

It is wise for associations, as well as for individuals, to 
pause occasionally that they may review the past not only that 
they may learn what has actually been accomplished, but also 
that from its lessons and warnings, its successes and failures, 
they may cull hints that will prove of future benefit. Though 
in a certain sense it is true that the dead past must be left 
"to bury its dead," it is also true that the. lights and shades 
of its influence will extend down througli the ages, — and it 
behoves those of the "living present" to garner from the 
same such lessons as will be helpful either as a guide, a 
warning, or an encouragement. And in reviewing the past 
of popular education, while we shall find that many and 
great improvements have been made, we may also find that 
preceding years, with their generations, have, in proportion to 
their light, advantages, and means, accomplished a work and 
set in operation agencies for good that will tax the energies 
of tlie present to carry forward successfully to meet increas- 
ing demands and wants. 

On the first pages of this volume we spoke of the deplora- 
bly low condition of our common schools, and of the lament- 
able indifference of the people in relation to them. We 
spoke of the miserable school -houses, the incompetent teach- 
ers, the lack of apparatus, the harsh discipline, the inefficient 
supervision, and the general neglect and indifference that 
everywhere prevailed. It was at such a time that the Amer- 
ican Institute of Instruction was started on its mission, and 
for fifty-four years, without intermission, it has held its 
annual meetings and diffused the influence of its teachings. 
And that we may have some tangible and decisive evidence 
that its labors and lessons have not been in vain, let us for a 
moment consider in what particulars there has been marked 
improvement and progress. 

I. School-Houses. Since 1830, and mainly since 1840, 
the old school-houses, with all their internal discomforts and 
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unsightly locations, have given place to modern structures 
which are at once pleasant in location, attractive in appear- 
ance, neat and comfortable in their furnishings, and often 
well supplied with black-boards, apparatus, and reference 
books. It is true that some of the old school-houses may 
still be found. It is true also that after the snow and 
ice upon our hills and mountains have melted away under 
the sun's rays, that these rays have not penetrated the 
deep mountain ravines, and that there the chilling breath 
of frost still prevails. So in some school districts the 
enlivening and enlightening influence of public sentiment is 
tardy in reaching and demolishing the olden- time school- 
house. But the onward march of civilization will surely 
overtake them, and the day is not very remote when it will 
be necessary to search as with a "lighted candle " to find a 
single specimen of a real old^ ^^^gy-i unpainted^ gloomy^ 
Mindless^ dilapidated, scarred^ disfigured school-house, — of 
such as abounded in the early part of tlie present century. 
If the great American showman would suspend his efforts to 
procure a "white elephant," and instead thereof procure one 
of these old school-houses to add to his curiosities, he could 
turn an " honest penny " for himself and at the same time 
awaken gratitude in many a child's heart as he beheld the 
torture-room from which he had escaped. So it may be said 
that there has been a most marked and decided improvement 
in school-house architecture since our Association began its 
career of usefulness.* 

2. Teachers. Within the last half century there has been 
a decided improvement in the qualification of teachers. 
We would not imply that •there were no good teachers pre- 
viously. There have always been those who have labored 

* At the second meeting of the Institute a prize was awarded to 
the late Wm. A. Alcott for an -essay on the " Construction of School- 
Houses." . . . Probably no man has done more in diffusing right 
ideas in relation to school-house architecture, and arousing public 
attention to the importance of the subject than Hon. Henry Barnard 
of Hartford. 
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faithfully and done excellent work. But as a class they were 
sadly deficient in qualifications and in interest. In 1836 this 
Association appointed a committee, of which the late George 
B. Emerson was chairman, to memorialize the State Legisla- 
ture for the establishment of a Normal School. In that 
memorial, or petition, the following language was used : 

" It is known to your memorialists that a very large num- 
ber of those, of both sexes, who now teach the summer and 
winter schools, are to a mournful degree^ wanting in essen- 
tial qualifications. * * * * They know neither what to 
teach, nor how to teach, nor in what spirit to teach, nor 
what is the nature of those they undertake to lead, nor what 
they are themselves whD stand forward to lead them." 

To the credit of Massachusetts legislators, be it said, they 
received the petition with favor and made provision for the 
establishment of the Board of Education, of which the Hon. 
Horace Mann, then President of the Senate, was appointed 
Secretary, — and for ten years did a most faithful and effective 
work, arousing the people from their slumbers, and by his 
eloquence compelling them to " consider their ways and be 
wise." Mr. Mann's labors commenced in 1837, and in 183^ 
the first Normal School * in America was opened at Lexing- 



* The late Edmund Dwight, a wealthy and benevolent citizen of 
Boston, and a warm friend of Mr. Mann, gave iiio,ooo for this 
school on condition that the State would give an equal amount, — 
and thus Mr. Dwight was largely instrumental in bringing mto 
existence the Normal Schools, which are alike a monument to his 
benevolence and a blessing to the world. 

We would not imply that there were no good teachers until after 
the establishment of Normal Schools. Far otherwise. David P. 
Page was eminently successful both as a teacher of youth and a 
teacher of teachers, and Augustus Morse of Hartford, who has just 
retired from school work, after having devoted more than sixty con- 
secutive years to faithful and successful teaching, entered upon their 
work without having enjoyed any of the advantages of Normal 
Schools; but they were deeply interested in their work, and were 
active members of this and kindred associations. And «m the 



OF INSTRUCTION. 205 

ton, Massachusetts. Only three pupils appeared at the 
opening of the school. But there was no faltering on the 
part of the friends of the school, and it continued to grow in 
popular favor, and its resuhs were such that the State has 
since established and generously supported six similar insti- 
tutions. And now there are probably more than 125 such 
schools in the United Statfs, all working for the better 
instruction of those who are to engage in the great work of 
teaching, and probably not less than 25,000 teachers are by 
these schools annually raised to greater success and useful- 
ness, and we may repeat what we have previously said, that 
the teachers of pubhc schools who failed to take any part or 
interest in educational meetings fifty years ago are now 
prominent, numerous, and active in all such gatherings. 

3 . Teachers* A ssociations have been formed and Institutes 
held in nearly all parts of our country, and we may say that 
thousands of them are now yearly contributing to the 
improvement of, teachers and to the interest of the people. 
Of all such associations we may say that the American 
Institute of Instruction and the Essex County (Massachusetts) 
Teachers' Association — both formed in 1830 — are the two 
oldest educational organizations in existence, both still retain- 
ing the vigor of youth and improving by the wisdom of years. 

4. Discipline. At all the early meetings of the Institute 
the subject of Discipline had a prominent place in the annual 
discussions, and much time and many words were bestowed 
upon "corporal punishment." Without dwelling upon this, 
we may say that a great and salutary change has taken place, 
and that the ferule and the rod, the raw-hide and the birch, 
which constituted the moving power and apparatus in many 
schools fifty years ago, have cither lost their virtue or been 
superseded by less allopathic medicines. It will not be 

other hand we may add that one may graduate from all the N rmal 
Schools and Colleges in the land, and yet make an utter failure in 
the business of teaching, if he is wanting in good practical common 
sense, or in a proper appreciation of the nature and importance of 
the work to be done, and engages in with his whole soul. 
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denied by any one long familiar with our schools that as one 
of the results of educational meetings and discussions there 
have been brought about a much more effective and less 
severe modes of punishment than prevailed in "ye former 
times." 

5. School Supervision, In this department of school 
work there has been great change and improvement, and it 
is hoped still greater progress will be made in the future, for 
there is no other particular in which our schools, even now, 
are more in want than that of good, sensible, wise, and effi- 
cient supervision by men who have had long and successful 
experience in the work of teaching, and who know what they 
are about. 

6. Teachers* Journals and educational works. — Fifty-four 
years ago there was not, in all the land, a journal or period- 
ical devoted to the interests of popular education, nor were 
there any books published for the aid of teachers, or bear- 
ing upon the work of the school-room. Njow we have nu- 
merous periodicals designed for the aid of teachers, many 
of them ably conducted and well filled with instructive matter ; 
and any teacher who so desires can procure many volumes 
written with special reference to his professional work. 

7. Female Education, — There is no other particular in 
which a change so great, and fraught with so much promise 
for good, has taken place as in that pertaining to the educa- 
tion of females. Fifty years ago it was not deemed essential 
to afford to girls any advantages for acquiring an education 
beyond the merest rudiments as taught in our common or 
district schools. It was not only felt that it was useless for 
them to study the classics and higher mathematics, but it 
was also thought that they lacked capacity to pursue these 
branches. But a great change has taken place, both in pub- 
lic sentiment and public action, in relation to this subject. 
It has been fully demonstrated that girls are every whit equal 
to boys, in all branches of 'education. But not until very 
recently has anything like a collegiate course of instruction 
been open to young ladies. Our Normal Schools have 
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trained thousands of them for the work of teaching, — a work 
for which they possess admirable traits and qualifications.- 
More and more are they coming to occupy important posi- 
tions as teachers, and they will continue to prove a power for 
good and a blessing to the community. 

To us of the present day it seems hardly possible that 
female education was ever so much neglected ; but such was 
the fact, both in this country and in Europe. In the life-time 
of Sidney Smith, that remarkable man wrote one of his most 
vigorous papers with the hope of a'wakening the interest of 
his countrymen in favor of the higher education of females. 
Now, who can estimate the immense good that will emanate 
from the establishment and support of such institutions as 
Vassar, Smith, and Wellesley Colleges ? 

8. In the branches taught and in methods of teaching 
there has been decided gain. — Fifty years ago the number of 
branches taught in our schools was very limited, and the 
teaching was,*almost exclusively, confined to the language of 
the text-book, — a mere routine of question and answer, both 
in the words of the book. No efEort was made to train pupils 
to think and investigate for themselves, nor is there at the 
present day to the extent there should be. In teaching 
spelling,' the written method, now so common and so highly 
approved, was scarcely ever practiced. Well does the 
writer remember the pefVil that threatened him in his first 
school, forty years ago. It was his custom, in part, to require 
pupils to write their spelling exercises. This plan was 
adopted on the first official visit of the chairman of the 
school committee. To this dignitary the method seemed to 
be a very foolish one, and so impressed was he in this direc- 
tion that, without delay, he called a meeting of his associates 
for the express purpose of annulling the teacher's certificate. 
But much to his astonishment and the teacher's relief, the 
members expressed their hearty approval of the new method, 
and from that time till the present it has been approved in 
that town, and is now regarded with great favor by most 
educators. 
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Drawings now so happily approved, had no place in the 
schools of a half-century ago. Indeed it was a " contraband " 
branch, and any pupil detected in an attempt to draw, upon 
his slate, the picture of a man, horse, cat, dog, or any other 
animal or thing, was sure to incur the displeasure of his 
teacher, manifested, not unfrequently, by a pretty severe 
"box on the ear." 

Vocal Music is another branch which received no atten- 
tion in the common schools of fifty years ago. Now instruc- 
tion is given in it in most of our schools, and it contributes 
largely to the pleasures of school life. How* often, when a 
spirit of disquiet, perhaps of unhappiness, takes possession 
of a school, will a sweet song tend to bring peace and restore 
a spirit of order and happiness ! And yet, be it remembered, 
singing, which is so pleasant and so helpful, is one of the 
modern branches which has been introduced into our schools, 
but not without opposition. The time devoted to this exer- 
cise is helpful in many respects. By its pleasant influences, 
it cheers and animates pupils for the pursuit of the less 
attractive studies, — even as martial music in the army tends 
to alleviate the tediousness of marching. 

But we will not longer pursue the subject, — nor will we 
claim that all these changes and improvements owe their 
existence to the American Institute of Instruction, but we 
contend that this pioneer Association is entitled to a very 
liberal share of credit for what has been accomplished since 
it entered upon its career of usefullness. 

And may»we, of the "living present," not be unmindful of 
the immense responsibility that is thrown upon us by the 
progress of the past. Inasmuch a^ our schools and institu- 
tions of learning come into our care in a greatly improved 
and elevated condition, let us not forget that it is our bounden 
duty to labor with all diligence and wisdom, not merely to 
sustain them in their present high condition, but also so to 
foster them that we may pass them to our successors in a 
still higher state of advancement. 
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While it would fill volumes to give a full account of the 
lives and labors of the men who took part in the exercises 
of the first meeting in August, 1830, it may be well that a 
few words concerning each of the eighteen men announced 
as lecturers at the first meeting, — every one of whom per- 
formed his part, — should be written in this place.* 

Francis Wayland, D. D., was born in New York in 
March, 1796, and died in 1865. He was a graduate of Union 
College and Andover Theological Seminary, and for .^several 
years was a prominent Baptist clergyman. In 1826, he was 
elected to -the Presidency of Brown University, and filled 
the position to great acceptance till 1855. Under his wise 
and efficient management the University was re-organized. 
President Wayland was the author of several books, among 
which may be named: Elements of Moral Science; Ele- 
ments of Political Economy ; Limitations of fluman Re- 
sponsibility ; Intellectual Philosophy^ etc, 

John C. Warren was born in Boston in 1778. He was 
son of Sir John Bolan Warren, an English Naval Com- 



* In Barnard^s Educational Biography^ to which I am indebted 
for many facts, may be found very full and exceedingly interesting 
accounts of most of these men. For teachers and friends of edu- 
cation, the volumes prepared by Dr. Barnard will be found of very 
great value and interest. They ought to have a place in every 
library of our country. For their preparation, Dr. Barnard has 
placed the educational world under great obligations, 
19 
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mander, and a iiiember of Parliament. He studied medicine 
in London, Edinburgh, and Paris, and became very eminent 
in the medical profession. He was " Associate Editor of the 
Boston Medical and Surgical Journal," and author of a 
treatise on "Surgical Operations on Tumors," and one on 
" Diseases of the Heart," and other works. He died in 
1856. 

James Gordon Carter was born at Leominster, Mass., 
in 1795, and graduated at Harvard in 1820. He was for 
many years a very successful teacher of private schools, 
and manifested a very deep and earnest interest in the sub- 
ject of popular education. As a member of the Legislature, 
he did much to awaken interest in and secure legislation 
for free schools. The bill for the Establishment of the 
Massachusetts Board of Education was drafted by Mr. 
Carter, and Governor Everett appointed him Chairman of 
the Board. This was in 1837. Mr. Carter died in Chicago 
in 1849. His memory should be cherished by every teacher 
and friend of education. 

William Russell was long and most favorably known 
as an educational teacher and writer, and was one of the 
most eminent elocutionists of his day. He was born at 
Glasgow, Scotland, in 1798, and came to this country in 
1826, and for three years was editor of the "American Jour- 
nal of Education," — a valuable and well-conducted journal. 
Mr. Russell did more than any other man of his time to awaken 
merited attention to reading and elocutionary exercises, and 
was the author of several text-books, which have been mis- 
placed by other works of far less merit. Mr. Russell was an 
earnest advocate for making teaching a distinct profession. 
He was father of the widely and favorably known Prof. F. * 
T. Russell of Waterbury, Conn., and was a man of noble and 
generous impulses, of genial manners, — always a gentleman, 
and greatly respected and beloved by all who knew him. He 
died at in . 
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Gideon French Thayer was born at Watertown, Mass., 
in 1793, and died in Boston, in 1863. Mr. Thayer will be 
remembered, by many of the present day, as one who always 
manifested very great interest in the American Institute and 
its work. He was a constant attendant upon its annual meet- 
ings, and always ready to do all in his power to advance its 
interests. A man of fine personal appearance, always cour- 
teous and affable, he made friends of all. Mr. Tliay^r will 
be longest remembered as the founder of the well-known and 
popular Cl)auncey Hall School in Boston, in which Thomas 
Gushing, Jr., became his associate and successor. Mr. 
Thayer wrote many valuable educational articles, and in 
his death the cause of education suffered loss. 

Samuel P. Newman was born at , in 1797, and 

died at Barre, Mass., in 1842. He graduated at Bovvdoin 
Gollege in 181 6, and was for some years Professor of Rheto- 
ric in the same college. He was principal of the Massachu- 
setts State Normal School, then at Barre, from 1839 till the 
time of his death. He was the author of several works, and 
for a time Newman's Rhetoric was extensively used. 

Nehemiah Gleaveland was born in Topsfield, Mass., 
on the 16th of August, 1796, and died in Westport, Gonn., 
on the 17th of April, 1877. He graduated with high honors 
at Bowdoin Gollege at the early age of 17 years. After 
graduating, he spent a year in the Theological Seminary at 
Andover, and then engaged in teaching. In 18 17, he was 
elected to a classical tutorship in Bowdoin Gollege, where he 
remained till 1820, when he left to take the mastership of 
Dummer Academy, Byfield, Mass. This is the oldest in- 
corporated and endowed academy in New England, and it 
was here that Mr. Gleaveland had mostly fitted for college. 
He occupied the position for nineteen years with great suc- 
cess, and many of. his pupils are now filling positions of 
honor and usefulness in various parts of our country. Of Mr. 
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Cleaveland, Gen. [H. K. Oliver, who knew him well, thus 
writes : * 

'* I can never forget his well-knit frame, his erect and firm 
tread, his easy, courteous and courtly bearing, his refined and 
scrupulous neatness of dress, his genial face, his power in 
conversation, his exact and finished perfectness in language', 
his genuine, native humor, that pleased, yet never stung, — 
his sound and varied scholarship, and his assured success in 
managing and teaching, best indicated by the unwavering con- 
fidence of his pupils, who knew that what he knew they were 
sure to know, if but true to themselves, and to him. He 
had in mind and body all the essential elements that make 
up a man whom men must honor, and women must love. 
And this noble sample of manhood was a school master." f 

Francis J. Grund was a native of Germany, but for 
many years a resident of the United States. He was the 
author of a work in two volumes, 8vo., on " The Americans 
in Their Moral, Social, and Political Relations," published 
in London in 1837, and in the same year a i2mo., in Boston. 
Mr. Grund was the author of volumes on Natural Philos- 
ophy^ Arithmetic^ etc. We cannot learn the date of his 
birth or death. 

William J. Adams was for many years a prominent and 
successful teacher, — both private and public, — in Boston, and 
evidently felt much interest in the new movement for the 
improvement and elevation of schools. This may be in- 
ferred from the subject of his lecture at this first meeting. 
We are not able to give the time or place of his birth or 
death. 



* As one who was for several years a pupil, assistant teacher, and 
neighbor, I can testify to the truthfulness of this excellent pen- 
sketch of Mr. Cleaveland. Ed. 

t For a more full notice of Mr. Cleaveland, see Necrology Re- 
port in published volume of Institute for 1878. 
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Wm. C. Woodbridge was borri in Medford, Mass., Decem- 
ber 1 8, 1794, and died in Boston in November, 1845. He 
graduated at Yale when not quite seventeen years of age. 
After a year or two in teaching, he commenced the study of 
theology— first at New Haven, and then at Princeton — but 
before completing his studies, in 18 17, he went to Hartford 
to join Messrs. Gallaudet and LeClerc in conducting the 
American Asylum for the Deaf and Dumb, but in 1820 he 
was obliged to go abroad on account of his health, which had 
never been good. He ever felt a very deep interest in the 
subject of education, and was ever ready to contribute of his 
time and efforts for the advancement of the good cause so 
dear to his heart. With Mrs. Emma Willard of Troy, he 
became joint author of an improved Geography, known as 
Woodbridge and Willard's Geography, which was very pop- 
ular, and quite an advance on other Geographical text-books 
at that day.* 

Walter R. Johnson was born at Leominister, Mass., in 
1794, and died in Washington, D. C, in April, 1852. He 
graduated at Harvard in 1819. After teaching a year or more 
in Salem, Mass., he accepted an invitation to take charge of 
Germantown Academy, Pennsylvania. He soon, however, 
left this position for a more enlarged sphere of usefulness, 
but was ever'an ardent friend of popular education, and ever 
ready to aid in its advancement. fHe early manifested a 
great interest in the subject of " Drawing," and did much to 
cause it to be introduced into schools. 

Cornelius Conway Felton was born in West Newbury, 
Mass., in 1807, and died in Cambridge in 1862. He graduated 
at Harvard with high honors in 1827, was appointed Latin 
Tutor in 1829, Tutor of Greek in 1830, and Greek Professor 

* For full account of Mr. Woodbridge, see Barnard's Educa- 
tional Biography^ Vol. i. 

t See Barnard s Educational Biography. 
19* 
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in 1832. In 1834 he was selected to fill the chair of Eliot 
Professor of Greek Literature, which office he held till i860, 
when he became President of Harvard University. He was 
author of many valuable books, and was greatly beloved by 
his associates for his genial qualities and highly honored for 
his scholarly attainments. 

Warren Colburn was born in Dedham, Mass., in 1793, 
and died in Lowell in 1833. After graduating at Harvard in 
1820, he taught school for a year or two in Boston, after 
which he accepted the superiiitendency of a large manufac- 
turing company at Waltham, and a year or two later of a 
more important one at Lowell, where he remained until his 
death. 

While teaching in Boston he published *' First Lessons in 
Arithmetic," for which thousands of teachers and pupils will 
have occasion to cherish the name of Warren Colburn. It 
had, and still has in some sections, an immense sale, and has 
proved a great blessing in many respects. Other and many 
have been the text-books for the same object, but it is doubtful 
if any has yet excelled this pioneer book of its class. 

Geo. Barrell Emerson was born at Kennebunk, Maine, 
September 12, 1797, and died in Boston in 188 1. He gradu- 
ated at Harvard in 181 7, and among his classmates were 
Caleb Gushing, George Bancroft, Judge Sewell, and Rev. S. 
J. May. In 1821 he took charge of the English High School, 
Boston, but in 1823 he resigned that he might, at the solici- 
tation of many citizens, open a private school, in Boston, for 
young ladies. This school was a success from the start and 
the seats were always filled. After spending forty years in 
teaching he retired from active work, and with his wife spent 
a season of travel in Europe. He never felt quite at rest 
after giving up teaching, and in a letter to the writer, a few 
years previous to his death, he said : " The greatest mis- 
take of my life is that I so early retired from the active 
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work of the school-room/' Mr. Emei^son was joint author, 
with Bishop Potter, of "The School and School- Master," a 
very valuable work ; and also a work on the '* Trees and 
Shrubs of Massachusetts," etc. * ^ 

Ebenezer Bailey was born in West Newbury, Mass., 
June 25, 1795, and died in Lynn, from lockjaw, in 1839. ^^ 
graduated, with honor, at Yale College, in 181 7. After 
teaching a year or two in Massachusetts and Virginia he was 
elected to the mastership of the Franklin School for Boys, 
in Boston. Two years later he was elected principal of the 
High School for Girls, in. the same city, but subsequently 
established " A Young Ladies' Private School," which was well 
patronized. Mr. Bailey published '* First Lessons in Algebra," 
and otner books. 

Samuel Read Hall was born in Croydon, N. H., Oct. 
27, 179^. He studied at KixabaH Union Academy at Meriden, 
N. H., and after snrdying theology he, for a season, served as 
Missioaary Pastor in Concord, Vermont. He was always 
hiferested in the work of teaching and felt deeply the import- 
ance of better qualifications for teachers. He was the first 
man to afford opportunity for better advantages for Teachers 
by opening a Teachers' Seminary first at Concord. Vermont, 
and after that at Andover, Mass., and then at Plymouth, N. 
H. He died in Vermont in 18774 

Henry Kemble Oliver is the only survivor of the 
eighteen who appeared as lecturers at the first meeting. He 
was born at North Beverly, Mass., Nov 24, 1800, and is 
now nearly 84 years of age. At the age of 14 years, less four 
monihs, he entered Harvard College — having pursued his 



* For a more complete sketch of Mr. Emerson, see the necrology 
report in the Institute volume of 1881. 

t See Necrology report in Vol. of 1878, and also BarnarcPs Edu- 
cational JHography^ for more extended accounts of this useful man. 
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preparatory course at the Boston Latin School, and at Phil- 
lips's Academy, Andover, Mass. After two years at Cam- 
bridge he entered the junior class at Dartmouth, from which 
he graduated inj8i8. He is the sole survivor of his class of 
twenty-eight at Dartmouth and one of six survivors of his 
Harvard class of eighty-one members. After graduating he 
commenced teaching in the Salem Latin School, and soon 
after, on the establishment of the English High School, he 
became its first principal. After three years he decided to 
open a private academy, which he did in Federal street and for 
many years had a highly successful school. He had a wide 
range of studies, and pupils were prepared for college or busi- 
ness life. French, Spanish, and Music were taught in his 
school — a very unusual if not unprecedented thing at that day. 
He also adopted, or invented, a course of gymnastic exercises. 
He procured for his school astronomical and philosophical 
apparatus* costing two thousand dollars, — a very large amount 
for such purposes then. After teaching boys exclusively until 
1836, he was induced to change and give the girls the benefit 
of his teaching. His school at once filled with young ladies. 

Gen Oliver was quite a military man, and in 1844 he was 
induced by the late Gov. Briggs to accept the office of Adju- 
tant-General of the State troops. This position he filled 
most acceptably for four years, during which the Mexican war 
occurred. Under his administration the regiment was fitted 
out which entered Mexico under the command of Col. Caleb 
Cushing with the U. S. army under Gen. Scott. 

Without going into detaiils we will say that Gen. Oliver 
was for several years the agent of a large manufacturing 
establishment at Lawrence, mayor of that city, and active 
member of the school board; in 1850 he was elected treas- 
urer of the State of Massachusetts and served the limited 

*This apparatus was subsequently presented to two schools 
bearing his name — the Ohver School in Lawrence and the Oliver 
School in Salem. 
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term and that during the trying times of our late civil war. 
On ^returning to his old home in Salem, he was four times 
elected to the mayoralty of the city, in which office he did 
excellent service. The musical world will remember Gen. 
Oliver as the author of several tunes, prominent among them 
that of " Federal Street." He still lives on the street of the 
same name on which he married his wife, and in honor of 
which the tune was named. 

John Pierpont was born in Litchfield, Conn., in 1785, 
graduated at Yale in 1804, and died in 1866. After gradua- 
ting he taught school four or five years at the South. He 
then studied law, and was admitted to the bar in 181 2, but did 
not long follow the legal profession. After an unsuccessful 
business venture, he studied divinity at Cambridge and 
became a Unitarian clergyman. He was a man of noble 
appearance and of great decision of character, and what he 
considered right that he did. He was a most decided tem- 
perance man and abolitionist at a time when to be such 
meant more than now. He very readily and earnestly 
espoused the new educational movement, and was ever ready 
with voice and pen to aid the work. At the time of the first 
meeting, in 1830, he had in preparation a new series of read- 
ing-books which became very populir. " The American First 
C^ass Book," " National Reader," and two or three books of 
a lower grade constituted the series, — and will be pleasantly 
remembered by many. The series was a decided improve- 
ment over any books in use at that time and would not suffer 
in comparison with many of a later day. Mr. Pierpont was 
an excellent reader and by request he read, at the first meeting, 
with great effect, several selections from his forthcoming 
books. 



2l8 APPENDIX. 

B. 

CONSTITUTION 

OF THE 

AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF INSTRUCTION, 

AS ADOPTED IN AUGUST, 1830. 



PREAMBLE. 
We, whose names are hereunto subjoined, pledging our 
zealous efforts to promote the cause of popular education, 
agree to adopt the following Constitution, and to obey the 
By-Laws made in conformity thereto. 

Art. L— NAME AND OBJECT. 
The Society shall be known by the title of the American 
Institute of Instruction. Its object shall be the diffu- 
sion of useful knowledge in regard to education. 

Art. IL— members. 

1. Any gentleman of good moral character, interested in 
the subject of Education, may become a member of this 
Institute, by signing this Constitution, and paying, at the 
time of his admission, a fee of one dollar. 

2. An annual assessment of one dollar shall be laid upon 
each member; by neglecting to pay which, for more than one 
year aiter due notice from the Treasurer, he shall cease to 
be a member of the Society. 

3. Any gentleman, by paying at one time the sum of 
twenty dollars, shall become a member of the Institute for 
life, and be exempted from all future assessments. 

4. Honorary members may be elected by the Institute, at 
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the recommendation of two-thirds of the Directors present 
at any stated meeting of that Board. 

5. For dishonorable or immoral conduct, a member may 
be dismissed from the society, by a vote of two-thirds of the 
members present, at any regular meeting, a. 

6. Ladies, engaged in the business of instruction, shall be 
invited to hear the annual address, lectures, and reports of 
committees on subjects of Education, d. 

Art. III.— meetings. 
i.« The annual meeting of the Institute shall be held at 
Boston, on the Thursday next preceding the last Wednesday 
in August, at such place and hour as the Board of Directors 
shall order, c. 

2. Special meetings may be called by the Directors. 

3. Due notice of the meetings of the Society shall be 
given in the public journals. 

Art. IV;— OFFICERS. 
I. The officers of the Society shall be a President, Vice- 
Presidents, a Recording Secretary, two Corresponding Secre- 
taries, a Treasurer, three Curators, three Censors, and twelve 
Counselors, who shall constitute a Board of Directors, e. 



a. School-masters have behaved so well in these later years that 
it has not been deemed necessary to hold this article in force to 
secure fair deportment. Now-a-days the school masters and school- 
ma'ams meet at Conventions without any fear- of expulsion. 

d. Verily the world moves. Ladies may now join the Institute, 
pay the membership fee, write and read essays, deliver lectures, 
take part in discussions, hold office, vote, etc. 

c. After meeting in Boston for eight successive years, this article 
was altered so that the directors might call the annual meeting at 
such place and time as they deemed best. 

^. The offices of censors and curators have been abolished by 
later action, and nearly all desirous of office stand a fair chance of 
being elected to a Vice-Presidency. — Ed. 
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2. The officers shall be elected annually, in August, by 
ballot. 

Art. v.— duties OF OFFICERS. 

1. The President, or, in his absence, one of the Vice- 
Presidents, or in their absence, a President pro tempore^* 
shall preside at the meetings of the Institute. 

2. The Recording Secretary shall notify all meetings of 
the Society, and of the Board of Directors.; and he shall 
keep a record of their transactions. 

3. The Corresponding Secretaries, subject to the order of 
the Board of Directors, shall be the organs of communica- 
tion with other Societies, and with individuals. 

4. The Treasurer shall collect and receive all moneys of 
the Institute, and shall render an accurate statement of all 
his receipts and payments, annually, and whenever called 
upon by the Board of Directors ; to whom he shall give such 
bonds for the faithful performance of his duty as they shall 
require. He shall make no payment except by their order. 

5. To the Board of Directors shall be entrusted the general 
interests of the Society, with authority to devise and carry 
into execution such measures as may promote its objects. It 
shall be their duty to appoint some suitable person to deliver 
an address before the Institute, at their annual meeting; to 
select competent persons to serve on Standing Committees, 
or to deliver lectures on such subjects relating to education 
as they may deem expedient and useful ; to collect such facts 
as may promote th6 general objects of the Society, and to 
provide convenient accommodations for the meetings. They 
shall, at the annual meeting, exhibit their records, and report 
to the Institute. They shall have power to fill all vacancies 
in their Board, from members of the Society, and make By- 
Laws for its government. 

*With a list of Vice-Presidents varying from thirteen to fifty, 
privates were not in much danger of being called to sit in the Pres- 
idential chair for a single hour. 
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6. It shall be the particular duty of the Curators to select 
books, and to take charge of the library of the Institute. 

7. The Censors shall have authority to procure for publica- 
tion the annual address and lectures. It shall be their duty 
to examine the annual reports of the Standing Committees, 
and all other communications made to the Society ; and to 
publish such of them as, in their estimation, may tend to 
throw light on the subject of Education, and aid the faithful 
instructor in the discharge of his duty. 

8. It shall be the duty of the President, the Vice-Presi- 
dents, and the Counselors, severally, to recommend to the 
consideration of the Board of Directors such subjects of 
inquiry as, in their opinion, may best advance the great 
objects of the Institute. 

9. Stated meetings of the Board of Directors shall be held 
at Boston, on the first Wednesday in January ; on the last 
Wednesday in May ; and on the day next preceding that of 
the annual meeting of the Institute, in August. 

Art. VI.— BY-LAWS AND AMENDMENTS. 

1. By-Laws, not repugnant to this Constitution, may be 
adopted at any regular meeting. 

2. This Constitution may be altered or amended, by a vote 
of two-thirds of the members present at the annual meeting, 
provided two-thirds of the Directors present at a stated 
meeting shall agree to recommend the proposed alteration or 
amendment. 



BY-LAWS.* 

I. ON A QUORUM. 

At all meetings of the Board of Directors, seven members 
shall be necessary to constitute a quorum for the transaction 
of business. 



♦Adopted August 24, 1830, and are not in force now (1884). 
20 
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2. COMMITTEE OF FINANCE. 

The Board of Directors shall annually choose a Committee 
of Finance, whose duty it shall be to audit the accounts of 
the Treasurer, and, under control of the Board of Directors, 
to draw orders on the Treasurer for the payment of charges 
against the Institute. 

3. SPECIAL MEETINGS. 

It shall be the duty of the Recording Secretary, on appli- 
cation of any two members of the Board, to call special 
meetings of the Board of Diffcctors. 



CONSTITUTION 

OF THE 

AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF INSTRUCTION. 



[The following Constitution was recommended by the Board 
of Directors as a substitute for the old one, and was unani- 
mously adopted at the annual meeting in August, 1870.] 

PREAMBLE. 

We, whose names are hereunto subjoined, pledging our 
zealous efforts to promote the cause of popular education, 
agree to adopt the following Constitution. 

ARTICLE I. 

NAME AND OBJECT. 

I. The Society shall be known by the title of the Ameri- 
can Institute of Instruction. 
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ARTICLE II. 

MEMBERS. 

1. Any person of good moral character, interested in the 
subject of education, may become a member of this Insti- 
tute by signing this Constitution, and paying' a fee of one 
dollar. 

2. Honorary members may be elected by the Institute, on 
recommendation of two-thirds of the Directors present, at 
any stated meeting of the Board. 

ARTICLE III. 

MEETINGS. 

1. The Annual Meeting of the Institute shall be held at 
such time and place as the Board of Directors shall appoint. 

2. Special Meetings may be called by the Directors. 

3. Due notice of the meetings of the Institute shall be 
given in the public journals. 

ARTICLE IV. 

OFFICERS. 

1. The officers of the Institute shall be a President, Vice- 
Presidents, a Secretary, an Assistant Secretary, a Treasurer, 
and twelve Counselors ; all of whom shall constitute a Board 
of Directors. 

2. The Officers shall be elected annually by ballot, and 
shall continue in office till their successors shall be chosen. 

ARTICLE V. 

DUTIES OF OFFICERS. 

1. The Secretary shall notify all meetings of the Institute 
and of the Board of Directors ; and he shall keep a record of 
their transactions. 

2. The Treasurer shall collect and receive all moneys of 
the Institute, and shall render an accurate statement of all 
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his receipts and payments, annually, and whenever called 
upon by the Board of Directors, to whom he shall give such 
bonds for the faithful performance of his duty, as they shall 
require. He shall make no payment, except by order of the 
Finance Committee of the Board. 

3. The Board of Directors shall devise and carry into 
execution such measures as may promote the general inter- 
ests of the Institute ; shall have charge of the property of 
the Institute ; shall be authorized to publish its proceedings, 
and such papers relating to education as may seem to them 
desirable. They shall have power to fill all vacancies in 
their Board, from members of the Institute, and make By- 
Laws for its government. 

4. Stated Meetings of the Board shall be held on the first 
Saturday of January, and on the first day of the annual meet- 
ing of the Institute. 

ARTICLE VI. 

BY-LAWS AND AMENDMENTS. 

1. By-Laws not repugnant to this Constitution may be 
adopted at any regular meeting. 

2. This Constitution may be altered or amended by a vote 
of two-thirds of the members present at the annual meeting, 
provided two-thirds of the Directors present at a stated 
meeting shall agree to recommend the proposed alteration or 
amendment. 
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C. 

PLACES IN WHICH THE ANNUAL MEETINGS WERE HELD. 

Boston, Mass., 1830, '31, '32, North Adams, Mass., 1865. 
'33>'34/35» '367 '4'? '^> '^7- Northampton, Mass., 1850. 
Bangor, Me , 1848. Norwich, Conn., 1858. 

Bath, Me., 1855. Pittsfield, Mass., 1843, '68. 

Brattleboro, Vt., 1869. Portsmouth, N. H., 1861. 

Burlington, Vt., 1866. Plymouth, Mass., 1846. 

Concord, N. H., 1847, '63, '73. Plymouth, N. H., 1876. 
Fitchburg, Mass., 1871. Portland, Me, 1844, '64. 

Hartford, Conn., 1845, '62. Providence, R. I., 1840, '54, '75. 
Keene, N. H., 1851. Saratoga, N. Y., 1880, '82. 

Lewiston, Me., 1872. Springfield, Mass., 1839, '56. 

Lowell, Mass., 1838. St. Albans, Vt., 1881. 

Manchester, N. H., 1857. Troy, N. Y., 1852. 

Montpelier, Vt, 1849, '^^. White Mountains, N. H., 1878, 
New Bedford, Mass., 1 842,^59. '79, '83. 
New Haven, Conn., 1853, '65. Worcester, Mass., 1837, '70. 



ALPHABETICAL LIST 

Of those who have Lectured^ or Read Papers or Essays 
before the American Institute since its Organization, 
The figures at the right indicate the ntimber of times, 

Jacob Abbott (3), Wm. A. Alcott, 

Wm. J. Adams, A. B. Alcott, 

Jasper Adams, P. E. Aldrich, 

Solomon Adams, W. R. Alger, 

T. D. Adams, J. W. Allen, 

Fred. A. Adams, N. T. Allen, 

J. H. Agnew, John A. Andrew, 

20* 
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L. P. Andrews, 
A. Andrews, 
J. B. AngeU, 
W. B. Atkinson, 
W. O. Ayers, 

Ebenezer Bailey, 
Mark Bailey, 
A. R. Baker, 
N. P. Banks, 
J. Barber, 
W. M. Barbour, 
C. A. Bartol, 
Henry Barnard (5), 
Joshua Bates, Jr. (2), 
Samuel W. Bates, 
W. Bascom, 
Pres. Joshua Bates (2), 
E. Bartlett, 
J. N. Bartlett, 
Jacob Batch elder, 
Lyman Beecher, 
H. W. Beecher, 
Edw. Beecher, 
A. J. F. Behrends, 
J. H. Belcher, 
J. N. Bellows, 
T. W. Bicknell (2), 
J. F. Blackinton, 
J. Blanchard, 
Herman Bockum (2), 
Albert G. Boyden, 
T. F. Bragg, 
Anna C. Brackett, 
Geo. E. Boutwell, 
Geo. N. Briggs, 
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Wm. H. Brooks (6), 
Chas. Brooks (2), 
S. G. Brown, 
M. T. Brown (2), 
Goold Brown (2), 
M. H. Buckham (3), 
M. Biirbank, 
S. M. Burnside, 
Warren Burton (2), 
J.- D. Butler, 
L. A. Butterfield, 

Wm. B. Calhoun, 
N. A. Calkins, 
S. R. Calthrop, 
Geo. H. Calvert, 
David N. Camp, 
M. M. Carll, 
Isaac' N. Carleton, 
Jas. G. Carter, 
H. W. Carter, 
C. Plato Castoris, 
C. C. Chace, 
P. A. Chadbourne (2), 
T. F. Champlin, 
Walter Channing, 
Wm. E. Channing, 
N. G. Clark, 
Thos. M. Clark, 
John F. Clark, 
N. Cleaveland, 
H. R. Cleaveland (3), 
C. C. Coffin, 
Warren Colburn, 
W. C. Collar, 
J. W. Corthell, 
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J. P. Cowles, 
E. G. Coy, 
Alpheus Crosby, 
W. G. Crosby, 
J. L. M. Curry, 
Caleb Cushing, 
T. Cushing, Jr. (3), 

Emerson Davis, 
A. H. Davis, 
L. DeMariotte, 
J. W. Dickinson (2), 
J. Diman, 

E. A. Dolbear, 
Isaiah Dole, 

J. B. Dow, 
L. Dunton (3); 
Clement Durgin, 
Theo. Dwight, Jr., 

F. S. Dwight, 

John Eaton, 
Geo. F. Edmunds, 
T. Edson, 
Richard Edwards, 
Miss A. C. Edwards, 
Sam'l Elliot, 
Geo. B. Emerson (5), 
R. Waldo Emerson (2), 
A. H. Everett, 

S. Farley, 
C. C. Felton (2), 
Barnum Field, 
A. Fleming, 



C. Follen, 

David Fosdick, Jr., 

B. B. Foster, 
John Foster, 
E. B. Foster, 
W. B. Fowle (3), 
Thos. B. Fox, 
H. T. Fuller, 
W. H. Furness, 

D. P. Galloup, 

E. Gannett, 

A. A. Gamwell, 
Francis Gillette, 
D. C. Gilman, 
W. C. Goldthwait, 
W. W. Goodwin, 
S. G. Goodrich, 
John B. Gough, 
A. A. Gould, 
L. H. Grandgent, 
Francis C. Gray, 
Alonzo Gray, 
S. S. Greene (4), 
Geo. W. Green, 

C. A. Greene, 
Thos. A. Greene, 
Behj. Greenleaf, 
Alfred Grtenleaf, 
J. C. Greenough, 
Jaryis Gregg, 
Wm. Grigg, 

J. M. Gregory, 

F. J. Grund, 
A. Guyot, 
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Amos Hadley, 
Dan'l B. Hagar (2), 
Jos. Hale, 
Benj. Hale, 
Sam'l R. Hall, 
J. M. Hall, 
G. Stanley Hall, 
J. Harrington, Jr., 
W. T. Harris (2), 
A Harkness (2), 
Jos. Haven, 
Joel Hawes (2), 
Geo. Hay ward, 
J. Hay ward, 
Thos. Hill, 
Geo. S. Hillard, 
J. Holbrook, 
J. Hooker, 
W. Hooker, 
Mark Hopkins, 
J. H. Hopkins, 
R. S Howard (3), 
S. G. Howe (2), 
Mrs. J. W. Howe, 
J. G. Hoyt, 
H. N. Hudson, 
R. B. Hubbard, 
H. Humphrey, 

E. B. Huntington («), 

F. D. Huntington, 
C. B. Hurlburt, 
Chas. Hutchins, 
Miss Ellen Hyde, 

C. T. Jackson, 
Thos. D. James, 



E. Jarvis, 
Solomon Jenner, 
W. R. Johnson (3), 
Warren Johnson, 
L. G. Jordan, 

J. Kendall, 

D. Kimball, 
J. Kingsbury, 
H. Krfisi, 

Benj. Labaree, 
H. O. Ladd, 
Chan Lai sun, 
T. S. Lambert, 

E. A. Lawrence, 

Leonard, 

Dio Lewis, 
Hosea H. Lincoln, 
L. B. Lincoln, 

J. L. Lincoln, 
Mrs. M. A. Livermore, 
Geo. B. Loring (2), 
J. F. Lovering, 
Merrick Lyon, 

David Mack, 
Horace Mann (6), 
Dan'l Mansfield, 
Wm. L Marshall, 
Lowell Mason (3), 
Sam'l J. May (2), 
A. D. Mayo (5), 
Henry S. McKean, 
Joseph McKean, 
J. G. Metcalf, 
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R. C. Metcalf, 
Mrs. H. M. Miller, 
E. C. Miner, 
A. A. Miner (2), 
Miss M. Mitchell, 
L. B. Monroe, 
A. Monroe, 
E. S. Morse, 
W. A. Mowry (3), 
John Mulligan, 
J. E. Murdoch, 

A. B. Muzzey (3), 

S. P. Newman, 
W. H. Niles, 
H. A. Niles, 
Edward North, 
Wm. D. Northend, 
Chas. Northend (3), 

B. G. Northrop (3), 
S. Nott, Jr., 



Theodore Parker, 
Usher Parsons, 
J. W. Patterson (2), 
A. P. Peabody, 
Miss E. P. Peabody, 
C. C. Perkins, 
A. Perry, 
G. B. Perry, 
J. D. Philbrick (4), 
S. C. Phillips, 
A. J. Phipps, 
J. L. Pickard, 
E. C. Pickering, 
Cyrus Pierce (3), 
John Pierpont (4), 
Abiel Pierson, 
Charles Pigot, 
Noah Porter, 
Alonzo Potter, 
Rufus Putnam, 
Benjamin W. Putnam, 



Henry K. Oliver, 
Denison Olmsted, 
Hiram Orcutt, 
I. J. Osbun, 

A. S. Packard, 
David P. Page (2), 
Roswell Park, 
J. L. Parkhurst, 
Thomas H. Palmer (3), 
Ariel Parish, 
Francis W. Parker, 
R. G. Parker (2), 
Henry E. Parker, 



A. H. Quint, 

Asa Rand, 

R. Rantoul, jr., 

John Reed, 

G. Reynolds, 

E, Reynolds, 

W. N. Rice, 

E. Rich, 

Z. Richards, 

Merrill Richardson (2), 

E. A. Robinson, 

T. P. Rodman, 

E. R. Ruggles, 
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J. D. Runkle, 
William Russell (5), 
F. T. Russell, 
J. L. Russell (2), 
William H. Russell, 

E. D. Sanborn (4), 

D. F. Sarmiento, 

L. Sauveur, 

Henry E. Sawyer (2), 

Barnas Sears (4), 

Miss Ellen Seaver, 

Julius H. Seelye (2), 

L. Clark Seelye, 

J. L. Shattuck, 

T. A. Shaw, 

W. T. G. Shedd, 

Thomas Sherwin (2), 

A. D. Small, 

J. V. e.' Smith, 

Elbridge Smith (2), 

Walter Smith, 

A. D. Smith, 

Anson S my the, 

W. H. Spear, 

Mrs. A. G. Spencer, 

Homer B. Sprague (2), 

J. H. Spurzheim, 

M. C. Stebbins, 

J. C. Stockbridge, 

T. B. Stockwell, 

A. P. Stone (3), 

T. D. P. Stone (2), 

J. W. Stone, 

Joseph Story, 

C. E. Stowe (2), 



William Sullivan, 
W. D. Swan, 

Samuel H. Taylor, 
J. O. Taylor, 
John Tetlow, 
G. F. Thayer (3), 

C. O. Thompson (2), 
Samuel Thurber, 
George Ticknor, 

N. Tillinghast, 

D. B. Tower, 
Salem Towne, 
B. F. Tweed, 
William S. Tyler, 

F. H. Underbill, 
J. B. Upham, 

T. W. Valentine, 

G. Vail, 

John A. Vaughn, 

Amasa Walker, 
James Walker (2), 
George A. Walton, 
George W. Warren, 
J. C. Warren, 
H. P. Warren, 
W. F. Warren, 
R. C. Waterston, 

E. Washburn, 
John Wayland (2), 
E. B. Webb, 
Allen H. Weld, 
William H. Wells, 
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E. P. Weston (2), 
L. Wetherell (2), 
C. H. Wheeler, 
J. Whitaker, 
E. E. White (2), 
Elipha White (3), 
C. White, 
Joseph White (3), 
C. L. B. Whiting, 
J. Whitman, 
Lyman Whiting, 



Sidney Willard, 
E. C. Wines, 
H. Winslow (2), 
Leonard Withington, 
William H. Wood, 
W. C. Woodbridge (3), 
J. S. Woodman, 
T. D. Woolsey, 
Edw. Wyman, 

E. L. Youman. 



D. 

OFFICERS OF 
THE INSTITUTE OF INSTRUCTION, 

WITH THEIR RESIDENCE AT THE TIME. 

PRESIDENTS. 

1830 — 1832. Francis Way land,* Providence, R. L 

1833 — 1839. William B. Calhoun,* Springfield, Mass. 

1840. James G. Carter,* Lancaster, Mass. 

1841 — 1848. George B. Emerson,* Boston, Mass. 

1849 — 1852. Gideon F. Thayer,* Boston, Mass. 

1853 — 18^4. Thomas Sherwin,* Boston, Mass. 

1855 — 1856. John Kingsbury,* Providence, R. I. 

1857 — 1858. John D. Philbrick, Boston, Mass. 

1859 — 1860. Daniel B. Hagar, Jamaica Plain, Mass. 

1861 — 1862. Admiral P. Stone, Plymouth, Mass. 

1863. Charles Northend, New Britain, Conn. 

1864 — 1865. Birdsey G. Northrop, Saxonville, Mass. 



* Deceased. 
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1866. William E. Sheldon, Boston, Mass. 

1867 — 1868. John Kneeland, Roxbury, Mass. 

1869. Samuel S. Greene,* Providence, R. I. 

1870 — 1 87 1. Abner J. Phipps, Medford, ^ass. 

1872 — 1873. M. C. Stebbins, Springfield, Mass. 

1874 — 1875. Merrick Lyon, Providence, R. I. 

1876 — 1877. Thomas W. Bicknell, Boston, Mass. 

1878 — 1879. Isaac N. Carleton, New Britain, Conn. 

1880— 1881. William A. Mowry, Providence, R. I. 

1882. George A- Walton, West Newton, Mass. 

1883. Homer B. Sprague, Boston, Mass. 

SECRETARIES. 

1830 — 1 83 1. Gideon F. Thayer, Boston, Mass. 

1832. Peter Macintosh, Boston, Mass. 

1853 — 1834. Alfred W. Pike, Boston, Mass. 

1835. • Aaron B. Hoyt, Boston, Mass. 

1836^1842. Thomas Gushing, Jr., Boston, Mass. 

1843. Solomon Adams, Boston, Mass. 

1844. Samuel S. Green, Boston, Mass. 

1845. William A. Shepard, Boston, Mass. 
1846— 1848. John D. Philbrick, Boston, Mass. 
1849. Charles Northend, Danvers, Mass. 
1850 — 1 85 1. Jacob Batchelder, Jr., Lynn, Mass. 
1852. Charles E. Valentine, Boston, Mass. 
1853- 1855. Daniel B. Hagar, West Roxbury, Mass. 
1856 — 1857. John Kneela:nd, Roxbury, Mass. 

1858 — 1859. Benjamin W. Putnam, Boston, Mass. 

i860 — 1861. William E. Sheldon, West Newton, Mass. 

1862 — 1863. Samuel W. Mason, Boston^ Mass. 

1764 — 1865. John P. Averill, Boston, Mass. 

1866. Charles A. Morrell, Boston, Mass. 

1867. George T. Littlefield, Somerville, Mass. 
1868 — 1871. Daniel W. Jones, Boston, Mass. 

* Deceased. 
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1872— 1873. William E. Eaton, Boston, Mass. 

1874- 1875. James W.Webster, Boston, Mass. 

1876— 1877. J. Milton Hall, Providence, R. I. 

1878— 1879. Henry E. Sawyer, New Britain, Conn. 

1880— 1 88 1. George. A. Littlefield, Boston, Mass. 

1882— 1883. Robert C.Metcalf, Boston, Mass. 

ASSISTANT SECRETARIES. 

1866. George T. Littlefield, Somerville, Mass. 

1867 — 1870. Charles O. Thompson, Arlington, Mass. 

1 87 1 — 1872. Alfred Barker, Boston, Mass. 

1873- James W. Webster, Boston, Mass. 

1874. G. E. Whittemore, Providence, R. I. 

1875. J. Milton Hall, Providence, R. I. 
1876— 1879. George A. Littlefield, Maiden, Mass. 
1880— 1881. Aug. D. Small, Salem, Mass. 
1882— 1883. George E. Church, Providence, R. I. 

TREASURERS. 

1830— 183 1. Benjamin D. Emerson, Boston, Mass. 

1832 — 1835. Richard B. Carter, Boston, Mass. 

1836— 1863. William D. Ticknor, Boston, Mass. 

1864 — 1865. William E. Sheldon, Boston, Mass. 

1866. Granville B. Putnam, Boston, Mass. 

1867 — 1881. George A. Walton,. West Newton, Mass. 

1882 — 1883. James W.Webster, Maiden, Mass. 
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ADDITIONS AND CORRECTIONS. 
Palmer's Prize Essay. In 1838 a prize of $500 was 
awarded to Thomas H. Palmer of Pittsford, Vermont, for 
his Essay on " A System of Education adapted to the Com- 
mon Schools of our Country." The money for this purpose 
was raised by subscription, and of the four competitors for 
the prize the awarding committee unanimously decided in 
favor of Mr. Palmer's essay, entitled: "The Teacher's 
Manual ; Being an Exposition of an Efficient and Economical 
System of Education Suited to the Wants of a Free People." 
This was subsequently published in book form, and copious 
extracts were printed in Horace Mann's Common School 
Jotirnal^'m 1839 and 1840. 

To the list of lecturers at the first meeting in August, 1830, 
the following names should be added They do not appear 
in the volume for that year — probably because their lectures 
were not published, — but they did appear on the printed pro- 
gramme, and the persons named met their engagement : 
Ebenezer Bailey. On " Grammar." 
Saml. R. Hall. On " School Discipline." 
Geo. B. Emerson. On *' The Culture and Development 
of the several Faculties of the Human Mind in their proper 
Order and Degree." 

Rev. John Pierpont. On *• Elocution,— With a Particu- 
lar Reference to Teaching Reading." 

corrections. 

On page 44 instead of " Emerson," it should be Emerson 
Davis. Mr. Davis was formerly preceptor of the Academy 
at Westfield, Mass., but later, and for many years, he was a 
clergyman in the same town. Emerson Davis, D.D., will 
long be remembered in western Massachusetts, not only as 
an eminent divine, but as a life-long friend of popular educa- 
tion. He was the author of an excellent treatise for teachers, 
entitled, " The Teacher Taught." 

Page 158, instead of " Mass." it should be Maine. 

Page 159, 14th line^ "eagerly " should be omitted. 
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Established 1855. 

BEST TEACHERS, AMERICAN and FOREIGN, promptly 
provided for Families, Schools, and Colleges. No charge. 

TEACHERS supplied with Positions. Application Form for 
stamp. 

PARENTS informed of Good Schools. No charge. Please 
give full description of wants. 

SCHOOL PROPERTY Rented and Sold. 

This is the oldest School Agency in America. It has placed 
over 15,000 Teachers. It is everywhere known as the best means 
to secure the right teacher for the right place. Successful 
Teachers will find it the quickest and surest way to obtain good 
positions. 



WE also manufacture and deal in 

Arithmetical Forms, Blackboards, Blackboard-Rubbers, 
Easels, Eureka Liquid Slating, Gymnastic Appar- 
atus, Globes, Ink-Vents, Ink- Wells, Ink- Well 
Covers, Kindergarten Material, Kitchen- 
Garden Material, Medals, Numeral- 
Frames, Object-Teaching Forms, 
School-Furniture, 

AND EVERYTHING FOR SCHOOLS OF ALL GRADER. 



J. W. Schermerhorn & Co., 



7 East 14th Street, New York. 



P. 0. BOX, 3,445. 



TO TEACHERS AND FRIENDS OF EDUCATION. 



THE UNDERSIGNED WILL PUBLISH EARLY IN JULY 

The Annals 

OF THE 

American Institute 

OF INSTRUCTION, 

THE OLDEST EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATION IN THE COUNTRY. 

It will give an account of its origin, with a list of the first 
officers, the place of meeting, names of president and secretary, 
the names of lecturers and their subjects, and the various 
subjects discussed for each of the 54 years, together with the 
constitution, and many incidental facts of interest. 

THERE HAVE BEEN 

ABOUT FOUR HUNDRED DIFFERENT LECTURERS. 

The subjects and questions discussed will be found numerous 
and interesting. To all members of the Institute the volume 
will possess rare interest. For teachers and friends of edu- 
cation it will be valuable for reference. 

The volume will contain about 240 pages, and will be sent 
to any address by mail, postage prepaid, as follows : 

Bound in strong Paper Covers, One Copy, - - $0,60 

" " " Two Copies to one address, 1.00 

Bound in Cloth, One Copy, .80 

Two Copies, - - - - - 1.50 
Address, 

CHARLES NORTHEND, 

New Britain, Conn. 



Books for Teachers. 

A. S. BARNES & CO., 

Ill & 113 WILLIAM STREET, NEW YORK, 

MM tlie foUowiM TalnaUe Ms for Mim. 

Theory and Practice op Teaching, by D. P. Page. This 
admirable volume has proved of great beoeAt to thousands of teachers. 

The Teacher and Parent, by Charles Northend. This 
volume of 340 pages treats of the duties of teachers and parents. 

The Teacher 8 Assistant, by Charles Northend. This vol- 
ume of 340 pages comprises a series of familiar letters to yoaug 
teachers, containing hints acd suggestions in relation to school manage- 
ment, studies, recitations, &c. 

The Teacher's Hand-Sook, .by Wm. F. Phelps. This very 
valuable and helpful volume of 335 pages was prepared by its author 
with special reference to the needs of the country schools. 

The Normal, by Holbrook. This volume gives the most 
approved methods of teaching all the common branches, &c. 

Universal Education, by Ira Mayhen. The redeeming and 
elevating power of improved common schools constitutes the inspi- 
ration or this volume. 

Higher Christian Education, by Dwight. A treatise on 
the principles and spirit, the modes, directions, and results of all true 
teaching. 

Education Abroad, by B. G. Northrop. In this volume 
Secretary Northrop makes a thorough discussion of the advantages and 
disadvantages of sending American children to Europe to be educated. 

School Government, by Jewell. This volume abounds in 
advanced ideas on the subject indicated by its title. 

The Complete Examiner, by Stone. This book consists of 
a series of questions on every English bra^ch of school and academic 
instruction. 

The Teachers' Institute, by Wm. B. Fowle. Mr. Fowle 
had a large experience in teachers' institutes, and this volume abounds 
in practical suggestions to teachers. 

The Graded School, by Wm. H. Wells. The proper 
organization of graded schools is here illustrated, by one who has had 
a firge and successful experience in schools of various grades and also 
in school supervision. 

Institute Lectures and Methods of Teachers' Insti- 
tutes. Two volumes. By Bates. 

School Amusement, by Root. This volume is designed to 
assist teachers in making the school interesting, and contains many 
v^nable hints upon school-room management. 

The above and many other books for teachers, with a 
valuable and popular list of school text-books, for sale by 
A. S. Barnes & Co., New York and Chicago. 

llt^SBND FOR Catalogue and Prices.,^ 



VALUABLE TEXT-BOOKS. 

Embodying the Newest and most Approved Methods of 

Educational Work in the Leading 

Schools of the Country. 






Appletons' Reading- Charts. 

Appletons' First and Second Readers. 

Appletons' Writing-Charts and Copy-Books. 

Appletons* Elementary Geography. 

Stickney's Child's Book of Langua 

Ballard's Word- Writer. 

Krllsi's Easy Drawing-Lessons. 

Green's Primary Drawing-Cards. 

The Wavelet: a Collection of Easy Songs. 

Normal Music Course and Charts— First Reader. 



[language. 
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Appletons' Third and Fourth Readers. 
Appletons' Higher Geography. 
Johonnot's Geographical Reader. 
Johonnot's Natural History Reader. 
Primers of Science, History, and Literature. 
Stickney's Letters and Lessons in Language. 
Quackenbos's Histories and Grammar. 
Morse's First Book of Zo51ogy. 
Youman's Botanies. 
Krllsi's Drawing-Books. 
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Appletons' Fifth Reader. 

Shepherd's Historical Reader. 

Bain's or Quackenbos's Rhetoric. 

Morris's History of England. 

Taylor's History of Germany. 

Tracy's or Huxley and Youmans's Physiology. 

Lockyer's Astronomy. 

Clark's or Youmans's Chemistry. 

Harkness's Latin Series. 

Appletons' Classical Series. 

Cumulative Method in German. 

Gaillard's French Series. 



fW" A Descriptive Catalogue^ embracing a list qf over Jive hundred School 
Publications, representing every department of study, from the Kindergarten 
to the University^ will be mailed^ post-paid^ on application. 

D. APPLETON & CO., Publishers, 

NEW YORK, BOSTON, CHICAGO, and SAN FRANCISCO. 




CASES SCHOOL FURNITURE. 

PATENTED JUNE 10, 1879. 

These are the Stongest and most Durable School Desks 
made, and are so constructed that their firmness can never 
become impaired, either from shrinkage of the wood, long 
service, or hard usage. They have no weak points to get out 
of order, and do not need the frequent and expensive repairs 
common to other furniture. They are the only Desks so 
constructed that they can not be injured by the shrinkage and 
swelling of the wood. 

The Seats can never slam, sag, rattle, break, or fall down 
by their own weight. The Seat Hinges have no rubber 
cushions to pound out, but are simple of construction, and so 
strong and solid that no part can wear out or get out of order 
in fifty years. 

In form and proportions they are superior to all other 
desks, and insure for pupils the most comfortable and health- 
ful positions, enabling them to do their work with the least ' 
amount of fatigue. 

Gamp's Physical and Political Outline Maps. 

Few school-rooms helps are so essential as a set of these 
Maps, or so well worth tbeir cost. They are eminently practi 
cal, and can be used successfully by any teacher, and in 
connection with any geography. No teacher who has once 
used these maps will be content to do without thorn 

For terms and full particulars address 

0. D. CASE & CO., Publishers, 

Hartfob[>^ Conn. 



NEW NATIONAL SERIES. 

Barnes' New National Readers. 

5 Nos. Nos. 1 to 4* now ready. 

Barnes' New Arithmetics. 

2 Nos.— Elementary and National. 

Barnes' Brief Histories. 

6 Vols. The United States — Ancient Peoples — Mediaeval 
and Modern Peoples — France — Greece — and a 
General History of the World. 

Barnes' Popular Drawing Series. 

4 Complete Courses: Primary, Intermediate, Advanced, and 
Instrumental. 

Honteith's Geographical Course. 

2 Books. Always revised, and "up to date." Elementary 
and Comprehensive. 

Sill's Lessons in English Grammar and 
Composition. 

In 1 Book. Prof. Sill is Superintendent of Schools, Detroit, 
Michigan. 

Worman's Modern Language Series on the 
Natural Method. 

GERMAN. 

First German Book, Illustrated. Second 
German Book, Illustrated. German Con- 
versation-Book (Berliner Echo). Ele- 
mentary German Reader. Complete 
German Reader. Elementary Ger- 
man Grammar. Complete . 
German Grammar. 

FRENCH. 

First French Book, Illustrated. Le Question- 
naire. Second French Book, Illustrated. 
French Conversation (Paris Echo.) 
Elementary French Grammar. 
Grammaire Francaise 
and Key. 

SPANISH. 

First Spanish Book. Illustrated. 

A. S. BAKNES & CO.^ Buhlishers, 

111 and 113 William St, NEW YORK, 



THE MODEL COPY-BOOKS, 

With Sliding Copies (patented). 

They have MOVABLE COPIES, the great advantage of which 
can not be disputed. No other series can supply this important 
feature. 

They necessarily insure rapid improvement at every stage of the 
pupil's practice. 

They make instruction in the subject of penmanship easy^ practical^ 
and invariably successful. 

They have demonstrated that good penmanship may be acquired 
by the dullest imitators. 

They are used in many thousands of schools with the most gratify- 
ing results. 

*♦* A sample set, six numbers, for examination, sent post-paid, on receipt of 
50 cents. 

D. APPLETOTSr & CO., Publishers. 

New York, Boston, Chicago, and San Francisco. 

FOR THE YOUNG. 

BEING CHOICE SELECTIONS FROM A HUNDRED DIFFERENT 

A UTHORS, DESIGNED FOR MEMO RITE R EXERCISES 

IN SCHOOLS AND FAMILIES. 



Sample Copy, 15 Cbnts. 

OHOIOB OmOTJCa-IiTS ; 

OR, 

Selections from Nearly One Hundred and Fifty Different Authors. 

For the Use of High- Schools, for Reading, Recitation, and Analysis. 
Samplb Copy, 20 Cents. 

C^E]V^S OIF THOTJC^HT. 

For Families or Schools. 

A collection of more than One Thousand Choice Selections or 
Aphorisms on one hundred and forty different Subjects, and from 
four hundred and fifty different Authors. A grand collection of 
seed thoughts. Cloth. 233 pages. Sample copy, 60 cents. 

These three books were compiled by Chas Northend, A. M., 
and will be found very useful in Schools and Families. 
Send for copies. 

D. -A.I=>I=>31.ET03Sr <Sc OO., 

New York, Boston, Chicago, and San Francisco. 
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